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PREFACE

Building Laws of the City of New York were previously printed in four volumes.

This is a reproduction of Volume 1 of the 1938 Building Code which is out of print.

It has been amended and edited to the current (1968) updated Building Code.

When reference is made to deleted section numbers in Volume 1, updated related

information on the subject matter (steel design, etc.) will be found in the current

Building Code edition. (1968 Code).

The Building Laws in this edition related to existing buildings built before the

effective date (December 6, 1968, Local Law No. 76/68) of the current Building

Code. Sub-Article 103.0 (Alteration of Existing Buildings) in the current 1968

Building Code authorize, in many instances, at the option of the owner, utilization of

either the Building Laws prior to 1968 or the current Building Code in the

alteration of existing buildings. This volume is a reproduction of the relevant parts

oftbe 1938 code.
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ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
CHAPTER 26--TITLE C (BUILDING CODE)

ARTICLE 1

GENERAL PROVISIONS

(1). § C26-l.0 Short title. This title shall be Known and may be
cited as the "building code. II

(2). § C26-2.0 Matter covered. All matters. affecting or relating to
the construction, alteration. demolition. or 'removal of structures. erected or
to be erected in the city. are presumptively provided for in this title. This
title does not provide presumptively for matters that are contained in the
cnarter , the 1abor 1aw, the multip1e dwe 11 i ng 1aw. ti t 1e 0 of chapter
twenty-six of the code. the general city law. the building zone resolution. or
in the rules promulgated in accordance with the law, the bUilding zone.
resolution, or in the rules promulgated in accordance with the provisions of
this title by the board. This title does not apply' to railroads owned by the
city. or the title to which is in a board of transit control under the public
service law. nor to the stations. yards, shops. power houses. transforming

. sub-stations. or any other buildings or structures thereof. (As amended by
Local law 113 of 1955 in effect December 8, 1955.)

(]). § C26-3.0 Purpose. The purpose of this title is to provide
standards. provisions and requirements for safe and stable desi"gn. methods of
construction and sufficiency of materials in structures constructed. or
demolished. after January first, nineteen hundred thirty-eight, and to
regulate the equipment. maintenance. use and occupancy of all structures and
premises.

(4). § C26-4.0 Title remedial. This title and the rules of the board
made in pursuance hereof are hereby declared to be remedial. and shall be
liberally construed to secure the beneficial purposes thereof. Where there is
practical difficulty in the way of carrying out the strict letter of any
provision of law. the superintendent may permit variations from the strict
letter of the law. as provided in paragraph two of section six hundred
forty-five. subdivision a of the charter.

(5). § C26-5.0 All new worK to conform.--a. Every structure or part
thereof constructed in the city. after January first, nineteen hundred
thirty-ejght, and the plumbing or other "equipment of any structure or premises
shall be constructed or demolished in conformity with the provisions of this
title.

b. It shall be unlawful to construct or demo"sh any structure in"any
manner Violating any provision of this title or any rule of the board or any
approval of the superintendent made and issued hereunder. except that the
raising or lowering of any structure to meet a change of grade in the street
on which such structure is located shall be permitted, provided the structure
is otherwise unaltered.
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§ C26-6.0 Exemption from th's ·t,tle.--Stiuctures on any water front
property not used 1n conjunction with and 1n furtherance of water front
commerce and/or navigation may be constructed or altered in accordance with
the requirements of the commissioner of marine and aviation provided plans
have been filed with and approved by the department of marine and aviation and
an application for a permit in connection therewith has been made to such
commissioner before the effective date of this local law, and prOVided further
that substantial work on the construction or alteration shall have been done
within one year after the permit therefor has been issued, and provided
further that all of the worK shall have been completed within two years from
the date of issuante of such permit. Where necessary for the clearance and
development of property under the jurisdiction of the department of marine and
aviation at the time this local law goes into effect, priv'ate dwellings
located thereon and erected without a permit issued by the department of
buildings may be relocated under a permit and certificate of completion of the
department of marine and aviation, prOVided such permit is issued Within one
year from the effective date of this 10al law. (As amended by Local Law 71 of
1962. Effective 1-S-63). .

(6). § C26-7.0 Undeveloped localities. In those parts of the city.
outside the fire limits, in which a system of streets has not been constructed
nor legally established, only such requirements of this title shall apply
which in the judgment of the superlnte~dent may be necessary for safety of
life and health. This section shall be construed to prohibit the erection of
any structures that exceed in height or area the limits fixed by this title
for such structures.

(7). § C26-8.0 Structures' affected. All provisions of this title
shall apply with equal force to municipal and private structures, except as
may be otherWise specifically pro~lded by law. .

ARTICLE 2

DEFINITIONS

(l.l). § C26-9.0 General provisions respecting def1n1tions--a. For
the purposes of this title, the words and terms listed 1n this article shall
have the meanings herein given, except as they are defined in any other law or
regulation which may in particular cases apply.

b. The use of the present tense includes the future tense; the
masculine gender includes the feminine and neuter; the singular nu~ber

includes the plural and the plural number includes the singular. The word
"person" includes a corporation as well as an individual; "vrlting" includes
printing and typewriting; "oath" includes affirmation; "signature" or
"subscription" includes a mark. made by a person who cannot vrite, if his name
is written near to such marK.

{1.2}. § C26-l0.0 Aggregate.--a. The term "aggregate- shall mean
inert material which is mixed with cement and water to produce concrete,
consisting. in general of sand, pebbles, gravel, cinders, crushed stones,
blast furnace slag. burnt shale or clay, or similar materials.
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b. The term "fine aggregate" shall mean aggregate consisting of
particles one-quarter of an inch or less in size.

(1.3>' § C26-1l.0 Alteration. The term "al terat ton," as.·applled:to a
building or structure, shall mean any change or rearrangement in the
structural parts or existing facilities of any such building or structure, or ­
any enlargement thereof. whether by extension on any side or by any increase
in height, or the movtng of such building or structure from one location or
position to another.

(1.4>' § C26-l2.0 Amusement devt ceo The term "amusement devicell shall
mean a device used to convey persons in any direction as a form of amusement.

(1.5). § C26-l3.0 Anchorage. The term "anchorage" in reinforced
concrete construction shall mean the embedment in concrete of a portion of a
reinforcement bar, either straight or vith hOOKS, designed to prevent pulling
out or slipping of the bar when subjected to stress. The anchorage of tension
reinforcement in beams includes only the embedded length beyond a point of
contraflexure or of zero moment. .

<l.6>' § C26-l4.0 Approved. The term "approved ll as applied to any
material device or mode of construction, shall mean approved by the board or
legally approved by the superintendent under the provisions of this tale or
by any other authority legally designated to give approval of the matter in
question.

(1.7). § C26-1S.0 Apron wa". The term "apron vall" shall mean that
part of a panel wall between the window s111 and the support of the panel wall.

§ C26-15.1 Arc welding.--A group of welding processes vherein
coalescence is produced by heating with an electric arc or arcs, w1th or
without the application of pressure and with or vithout the use of filler
metal. Pressure as herein used refers to pressure necessary to the welding
process. {As added by Local Law 130 of 1951 in effect October 30, 1951 ..

(2.4.1.4.1). § C26-16.0 Area. The term Aareall shall mean an open
space below the ground level immediately outside of a structure, and enclosed
by substantial walls.

(1 .. 8). § C26-17.0 Area of a structure.-a. The term "area. of a
structure" shall mean, except in the application of the bUilding zone
resolution, the horizontal area within the exterior walls or between fire
wall S. Prem; ses between fire walls shall be considered as separate structures ~

if the fire walls comply with article eleven of this title.
b. For the purposes of the building zone resolution the term Ilarea of

a structure" shall mean the total horizontal area including the exterior walls.

(1.9>' § C26-l8. 0 Ashlar fac; n9. The term "ash1 ar faci ng" shall mea.n
facing composed of solid rectangular units of burnt cla.y or shale, natural or
manufactured stone, larger in size than briCK, with sawed, dressed or squared
beds~ and joints laid in mortar and used in facing masonary walls.
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'l.lO). § C26-l9.0 Ashlar masonry. The term nashlar masonry" shall
mean masonry of natural or manufactured stone rectangular units larger 1n size
than brick having sawed. dressed or squared beds. and the joints of which are
laid in mortar with proper bond.

(1.11). § C26-20.0 A. S. T. M. The term "A. S. T. M. n shall mean The
American Society for Testing Materials.

(1.12). § C26-21.0 Automatic doors. shutters and windows. The term
"automatic." as applied to fire doors. fire shutters. fire windows and other
opening protectives. shall mean doors. shutters. windows and other opening
protectives which are normally held in an open position and which close
automatically upon the action of some heat actuated releasing mechanism.

(1.13). § C26-22.0 Basement. The term "basement" shall 'mean ~ story'
partly underground. but having at least one-half of its height. measured from
finished floor to finished ceiling. above the curb level at the center of the
street front.

(1.1.). § C26-23.0 Bearing wall. The term "bearing wall" shall mean
any wall whtch c&rries any load othfr than its ~ weight.

(1.15). § C26-24.0 Blast furnace slag. The term "blast furnace slag"
shall ..an the non-eetallic product. consisting essent'ally of silicates.and
alumino-s11tc.t'lof lime. which 15 developed simultaneously with iron in a
blast furftAc•.

Cl.t5). S C26-25.0 Board. The term-board" shall'mean the board of
standards and .PPllls. unless specifically designated otherwise.

(1.t7). I Cl6-26.0 Br1c~. The term "brick" shall mean a structural
untt of burned ell' or shale. formed while plastic into a rectangular prism.
usuall, ~11d Ind approximately eight inches by three and three-quarter inches
by t-o &Ad ont-OUirter inches in size. the net cross-sectional aiea of which
shall bt It ',ast s.venty-f1ve percent of the gross cross-sectional area.

. Si.,1.r structural units made of other substances. such as lime and sand.
c.aent Ind su1t.bl. aggregates of fire clay which meet the strength
r'Qu1r...nts of subdivision (a) of section C26-307.0. or section C26-359.0.
Shill be cons10.r.d IS brick within the mean'ng of this title.

Cl.ll>. § C26-27.0 Bulkbead. The term abulkhead" shall mean a masonry
structuTI .boY. the roof of a structure enclosing stairways. shafts. tanks.
elevator ..c~'n.r,. v.ntilating apparatus and other accessories to the
structure. 'Jc.pt whirl otherw1se specifically provided.

(1.19). i C26-28.0 Buttress. The term "buttress" shall mean a m~sonry

structure bu,lt 1911nst and bonded into a wall.

(1.20). § C26-29.0 cabaret. The term ucabaret" shall mean any room.
place or space in the city in which any musical entertainment. singing.
dancing OT other similar amusement is permitted in ~onnection with the
restaurant business or the business of directly or indirectly selling to the
public food or drink.
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§ C26-29.l Car port. The term ·car port" shall mean a structure not
more than one story' in height. without walls. doors or other enclosure. on at
least two sides. the floor of which rests upon the ground. used exclusively
for the storage or parKing of not more than two motor vehicles, and whitrr is
accessory to a private dwelling. (As added by Local Law 18 of 1954 in effect
April 26. 1954.)

(lo2l>. § C26-30.0 Cellar. The term "chimney" shall mean a story
having more than one-half of its height, measured from finished floor to
finished ceiling below the curb level at the center of the street front.

<11.3.1>. § C26-31.0 Chimney. The term "chimneyll shall mean chimneys.
staCKS, or smoKe flues intended for the purpose of removing the products of
combustion from solid. gas or liquid fuel.

0.23). § C26-32.0 Closed Shaft. The term "closed shaft" shall mean a shaft
enclosed at the top.

(1.24), § C2~33.0 Column. The term "column" shall mean an upright
compression ..-blr the length of which exceeds three times its least lateral
dimension.

(1.27>' § 06-36.0 Combination Column. The term ·combination column" shall
mean a colu-n '" ~tch a structural steel section. designed to carry the
principal part of the load. is wrapped with wire and encased in concrete of
such qualtty that SOle additional load may be allowed.

§ C2~36.1 CoClIIbusttble occupancy perm1t. The term "combustible occupancy
peratt- shAll "1ft· a permit issued by the fire department under the provisions
of p&rt 1. of tttlt C of chapter ntneteen of the administrative code. except
thAt such .PtMl't Whfn issued for class C refrigerating systems containing not
-ort thin twenty pounds of refrigerant. or the transfer of carbonic acid to a
conta'n,r of le-er pressure for use only by the operator at his own retail
sod. wlt,r stlnd. sball not be considered as a combustible occupancy permit
for purpos,s of chapter twenty-six of the administrative code. (Section added
by locAl law 77 of 1956 in effect December 14. 1956.)

(1.28>' § .06-31.0 CoarnerCtal building. The term "commercial building ll shall
mean I structure occupied as described in SUbdivision c of section C26-235.0.

§ C26-31.1 Coma1sstontr. The term ·commissioner" when used in this title
shall Ran tn, c~hs'oner of housing and building unless specifically
designated othtrwtSt. (As added by Local Law 72 of 1940 in effect May 31.
1940. )

(1.29). § C26-38.0 Concrete. The term "concrete· shall mean a mixture of
cement. fine a;;Ttgltt. coarse aggregate and water.

<7.4.3.3) (part>. b. Average concrete. The term lIaverage concrete" shall
mean concrete where preliminary tests of the materials are omitted and where
the concrete worK lac~s the inspection required by section C26-497.0.
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<7.4.3.2) (part). c. Controlled conerete.-The term "controlled concrete"
shall mean concrete ~ere preliminary tests of the 'materials are made, and the
concrete worK is inspected in accordance with sections C26~327.0 through
C26-329.0 and section C26-497.0.

(l O.1.4.4.) (paragraph 1). d. Grade I concrete. - The term "Grade I concrete II

shall mean concrete in which the aggregate consists of limestone, trap rock.
blast furnace slag. cinders or calcareous gravel.

<lO.1.4.4) (paragraph 2>' e •. Grade II concrete.-The term "Grade II
concrete" shall mean concrete in which the aggregate consists of granite or
silicious gravel.

f. Class AConcrete: The term "Class A concrete" shall mean concrete mixed
in accordance with the provisions of section C26-365.0 b. 2, for which the
allowable wor~ing stresses shall be those provided in section C26-36S.0. table
II, column A. (As added by local law 43 of 1947 in effect June 16.• 1947.)

g. Class B Concrete: The term "Class B concrete" shall mean concrete mixed
in accordance with the provisions of section C26-365.0 b. 2, forwhfch the
allowable working stresses shall be those prOVided in section C26-365.0, table
II. column B. (As added by Local Law 43 qf 1947 in effect June 16. 1947.)

(1.30). § C26-39.0 Concrete products. The term "concrete prodacts" shall
mean briCKS, blocks or other units made of cement. aggregates. and water.

. (1.31>. § C26-40. 0 Cons istency. The term IIconsi stency" sna11 mean the
relative plasticity of freshly mixed concrete or mortar.

(1.32). § C26-41.0 Construction. The term·"construction" shall mean and
include alterations and repairs and, operations incidental to construction.

<1.33>' § 2.6-42.0 Core area. The term "core area- shall mean the area within
the outer circumference of the hooping in columns with spiral reinforcement.

(1.34). § C26-43.0 Coursed rubble. The term "coursed rubble" shall mean
masonry composed of roughly shaped stones, laid in mortar, fitting
approximately on level beds.

<l.3SL § C26-44.0 Crushed stone. The term "crushed stone" shall mean bedded
roc~ or boulders, bro~en by mechanical means into fragments of varying shapes
and sizes.

(1.36). § C236-45.0 Curb.--a. The term "curb-, when used defining the height
of a structure, shall mean the legally established level of the curb in front
of the structure, measured at the center of such front. When a building faces
one or more than one street. the term "curb" shall mean the average of the
legally established level of the curb at the center of each front.

b. The term II curb, .. when used in fhing the depth of an excavation, shall
mean the legal curb level at the nearest point of that curb which 1s nearest
to the point of the excavation in Question.

§ C26-4S.l Curb levels. Where no curb has been established a curb level
shall be established by the agency empowered to fix curb levels. (As added by
Local Law 25 of 1940 in effect March 29, 1940.)
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§ C26-45.2 Curb level in front of multi1)le dwellings. When an open
unoccupied space in front of any multiple dwelling is above the curb level.
and also extends along the entire street lot line on any street and is not
less than five feet in depth. the level of such open unoccupied space shaJ1 be
considered the curb level. provided it is not more than three feet above the
level of the established curb in front of the building measured at the center
of such front. (Section added by local Law 122 of 1939 in effect August 1.
1939; amended by Local law 50 of 1942 in effect October 29. 1942.)

0.37>' § CZ6-46.0 Curtain Hall. The term "curtain wall" shall mean a
non-bearing wall unit between piers of columns for the enclosure of the
structure, but not supported at each story.

(1.38) § C26-47.0 Cyclopean or rubble concrete. The terms Ucyclopean
concrete" or "rubble concrete" shall mean concrete masonry in which the finer.
materials form a matrix for large stones and boulders. .

(1.39). § CZ6-48.0 O. The term ·0· shat1 mean designation.

(1.40>' § CZ6-49.0 Dance hall. The term "dance hal l" shall mean any
room, place or space in ~ich dancing 1s carried on and to which the public
may gain admission, either ~ith or ~lthout the payment of a fee.

n .41>' § C26-S0.0 Dead load. The term "dead load", when applied to a
. structure, shall include the welght of ~alls', permanent partit'lons, framing
floors. roofs, columns and their fireproofing, and all other permanent
stationary construction .nt.ring into a structure.

(1.42>' § C26-S1.0 Deformed bar.-a. The term udefonned bar" shall
mean a reinforcement blr with closely spaced shoulders. lugs or.projectiOn$.
formed integrally with th. blr during rolling. Hire mesh with wel~ed
intersections twelve inch.s or less apart 1n the direction of the principal
reinforcing and ~ith cross wires at least 0.135 inch in diameter (No. 10 steel
wire gauge), may be rat.d IS • deformed bar.

b. Twisted bars may be accepted as deformed bars.

(1.43) § C26-52.0 Oepart-ent. The term udepartment" shall mean the branch
office of the department of housing and buildings in each borough unless
specifically designated othfrwise. .

(1.46). § C26-55.0 Direct band. The term "direct band" shall mean a group of
bars in a four-way flat slab system covering a width approximately four-tenths
of the span, symmetrical with respect to the line of centers of supporting
colu~ns.

(8.3.2.6.5). § C2.6-56.0 Driving to refusal. The term "driVing to refusal",
as used in connection with concrete filled steel piles. shall mean inability
to drive a pile further under a hammer of approved adeQuate weight after the
tube has been completely washed and blown at the bottom, and before filling
with co crete.
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(1.49). § C26-58.0 Effective area of concrete. The term "effective area of
concrete" shall mean the area of a sectlon which lles between the centroid of
the tension reinforcement and the compression surface in a beam or slab. and
having a width equal to the width of the rectangular beam or slab. or the:
effective width of the flange of a "TP beam.

(1.50). § C26-59.0 Effective area of reinforcement. The term "effective area
of reinforcement" shall mean the area. obtained by multiplying the right
cross-sectional area of the metal reinforcement by the cosine of the angle
between its direction and that ' for vhich the effectiveness of the reinforcment
is to be determined.

(1.51). § C26-60.0 Elevator.--a. The term "elevator" shall mean a hoisting
and lovering mechanism equipped with a car or platform which moves in guides
in a substantially vertical direction.
b. The term "el evator" excludes dumbwaiters. hoists. endless belts.

conveyors. chains. bUCKets. and similar machines used for the purposes of
elevating materia.ls. a.nd tiering or pi'ling machines.

(1.52). § C26-61.0 Enclosure walt. The term "enclosure wall" shall mean an
exterior non-bearing wall in SKeleton construction anchored to columns. piers
or floors. but not necessarily bUilt between columns. or piers. nor wholly
supported at each story.

. .
(1.54>' § C26-62.0 Faced va11. The term "faced wall" shall mean a wa i " .~d

with masonry in which the facing and ba~King are so bonded. or so bonded and
anchored. wit~ masonry as to exert common action under load.

(1.55>' § C26-63.0 Fire door. The term "fire door" shall mean a door and its
assembly. capable of resisting fire as specified in this title.

(1.56). § C26-64.0 Fire partitions. The term "fire partition" shall mean ~

partition provided for the purpose of protecting life by 'furnishing an area of
exit or refuge. and having a fire resistive rating of at least three hours.

(1.57). § C26-65.0 nre resistive materials. The term "fire resistive
materials" shall mean those materials which offer a degree of resistanc~ ~o

the passage or to the effects of fire or heat sufficient to meet the minimum
requirements of this title.

(1.58). § CZ6-66.0 Fire shutter. The term "fire shutter" shall ~ a
shutter capable of resisting fire as specified 1n this title.

(1.58. 1). § C26-67.0 F\ re tower. The term "fire tower" sna11 mean an
interior stairway constructed and arranged as provided in section C26-294.0.

(1.59). § C26-68.0 Fire wall. The term "fire val,a shall mean a wall
provided primarily for the purpose of resisting the passage of fire from one
structure to another or from one area of a structure to another. and haVing a
fire resistive rating of at least four hours. .

(1.60>' § C26.69.0 F\re window. The term "fire window" shall mean a window
frame with sash and glaZing haVing a fire resistive rating of three-quarters
of an hour in accordance with the rules of the board.
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(1.61). § C26-70.0 Fireproof partition. ·The term "fireproof partition- shall
mean a partition. other than a fire partition. provided for the purposes of
restricting the spread of fire. and having fire resistive rating of at least
one hour.

(1.62)' § C26-71.0 Foundation wall. The term IIfoundatton wall" shall mean
any wall or pier built below the curb level or the nearest tier of beams to
the curb. which serves as a support for walls, piers. columns, or other
structural parts of a structure.

(1.64). § C26-73.0 Floor area.--a. The term -floor area" shall mean any
floor space within a story of a structure enclosed on all sides by either
exterior walls, ftre walls. or fire partitions. Adjoining rooms having
o~en\ngs in dividing partitions in excess of one-quarter of the length of such
partitions. Whether or not separated by rolling. folding, sliding or other
forms of movable enclosures, shall be considered ·as one area.

b. The termllnet area." for any floor shall mean the gross area within
the exterior walls less the area occupied by enclosed stair, elevator and
other permanent shafts completely enclosed in fire partitions.

§ C26-73.1 Fly-aSh. The term "fly-ash" shall mean the residue from burning
pulverized coal in suspension which is separated and collected from the gases
of combustion after they leave the furnace. (As added by Local Law 83 of 1953
1n effect ~ay 19. 1953.>

(1.65). § C26-74.0 Footing. The term "footing" shall mean a structural unit
used to distribute loads to the bearing materials.

(1.68>' § C26-76.0 Garage. The term Clgarage" s~all mea.n a building. shed or
enclosure or any portion thereof 1n which a motor vehicle. other than one in
which the fuel storage tank 1s empty, is stored. housed or kept.

§ C26-77.l Gas welding. Agroup of welding processes where coalescence is
produced by heati ng wi th a gas f1 arne or fl ames, with or wi thout the
application of pressure and with or without the use of filler metal. Pressure
as herein used refers to pressure necessary to the welding process.• (As a.dded·
by Loca.l Law 131 of 1952 in effect October 30, 1951.)

(1.70) § C26-78.0 Gasoline selling station. The term IIga.sol ine selling
station" shall mean any structure or premises or any portion thereof in which
volatile inflammable oil is stored or furnished to motor vehicles and in which
motor vehicles are not stored.

C1.7l>. § C26-79.0 Gravel. The term "gravel" shall mean rounded particles.
larger than sand grains. resulting from the natural disintegration of roc~s.

(1.72), § C26-80.0 Gypsum block. or tile. The term "gypsum block." or
"gypsum tile" shall mean a sol\d or hollow building unit of gypsum, or of a
suitable aggregate with a gypsum binder.
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§ C26-81.0 Hallway.--a. The 'term "hallway" shall mean an enclosed hall or
corri.dor leading to a stairway. fire tower or ,other required extt.

b. The term "public hallway· shall mean a corridor or hallway leading
directly to a stairway. fire tower or other required exit. within a story~of a
structure which story is occupied by more than one tenant or lessee. or within
a structure included in section C26-Z35.0a. (As amended by Local Law 155 of
1951 in effect November 7. 1951.)

(1.74>' § C26-82.0 Height.-a. The term "height" of a structure shall mean
the vertical distance from the .curb level to the highest point of the roof
beams in the case of flat roofs or to a point at the average height of the
gable in the case of roofs having a pitch of more than one foot in four and
one-half. except that in the case of struct~~~ where the grade of the street
has not been legally established Of where 'tl" structure does not adjoin the
street. the average level of all the ground adjoining such structures shall be
used instead of the curb level.

b. Th. term "height." as app11ed to walls. shall mean the distance
above tht ~s. of the wall or its means of support. but shall riot include the
parapet 1f the litter 1s four feet or less 1n height.

c. The tire -height." as applied to a story. shall mean the vertical
distanct fraa too to top of two successive tiers of floor beams.

(1.75>. t CZ6-83.0 Hollow unit. The term "hollow unit" shall mean any
masonry Ufttt ~. net cross-sectional area is less than seventy-five percent
of tts 9ro1S cross-sectional area in any plane. measured in the same plane.

(1.7£). , C26-84.0 Hollow Masonry. The term tlhol~ow masonry" shall
~In ..,onry conststing Wholly or 1n part of hollow untts meeting the strength
rtQu\r,..nts of s.'tions C26-308.0. C26-309.0. and C26-310.0. and 1n which the
units art laid contlquously with the joints filled with mortar. (As amended by
Loci1 Law 121 of '939 1n effect August 1. 1939.)

(1.77). , CZ6-85.0 Hollow vall. The term "hollow wall" shall mean a
Will bu"t of soltd aasonry units so arranged as to provide an atr space
within the ..11. .

. e1. 71>. § C2£-S'6.0 Horizontal exit. The term "hori2ontal exit" shan
-ean th. connect\Oft of any two floor areas. whether in the same structure or
net. by ..ans of I ytst\bule. or by an open air balcony or bridge. or through
l fir. p&Tt1tton. ~ fire wall.

e1.79>. § 06-87.0 Human eccupaney. The term "human occupancy". for
the purpos,s of .rt'clt Silt ventilation. shall mean the use of any space or
spaces in whtC~ Ifty h~n does. or is required to live. wor~ or remain for
continuous per100s of two hours or more. (As amended by Local Law 143 of 1939
in effect August 21. 1939.>

I
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(1.80). § C26-88.0 Incombustible material. The term "incombustible
~ter1al. shall mean any material which will not ignite nor ac.tively support
combustion in a surrounding temperature of twelve hundred degrees Fahrenheit
during an' exposure of five minutes and which will not melt when the .
temperature of the material is maintained at nine hundred degrees Fahrenheit
for a period of at least five minutes. (As amended by Local Law 47 of 1954 in
effect July ZB. 1954.)

(1.81) § C26-89.0 Legal curb level. The term "legal curb level" shall
mean the curb level established by the borough president.

(1.S2) § C26-90.0 Lintel. The term " lin~elu shall mean a structural
member providing support for masonry above an opening in a wall or partition.

0.83>' § C26-91.0 livable room. The term "livable room" shall mean
any room used for informal living pur~oses in a residence structure and shall
not include kitchens. laundry rooms. bathrooms or storerooms.

(1.84>' §C26-92.0 Live load. The 'term "1 ive load" shall mean all
loads other than dead loads.

(1 .85>' § C26-93.0 Masonry. The term "masonry" shall mean stone.
brick. concrete. hollow tile. concrete block or tile. or other similar
building units or materials or a combination of them. bonded together with
mortar.

(1.87). § C26-95.0 MOtor vehicle repair shop.The term "motor vehicle
repair shop" shall mean a building. shed or enclosure or any portion thereof
Wherein is conducted the general business of repairing motor vehicles.

(1.88>' § C26-96.0 Negative bending moment. The term "negative
bending moment" shall mean that moment of which the intensity is greatest at
the supports.

(1.89>' § C26-97.0 Negative reinforcement; The term "negative
reinforcement" shall mean reinforcement so placed as to ta~e tensile stress
due to negative bending moment.

(1.90), § C26-98.0 Non-bearing vall. The term "non-bearing wall"
shall mean any wall which carried no 'load other than its own weight.

(1.91). § C26-99.0 Non-storage garage. The term "non-storage garage"
shall mean a garage in which no volatile inflammable oil. other than that
containeti in the fuel storage tan~s of motor vehicles. is handled. stored or
kept.

(1.92>' § C26-100.0 Occupied. The term "occupied," as applied to any
structure. shall mean. occupied or intended. designed or arranged to be
occupied.

(1.93>' § C26-l01.0 Occupied space. The term "occupied space" shall
mean any room or space which any person normally does or is required to live.
work or remain for any period of time.
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<1.94). § C26-102.0 Open shaft. The term "apen shaft" shall mean a
shaft extending through ~he TOOf of a structure and ~pen to the outer air at
the top.

(1.96>' § C26-103.0 Owner. The term "owner- shall mean and include
the owner or owners of the freehold of the premises or lesser estate therein.
a vendee in possession, a mortgagee or receiver 1n possession. an assignee of
rents. a lessee or joint lessees of the Whole thereof. an agent or any other
person, firm. or corporation directly' in control of such bUilding.

§ C26-l03.1 Oxygen cutting. A group of cutting processes wherein the
severing of metal is effected by means of the chemical reaction of oxygen with
the base metal at elevated temperatures. In the case of oxidation-resistant
metals the reaction is facilitated by the use of a flux. (As added by Local
Law 133 of 1951 in effect October 30 • .1951.) .

(1.98). § C26-105.0 Panel length. The term upa"el length U shall mean
the distance in either rectangular direction between centers of two columns of
a panel.

<1.99), § C26-106.0 Panel Wall. The term "panel wall" shall mean a
non-bearing wall in steleton construction bUilt between columns or pie:'i and
Wholly supported at each story. Window and other openings shall be included in
the wall dimensions.

(1.100). § C26-107.0 Parapet wall. The term "parapet wall" shall mean
that portion of a wall txtending above the.roof .

.(1.101). § C26-l08.0 Partition. The term "partition" shall mean a
non-bearing interior vAllone story or less in height.

(1. 102.>' § C2£-1 09.0 Party valL The term uparty wa11" shall mean a
wall used or adapted for jotnt- service between two structures.

(l.l03). § C2£-110.0 Passageway. The term "passageway" shall mean an
enclosed passage or corr1dQr connecting a stairway. fire tower or elevator
with a street or open s~ce tommunicating with a street.

(1.105). § C26-1ll.0 Pedestal. The term ·pedestal" shall mean an
upright compression memoer. the height of which does not exceed three times
its least.lateral dimenston.

(1.106). § C26-112.0 Pedestalfoot1ng. The term "pedestal footing"
shall mean a column footing which projects less than one-half its depth from
the faces of the column on'All sides and the maximum depth of which is three
times its least Width.

(1.107). § C26-113.0 Penthouse. The term "penthouse" shall mean any
closed roof structure. other than a bulkhead, which extends twelve feet or
less above the roof of A structure and occupies thirty percent or less of the
roof area.

12



§ C26-113.1 Perlite. An acid. tgn!ous. glassy rock of the c~osition
~f obsidian. expanded by heating and divided into ·small spherical bod1es by
the tension developed by its contraction on cooling. (As added by Local Law 68
of 1949 in effect September 12. 1949.) .

(8.3.2.2.) (part). § C26-1l4.0 Permanent water level. The term
"permanent water level" shall mean sea level unless special ccndtt tons exist.
If special conditions exist. the term "permanent water level ll shall mean such
lower level as the superintendent in his opinion may deem to represent the
permanent water level.

{1.l08>' § C26-llS.0 Pier. The term "pter" shall mean an isolated
column of masonry.

(1.109>' § 06-116.0 Place of assembly. The term "place of assembly"
'shall mean a room or space which is occupied by seventy-five or more persons'
and which is used for educational. recreational or amusement purposes. and
shall include assembly halls in school structures; dance halls. cabarets;
night clUbs; restaurants; any room or space used for public or private
banquets. feasts. socials. card parties or weddings; lodge and meeting halls
or rooms; skating rin~s; gymnasiums; swimming pools; billiard. bowling. and
table tennis rooms; halls or rooms used for public or private catering

. purposes; funeral parlors; mark.ets; recreation rooms; concert halls;
broadcasting stUdios; school and college auditoriums; and all other places of
similar type of occupancy. Nothing in this section shall be construed to apply
to instruction rooms. librAries. lecture rooms. recreation rooms. lunchrooms
or classrooms in elementAry or high schoolS. as defined in section C26-l32.0
of this code. or in colleges which are licensed to operate by the state board
of regents. when such r~ are used solely and exclusively by the students of
such schools or col1eg.s.

The term "liclnsed place of public assembly" are used in this article
sha11 mean a.ny room or SPf.tt wht en is used or occupted as a "place of
assembly" as defined tn tMs ·section. when the lawful use. occupancy or
operation of such plac. is contingent upon the issuance of a license by the
fire department. the pol'e. department or the department of licenses.

Whenever the words ·place of assembly" are used in this chapter. such
words shall be constru.d IS if follo..ed by the ..ords "or any room or space
which is occupied for or \5 intended. arranged. or designed to be occupted for
such use." '

Nothing in this s.ction' shall be construed to apply to any room or
space used exclusively for dwelling purposes in a private dwelling as defined
in section C26-1Z2.0 of this code or used eXclUsively for d..elling purposes as
defined in subdtvt s ton on. of section four of the multiple dwelling law. nor
shall this section be applicable to places of lncarceration. an asylum. a
convent. a monastery. a ChUTCh. a synagogue. or a theatre. motion picture
theatre. opera house or concert hall subject to and complying with the
provisions of article thirteen of this code and wh1ch are required to obtain a
license as a "l1censed place of public assembly." (Section repealed and
reenacted by Local Law 29 of 1943 in effect July 24. 1943.>

<1.110>' § C26-117.0 Plain concrete. The term "plain concrete" shall
mean concrete without metal reinforcement.
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(1.111>' §_C26-118.0 Positive bending moment. The term "positive
bending moment" shall mean that mOment the intensity of which is least at or
near the supports.

(1.112>' § C26-1l9.0 Positive reinforcement. The term "positive
reinforcement" shall mean reinforcement so placed as to resist tensile stress
due to positive bending moment. '

(1.113>' § C26-l20.0 Premises. The term "premises" shall mean land
including improvements or appurtenances or any part thereof.

(1.115>' § C26-l22.0 Private dwelling. The term "private dwelling"
shall mean a structure occupied exclusively for residence purposes by not more
than two families.

<1.116). § C26-123.0 Protective assembly. The term "protective
assembly" shall mean an opening protective including its surrounding frame.
casings and hardware attachments.

§ C26-1Z3.l Public museum. The term "public museum" shall mean a
structure owned by ,the City of New York and operated by an institution no part
of the net earnings of which inures to the benefit of any private shareholder
or indiVidual. which maintains a supervised public education program. and
which operates a structure.or structures in which are preserved and exhibited
objects of permanent interest in one or more, of the arts and sciences
available to school children and to the general public. (As added by Local Law
48 of 1953 in ~ffect March 13. 1953.>

(1.117>' § C26-l24.0 Random rubble. The term "random rubble" shall
mean masonry composed of roughly shaped stone. laid in mortar without
regularity of coursing. but fitti~g together to form vel'·defined joints.

(1.118).§ C26-125.0 Ratio of reinforcement. The term "ratio of
reinforcement" shall mean a ratio of the effective area of the reinforcement
cut by a section of a beam or slab to the effective area of the concrete at
that section.

<l.120). § C26-l27.0 Reinforced concrete. The term "reinforced
concrete" shall mean concrete in which metal is embedded in such a manner that
the two materials act together in resisting stresses.

<l.121>' § C26-128.0 Retaining wall. The term "retaining wall" shall
mean any wall designed to resist lateral pressure.

(1.122). § C26-129.0 Root of weld. The points as shown in
cross-section at which the bottom of the weld intersects the base metal
surf'aces ; (As amended by Local Law 136 of 1951 in effect October 30. 1951.) ,

(1.123). § C26-130.0 Rough or ordinary rubble. The terms "rough
rubble n or "ordinary rubble" shall mean masonry composed of unsquaree or field
stones laid in mortar without regularity of coursing.
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(1.26>' § C26-131.0 Sand.' The term ·sand" shall mean small grains
one-quarter of an inch or less in'size resulting from natural disintegration
of rocks. (Section number and heading amended by Local Law 50 of 1942 in
effect October 29. 1942.)

§ C26-132.0 School. The term ·school· shall mean an elementary school'
or a high school or a college where regular supervised fire drills are held in
which pupils are trained in rapid dismissal from the building. Such fire
drills shall be held several times each semester. including summer classes.
(Amended by Local Law 16 of 1956 in effect December 14. 1956.)

<1.128), § C26-l33.0 School structure. The term "school structure"
shall mean a structure devoted entirely to school purposes and activities
incidental to school use.

<1.129>' § <:26-134.0 Self-closi ng doors ~ The term lise If-elos;"g
doors a • as applied to fire doors or other opening protectives, shall mean
doors which are normally kept in closed position by some mechanical device and
which are closed automatically after having been opened. except as otherwise
prOVided 1n section C26-8320.

(1.130), § CZ6-l35.0 Shaft. The term IIshaft U shall mean an enclosed
space for the transmission of light. air, materials or persons through one or
more stories of a structure which connects a series of two or more openings tn
successive floors or floors and roof. except as may be otherwise provided in
paragraph two of section C26-26Z.0.

(1.131>' § C26-136.0 Solid masonry. The term II sol1d masonry" shall
mean .masonry consisting of stone, briCK. sand-11me ~r concrete briCK. or other
solid masonry units. or a combination of these materials. laid contiguously
With the spaces between the units filled with mortar. or monolithic concrete.

(1 . 132>' § C26-137 .0 5011 d structure1 unit. The tem II so11 d
structural unit" shall mean a building unit having a gross volume at least
fifty percent greater than a brick. with a net cross-sectional area'in any
plane at least seventy-five percent of the cross-sectional area measured 1n
the same plane.

(1..133>' § C26-l38.0 Space below grade. The term "space below grade"
shall mean a space or portion thereof or a room whose height measured from
finished floor to finished ceiling 1s more than fifty percent below the level
of the nearest point of the neaiest curb or whose ceiling is less than four
feet six inches above such level.

(1.134>' § C26-l39.0 Spandrel wall. The term "spandre1 wa 11" shall
mean that part of a panel wall above the window and below the apron wall.·

05.0>' § C26-140.0 Sprinkler system. The term "sprinkler system"
shall mean a system of piping connected to one or more acceptable sources of
water supply, vhich system is provided with distributing devices so arranged
and located as to discharge an effective spray over the interior of the
building area.
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(1.135). § C26-141.0 Sprinklered. The term ·sprinklered-. as applied
to a structure. shall mean equipped ~hroughoat W1~h an approved system of
automatic sprinklers. .

Secti on C2.6-141. 1 Stage. The term "stage" shall mean the rahed .
platform ~ith its scenery and theatrical accessories on which the performance
in a theatre. concert hall. auditorium. or place of entertainment. takes place.

This definition shall not include an unenclosed raised platform paced
on an open floor to elevate the performers. musicians or speakers. provided no
curtain. scenery or other theatrical accessories associated with the stage are
prOVided. A back drop of incombustible materials. or materials treated so as
not to ignite or support combustion. may be provided. (As added by Local Law
58 of 1960 in effect September 21. 1960.)

(1.136). § C26-142.0 Stair exit. The term Ustair exit" shall mean a
direct connection of any floor area 'to a stairway constructed in accordance
with the requirements of this title fOT required stairs.

C8.6.2.7.1>. § C26-143.0 Steel joist.-The term II st eel joist" shall
mean any approved form of open webbed beam or truss nominally twenty-four
inches or less in depth. produced directly by rolling. cold-forming or
pressing or fabricated from rolled. cold-formed or pressed shapes by welding.
pressing. riveting or expanding .

.§ C26-l43.0 Steel joist. -- The term ·steel joista shall mean any
approved form of open webbed beam or truss nominally twenty-four inches or
less in depth. produced directly by rolling. eo1d-formlng'or pressing or
fa.bricated from rolled. cold-formed or pressed shapes by welding. riveting or
expanding. (As amended by Local Law 51 of 1962. Effective 10-10-62).

0.137>' § C26-144.0 Storage garage. The term "storage garage II" shall
mean a garage in which volatile inflammable oil. other than that contained in
the fuel storage tan~s of motor vehicles. 1s handled. stored or kept.

(1.138). § C26-145.0 Story. The term ·story· shall mean that part of
any building comprised between the level of one finished floor and the level
of the next higher finished floor. or if there is no higher finished floor.
then the term "story" shall mean that part of the building comprised between
the level of the highest finished floor and the top of the roof beams. A
basement shall be counted as a story. A cellar shall not be counted as a stor~/.

_ (1.139). § C26-146.0 Structural clay tile. The term "structural clay
tile" shall mean a hollow building unit made from burned clay. shale. fire
clay or admixtures thereof.

<1.140). § C26-147.0 Structure. The term "structure" shall mean" a
building or construction of any kind.

Cl.141). § C26-l48.0 strut. The term ·strut" shall mean a compression
member other than a column or pedestal.
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(1.142). § C26-149.0 Superintendent. The term "su~eT'ntendent" shall
mean the administrative official in charge of the-branch office of the
department of housing and buildings a borough of the city.

(1.143>' § C26-l50.0 Surface water. The term "surface water" shall
mean all water carried by the aggregate other than that absorbed by the
aggregate particles.

§ C26-1S1.0 Temporary wood frame structures and tents. The term
"temporary wood frame structures and tents" shall mean platforms. reviewing
stands. gospel tents. circus tents. and other structures that are erected to
serve their purpose for a limited time. (As amended by Local Law 85 of 1956 1n
effect December 20. 1956.)

<12.10.2.9). § C2~'53.0 Tier. The term Iltier". as used in connection
with exits or seats in spec:lal occupancy structures. shall mean an orchestra
floor. mezzanine. loge. balcony. gallery. or other similar level in the
auditorium of such special occupancy structure in which seats are provided for·
the audience.

(1.146). § C26-154.0 Unsanded gypsum plaster. The term Ilunsanded
gypsum plaster" shall mean gypsum plaster containing a maximum of thirty-five
percent of sand by weight.

<1.147). § C26-1S5.0 UnsprinKlered. The term "unsprtnkl ered", as
applied ·to a structure. shall mean not equipped throughout with an approved
system of automatic sprinKlers.

(2.4.2.18.1). § CZ6-156.0 Vault. The term "vaul t " shall mean every
opening below the surface of the street. that is covered over as limited by
section 82d5-1.0 through 82d5-S.0 of the code. 1n front of any improved or
unimproved property. except cesspools and openings .which are used exclusively
as places for descending by means of steps to the ~ellar or basement floor of
any building or bUildings.

(1.148). § C26-1S7.0 Veneered wall. The term "veneered wall" shall
mean a wall vith masonry facing which is attached to. but not bonded so as to
form an int~gral part of. the wall for purposes of load bearing and stability.

§ C26-l57.1 Vermiculite. A micaceous m1nera1~ or hydrous silicate.
derived generally from the alteration of some kinds of mica which expand when
heated.Use~ in the expanded form as a lightweight aggregate. (As added by

Local Law 106 of 1949 in effect December 23. 1949.)

(1.149). § C26-158.0 Welds. butt. groove. fillet length and
dimensions of.-a. The term "Butt weld" shall mean a weld 1n a butt joint. The
term "groove weld" shall mean a weld made in the groove between two members to
be joined. The size of a groove weld shall be expressed 1" terms of joint
penetration or depth of chamfering plus the root penetration.
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b. The term "fillet welda shall mean a weld of approximately
triangular cross-section joining two surfaces approximately at right angles to
each other in a lap joint. tee joint or corner joint. The size of an equal leg
fillet weld shall be expressed 1n terms of leg length of the largest isosceles
Tight-triangle vhich can be inscribed within the fillet-weld cross-section.

c. The term "weld length" shall mean the unbroken length of the full
cross-section of the weld exclusive of the length of any craters.

d. The term "weld dimensions'l shall be expressed in terms of their
size and length. (As amended by Local Law 138 of 1951 in effect October 30.
1951.)

(1.151>. § C26-l59.0 Hall beam. The term Il wall beam
shall mean a reinforced concrete beam which extends from column to column

along the outer edge of a wall panel.

(1.152). § C26-160.0 Hater-cement ratio. The term "Nater-cement
'ratioll sha11 mean the total quanti ty of water enteri n9 the m1 xture , inc1udiog
the surface water carried by the aggregate. expressed in terms of the quantity
of cement. The water-cement ratio shall be expressed in United States gallons
per ninety-four pound sac~ of cement.

ARTICLE 3 -- ADMINISTRATION

Group 2 -- Issuance of Pe~its

(2.1.2.1>. § C26-114.0 Approval of applications. It shall be unlawful
to construct any structUTR, or any part thereof. or any plumbing, until the
application required by S.ct1ons C26-l61.0 through C26-188.0. shall have been
approved by the super1ntRndtnt and a written permit issued by him~ The
superintendent shall &pprove or reject any application or plan, or amendment
thereto, filed with hi. ovrsuant to the provisions of this title. within a
reasonable time. and.-1f he Approves. shall promptly issue a notice of such
approval. and shall upon the compliance with all provisions of law relating
thereto promptly issue. Ptr81t therefor.

(2.1.2.2). § C26-175.0 Approval of applications in part. The
superintendent may appro.t and issue a permit for the construction of part of
a structure. inclUding foundations. when plans and detailed statements have
been presented for SuCh ~rt. before the entire plans and detailed statements
of such structure have bttn submitted or approved.

(2.1.2.3). § C26-176.0 Signature to permit. Every permit issued by
the superintendent under th. provisions of this article shall have his
signature affixed thertto. but the superintendent may authorize any
subordinate to affix SUCh signature.

§ C26-l76.l Posting of Permit.--a. Wherever there is any
construction. alteration. or demolition in progress. for which a permit is
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reQuired on any premises. a permit card bearing the permit number.
application number and the location of the premi'ses for which issued. shall be

. posted in a conspi CUOU5 location on the exterior of the structure or premi ses
vhere the work. is in progress. 50 as to be visible to publ tc inspection • .-

b. The commissioner may maKe rules concerning the information to
appear on the card. the size of card, the method. location and period of
display and any other related matters so as to carry out the intent of this
section.

c. It shall be unlawful to display a permit card at any location
other than the location for Wh1Ch it was issued. (As added by Local Law 14 of
1954 in effect 60 days after April 26. 1954.)

§ C26-l77.0 Expiration of applications and permits by 1imitation.--a.
Any permit issued by the superintendent under the provisions of this title.
but under which no wor~ 1s commenced within one year from the date of
issuance. shall expire by limitation.

b. Any application for an approval which has been disapproved in part
and upon which no further action has been taKen by the applicant withi,n t~o

years after the notice of partial disapproval was given shall be considered as
automatically withdrawn. but may be reinstated by the superintendent provided
it complies with all provisions of the law in effect at the time application
for reinstatement is made.

c. Any such application upon which no action has been taken by the
applicant Within thirty months after the date of partial disapproval shall.
with its accompanying plans. be removed from the file and destroyed. (As
amended by Local Law 55 of 1963. effective October 30. 1963.)

(2.1.2.5>: § C26-178.0 CompHance with plans, laws and
regulations.--a. It shall be unlawful to construct any structure. or any
plumbing. except in accordance with the approved detailed statement of
specifications and plans. for which the permit was issued, or any approved
amendment thereof. A certifi~d copy of the approved plans shall be ~ept at all
times on the premises from the commencement of the wor~ to the completion .
thereof. except that this requirement may be waived by the superintendent
where he deems campl1ance with it is unnecessary. (Last sentence of subd. a as'
amended by Local Law 154 of 1939 in effect August 22. 1939.)

b. Permits for construction or equipment of a structure issued by the
superintendent shall be deemed to incorporate the proviso that the applicant.
his agent. employees or contractors shall use only approved materials.
appliances and methods of construction and shall carry out the proposed wor~

in accordance with the approved plans and with all requirements of this title
and any other laws or regulations applicable thereto. whether specified or not.

§ C26-179.0 Adherence to diagrams. It shall be unlawful to fail to
adhere strictly to the location of any new structure. or of an extension to an
existing structure •. as shown on the diagram filed as required by section
C26-l6l.0 or on any approved amendment of such diagram. A survey by a duly
licensed surveyor shoWing the location of the new structure or extension shall
be filed before completion of the structure. His survey shall show the
location of the structure. the elevation of the first tier of beams or of the
first floor. the finished grades of the open spaces on the plot. the
established curb level and the location of all other structures on the plot.
together with the location and boundaries of the lot or plot upon which the
structure is constructed. It shall be unlawful to reduce or diminish the area
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of any lot. a diagram of which has been filed with an application to constTuct
and has been used as basis for a permit. unless 'the structure for which the
permit was issued complies 1n all respects with the requirements of this title
for structures located on plots of such diminished area; provided that tnts
requirement shall not apply to any lot the area of which is reduced by reason
of any street opening or widening OT other public improvem~nt.

Hhere minor extensions of existing structures. or small sheds.
stands. watchmen's shelters. signs and similar small structures are erected.
the superintendent may waive tne requirement that a survey be filed. (As
amended by Local Law 94 of 1953 in effect Hay 22. 1953.)

(2.1.2.7). § C26-180.0 Revocation of permits. The superintendent may
revoke any permit or approval issued under the provisions of this title.
whenever there has been any false statement. or any misrepresentation as to a
material fact in the application on which the permit or approval was based. or
whenever any permit or a.pproval has been issued in error and conditio:'. are
such that a permit or approval should not have been issued.

Group 3 -- Certificates of Occupancy

§ C26-l81.0 Certificates of occupancy for ne~structures--a. It shall
be unlawful to occupy or use any structure erected after January first.
nineteen hundred thirty-eight. in violation of section six hundred forty-six.
sUbdivision a of the charter. The supe~intendent shall issue a certificate of
occupancy. in such forms as may be authorized by the board. certifyi· that
such structure conforms sUbstantially to the approved plans and spec, .ations '1

and the requt.rements of the laws governing bUilding construction applicable to '.~

structures of the class and ~ind of such structure.
b. A certificate of occupancy shall be issued in conformity ~ith

section six hundred forty-siX. subdivision e,of the charter. (Section amended
by Local Law 112 of 1955 in effect Oecember 8. 1955.) .

§ C26-182.0 Temporary certificates of occupancy. The superintendent
may issue a temporary certificate of occupancy for part of a structure.
pursuant to sectton six hundred forty-s'x. SUbdivision g of the charter.
Oriqinal temporary certificates of occupancy may be granted for periods of not
more than ninety days and be subject to renewal by the superintendent for
similar periods of not more than ninety days at his discretion. (Section
amended by Local la~ 112 of 1955 in ~ffect December 8. 1955.)

(2.1.3.3). § C26-183.0 Occupancy of altered structures.--a. It shall
be unlawful to occupy or use 1n Whole or tn part. for any purpose ~hatever.

any structure altered after January first. nineteen hundred thirty-eight.
which was vacant during the progress of the ~or~ of alteration until a.
certificate of occupancy shall have been issued by the Superintendent.
certifying that the ~or~ for which the permit was issued has been completed
substantially in accordance ~ith the approved plans and specifications and the
provisions of the la~s governing building construction applying to such an
alteration. (Section renumbered to be subd. a and amended by Local Law 33 of
1942 in effect July 2. 1942.)
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b. In case such structure- has been substanti a11 y altered so as to
-affect any eXisting means of egress or has been converted or altered from one
class to another class or has been converted or altered so as to increase the
number of living rooms or apartments in the building and such alteration ~oes

not necessitate the vacation of the building during the progress of the worK.
the occupancy or use of the buil ding shall not centt nue more than th irty days
after the completion of such alteration. unless a certificate of occupancy has
been issued by the superintendent. The term "class" as used herein refers to
the classification of buildings in this title and also to the terms II class
and kind" as used in the multiple d~ellin9 law ~hen such law is affected.
(Subd. b added by Local Law 33 of 1942 in effect July 2. 1942.>

. <2.1.3.4>. § C26-184.0 Occupancy of existing structures. The legai
occupancy and use of any structure existing on January first. nineteen hundred
thirty-eight. may continue. except as may be specifically prescribed by this
title or as may be necessary for the safety of life. health or property. Upon
written request from the owner. the superintendent shall issue a certificate
of occupancy for any structure existing on January first. nineteen hundred
thirty-eight. certifying. after verification by inspection. such ocCupancy or
use of such structure. provided that at the time of issuing such certificate
there are no notices of Violation. or other notices or orders. pending in the
department.

(2.1.3.5). § C26-l85.0 Change of occupancy. It shall be unlawful to
make any changes of occupancy or use of any structure if such change is
\nconsisten~ with the last issued certificate of occupancy. It shall be
unlawful to make any change of occupancy in a structure. eXisting on January
first. ntneteen hundred thirty-eight. which would bring it under some special
provision of the laws governing building construction. unless·a certificate is
issued by the superintendent certifying that such structure conforms to the
provisions of the laws governing bunding construction for the proposed new
occupancy and use and that the proposed use will not be in confl tct with any
provisions of the labor law. multiple dweHing law or the bul1ding zone
resolution.

b. Except as herein provided. a new certificate of occupancy shall
not be required where the change of use is within the same use group as listed
in the amended zoning resolution. Where a portion of a building exceeding
three stories in height is changed to a different use. and this portion of the
building do~s not exceed twenty per cent of the total floor area. an amendment
to the existing certificate of occupancy for such new use shall be issued by
the commissioner certifying that the proposed new occupancy and use conforms
to the provisions of the laws governing bUilding construction and that the
proposed use will not be in conflict with any provisions of the labor law.
multiple dwelling law or the building zone resolution. (As amended by Local
Law 29- of 1962. Effective 6-4-62).

(2.1.3.6). § CZ6--l86.0 Contents of certificate of occupancy. In
addition to the certification. required by this article. of compliance with
the approved plans and application and with the provisions of laws governing
building construction. each certificate of occupancy shall state the purposes
for which the structure may be used 1n its several parts. the maximum
permissible live loads on the several floors. the number of persons which may
be accommodated 1n the several stories and any special stipulations of the
permit.
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(2.1.3.7). § C26-187.0 Affidavits accompanying applications for
certificates of occupancy.--a. Applications to the superintend~nt for a
certificate of 'occupancy for a structure. the plans for which vere accompanied
by an affidavit as required by section C26-161.0. may be accompanied by an
affidavit of the licensed architect or licensed professional engineer who
supervised the construction of the worK.

b. In Case the application for the certificate of occupancy is not
accompanied by the affidavit of the licensed architect or licensed
professional engineer vho filed the original plans or who supervised the
construction vork. it shall be'.accompanied by the affidavit of a
superintendent of construction who supervised the construction worK and who
has had at least ten years experience in supervising building construction
vor~.

c. The affidavit of a licensed arch1tect. licensed professional
engineer or superintendent of construction who supervised the construction.
shall state that the deponent has examined the approved plans of the structure
for which a certificate of occupancy is sought. and that to the best of his
Knowledge and belief the structure has been erected in accordance with the
approved plans. and as erected complies vith the laws governing building
construction. exce~t in so far as variations therefrom have been legally
authorized. Such variations shall be specified in the affidavit.

(2.1.3.8). § C26-188.0 Issuance and filing of certificates of
occupancy.--a. The superintendent shall issue certificates of occupancy for a
structure vithin ten days after vr1tten a~plicat1on therefor. if at the date
of such application such structure shall be entitled thereto. A record of all
certificates shall be ~ept 1n the department and copies shall be furnished on .
request and on the payment of a fee of one dollar ~er copy. to any person
having a proprietary interest in the structure affected. (As amended by Local
Law 157 of 1951 in effect November 7. 1951.) _

b. Certificates of occupancy for str~~tures erected after January
first. n1neteen hundred thirty-eight. shall t ssued only after the floor
load signs. required by section C26-343.0 have oeen inst~lled.

Sub-Article 2

Enforcement

Group 1

Rules

(2.2.1.1). § C26-189.0 Authority to adopt rules.--a. The board shall
have power to adopt rules to secure the intent and purposes of this title and
a proper enforcement of its provisions. The board shall also have power to
ma~e rules and regUlations respecting the approval of materials and methods of
construction. Such rules shall be uniform in all the boroughs.,

b. Where not inconsistent with specific provisions of this title. the
rules adopted by the board before January first. nineteen hundred
thirty-eight. by the former s~perintendent of bUildings. and by the former
board. of buildings are hereby confirmed and they shall remain effective until
amended or repealed.
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c. Wherever in this title A. S. T. M. specifications or 6ther
standard specifications are prescribed such specifications shall govern until
such ti me as they may be amended. mod ified or superseded by the' board.

Group 2

Right of Entry of Officers and Employees

(2.2.2). § C26-l90.0 Right of entry of officers and employees. Any
officer or employee of the department. so far as may be necessary for the
performance of his duties. under section six hundred forty-nine of the
charter. shall have the right upon showing his badge of office to enter any
structure or premlses in the city.

Group 3

Approval of Materials. Appliances and
Methods of Construction

(2.2.3>' § C26-191.0 Approval of materials~ appliances and methods of
construction.--a. Except as othervise provided in section six hundred
forty-five of the charter and in section C26-4.0 of this code. the sole
authority to approve materials and appliances is vested 1n the Board. (Subd.,
a. amended by local Law 94 of 1957 1n effect December 30. 1957.)

b. Whenever any materials. appliances or methods of construction have
been approved by the superintendent, a record of such approval shall be Kept
on file in the department and shall be open to public inspection during
business hours. (Subd. b renumbered from former subd. a and amended by Local
Law 50 of 1942 in effect October 29, 1942.)
, c. Any material. appliance or form of construction coming under the
provisions of this title and approved before January first. nineteen hundred
thirty-eight. may be used for the purpose for which it was approved, except so
far as may be inconsistent with specific provisions of this title. (Subd. c
renumbered from former sUbd. b and amended by Local Law 50 of 1942 in effect
October 29, 1942.)

(2.2.3.1). § C26-192.0 Identification marks. Identification marKS,
such as grade marKS, trade-marKs and manufacturers' marKS, for which official
recognition 1S desired, shall be filed with the board and acceptance by it
shall constitute official housing and buildings six certified copies of the
approved trade-marK. (As amended by Local Law 143 of 1940 in effect November
30, 1940.)
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Sub-Article 4

Projections and COnstruction Beyond the BUilding Line
and Within the Curb line

Group 1--Restrictions on Projections Beyond the Building line

(2.4.1.1), § C26-216:0 General restrictions on projections beyond the
bUilding line. It shall be unlawful to permit the projection of any part of
any structure erected after January first. nineteen hundred thirty-eight. or
of any enlargement of a structure built before January first. 'nineteen hundred
thirty-eight. beyond the building line so as to encroach upon a public street
or public space. except as other,,,Ise specifically provided in this article.

(2.4.1.2). § C26-217.0 Projections beyond building line to be
removable. Any part of a structure permitted to project beyond the building
line under the provisions of section C26-2l9.0 shall be so constructed that it
may be removed at any time without causing such structure to become
structurally unsafe in vhole or in part.

(2.4.1.3). § C26-2l8.0 Structural support of projections beyond the
building line.--..An encroachment beyond the building line for at most twelve
'inches of the footings of street valls shall be permitted prOVided such
projectlng parts of footings are at least eight feet belov the sidevalk level.

'., . § C26-219.0 Permissible projections beyond the building line.-a.
Columns~ pilaster and ornamental projections beyond the building
line.-COlumns. pilasters.• and ornamental projections. including their
moulding and bases. erected purely for the enhancement of the beauty of the
structure from an artistic standpoint. may project beyond the bUilding line
two and one-half per cent or less of the Width of the street. but in no case
more than eighteen inches. however when such ornamental projections consist of
a veneer covering the entire facade of an existing bUilding or part thereof.
then the projection shall not exceed more than four inches beyond the building
line. (Subd. a amended by L~cal Law 61 of 1960 in effect September 21. 1960.>

(2.4.1.4.3) b. Ornamental. balustrades projecting beyond the bUilding
line. -- Ornamental balustrades. including the sills and brackets on vhich
they rest. may project beyond the building line five percent or less of the
vidth of the street. but in no case more than twenty-tvo inches. provided
every part of such balustrade is at least ten feet above the sidevalk.

(2.4.1.4.4). c. Mouldings. belt courses. cornices. lintels. sills.
pediments and similar projections beyond the bUilding line. Mouldings. Belt
Courses. Cornices. Lintels, sills. pediments and similar decorative
projections may project beyond the building line one and one-Quarter percent
or less of the width of the street. but in no case more than ten inches.

..\•...."
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(2.4.1.4.5). d. Main cornices project'"g beyond the bUilding
l1ne.--Hain cornices. meaning thereby moulded projections at or near the top
of the street ~al1. may project beyond the building 11ne t~o and one-half
percent or less of the width of the street or a maximum of three feet in ~ny
case. provided sueh main cornices are at least tvelve feet above the sidewalk
at every point.

(2.4.1.4.6). e. Base courses projecting beyond the building
line.--Base courses may project beyond the building line one and one-quarter
percent or less of the width of the street. but in no case more than t~n
inches; provided their maximum height above the highest point of the sldewalk
is five feet.

(2.4.1.4.7). f. Rustications and quoins projecting beyond the
building line. -- Rustications and quoins may project beyond the bUilding line
a maximum of four inches. (As amended by Local Law 50 of 1942 in effect
October 29. 1942.)

(2.4.1.4.8). g. Awnings and marquees projecting beyond the bUilding
11ne. -- 1. Awnings and marquees may extend over the sidewalk in coneeetion
with entrances to public buildings. theatres. hotels. multiple dwellings,
large department stores and similar structures of an essentially publlc
nature, except where forbidden by section 82d6-8.0 of the code. provided such
awnings or marquees are constructed of iron ~nd glass or other incombustible
materials. securely supported from the strueture and properly drained.

Z. All parts of such awnings or marquees shall be at least ten feet
above the sidewal~, shall not extend within two feet of the curb line nor more
than two and one-half feet beyond either side of an entrance. The aggregate
length of all awnings or marquees on any single street front shall not exceed
seventy-five percent of the 1ength of wall on that front nor shall any sing1e
marquee exceed fifty feet in length. There shall .be a clear di stance of at
least four feet between any two awnings or marquees on the same structure. The
requirements as to length and width of awnings shall not apply on streets
designated by 1a.. as "Market streets."

·3. The maximum overall dimensions between top and bottom of sueh
awnings or marquees shall be twenty-four inches.

4. Where unusual conditions are encountered. the superintendent
may. at his discretion. vary the above requirements as to size and location.

5. It shall be unlawful to maintain such awning or marquee without
a permit therefor issued by the superintendent. The annual fee for such permit
shall be five dollars for each one hundred square feet or fraction thereof.
(as amended by local Law 157 of 1951 in e~fett November 7. 1951.)

6. Where the occupancy or use of a building for which occupancy or
use of a marquee was permitted is changed or has been changed to an occupancy
or use other than one of those stated in paragraph one of SUbdivision g of
this section. the marquee shall be removed. This provision shall apply to all
existing marquees. except those existing marquees on warehouses and mar~ets in
the estab n shed mark.et areas of the ct ty, as \Ie11 as to all marquees.
hereafter erected. The commissioner may determine which areas are established
market areas. (Paragraph 6 added by Local Law 69 of 1956; approved by the
Mayor November .30. 1956; effective Sixty (60) days thereafter.)
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(2.4.1.4.9>. h. Fire escapes and balconies to required exits.--Fire
escapes and balconies to fire tovers or other required exits, constructed of
incombustible material, when required on the fronts of structures may project
beyond the bUilding line four and one-half feet or less, but every part of
such fire escapes of balconies shall be at least ten feet above the sidewal~,

except that the use ~f movable ladders or stairs to the sidewalk shall be
permitted when they are so arranged as to be within ten feet of the sidewalk
only when in actual use.

i. Letter boxes.- .
1. The post office authorities and property owners are

hereby given permission to attach temporarily small mail
boxes, Known as letter boxes, to any building or part thereof.
SUbject to the approval of the superintendent of buildings
having jurisdiction, prOVided that the written consent of the
property owner be filed with such superintendent and that the
work be done without cost to the city.

2. ·Application for' permission to attach any such .letter box
must be made in writing on a form prescribed by such
superintendent.

j. In existing structures (except Where prohibited in section
82d6-8.0 of the code>, steps leading up or down at entrances may project
beyond the bUilding line a distance equal to not more than tvo and one-half
percent of the width of the street but in no case more than eighteen inches.
provided that such steps are included between ornamental columns, pilasters,
or cheek piec,es at least three feet h1'gh, and the aggregate width of such
steps does not exceed twenty percent of that street frontage of the building
where such steps are located when such frontage is twenty-five or more feet in
length, and not more than five feet in width when such frontage 1s le~s than
tventy-five feet in length. (Subd. j renumbered from former subd. i and
amended by Local Law 50 of 1942 in effect October 29. 1942.>

(2.4.1.5>. § C26-220.0 Rules governing projections beyond the .
building line. The powers and duties of the superintendent, the commissioner
of parks, or the borough president, within their respective jurisdictions to
adopt additional rules as may be necessary With respect to the construction or
disposition of parts of structures projecting beyond the building line shall
remain unimpaired by the provisions of this article. except that it shall be
the duty of the superintendent to adopt additional rules as may be necessary
with respect to the construction of all sub-surface constructions '~ithin the
curb line and all curb-cuts and driveways, the coverings thereof and entrances
thereto and the issuance of all permits in reference thereto. The
superintendent or the commissioner of par~s may, when deemed necessary or
desirable, fix further restrictions as to the extent of projett1ons beyond the
building l1ne, except surface and sUb-surface tonstructions and the coverings
thereof within the curb line, but the authorization of projections greater
than those specified in this article, ;s unlawful.
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Group 2

,Construction Outside Building Line and
Within Curb Line

(2.4.2.1). § C26-22l.0 General provisions. All construct'on between
the building line and the curb line. otherwise unprovided for by law. shall
conform to the provisions of this article.

<2.4.2.2). § C26-222.0 Building construction~ sidewalk bridges. In
connection with the erection of any large building. a bridge or bridges not to
exceed seven feet in height above the sidewalk and six feet in width extending
the entire length of the proposed bUilding may be erected and maintained upon
obtaining a permit from the superintendent. Where any such bridge is erected.
steps leading from the sidewalk to the bridge may rest on the sidewalk of the
adjoining premises.

§ C26-ZZ3.0 Hoistway opening in sidewalks. No opening in the sidewalk
, area on the street side of the building line. shall be constructed after July
first. ntntt'fn hundred fifty-seven. for the accommodation of any elevator or
lift. whether -anuilly or power op,rated. 'nor for any part thereof. Existing
hoi~tway ~ntn9S tn the sidewalk. may be continued but shall not be enlarged.
provided such OOtntngs are equipped with approved type doors located fl»sh
with the stoe-llk. when closed. Sidewalk. elevators in buildings erected before
July first, "'neteen hundred fifty-seven. may be relocated provided the total
nUmber of sto.~lk "evators. serving the building is not increased. Relocated
sidewalk ",••tors ..y not project more than five feet from the bUilding line
into tht st6twilk lrll. (As amended by Local lav 15 of 1958 in effect May 24.
1958. )

(2.t.2.6.> § (26-224.0 Sto.....doors. Storm-doors not exceeding ten
feft in ht19ftt. ~ .ere than two feet vider than the doorway or entrance of
Any butld'"" ~, be temporarily erected within the bUilding line; providing a
pe~\t thtrtf~ shill have been obtained from the borough president having
jurisdiction; but 'ft no case shall any storm-door extend more than eighteen
1nch,s outstdt the building line. Such structure shall be unlawful if it 1s
pratt'c,'" In tlttnsion of the building front or ~ouse front. vlthln the
bu"ding lint. or an ,nlargement of the ground floor of any premises.

(2.'.2.1>. § C26-225.0Area: special restrictions.--a. Every area.
existing on JAnu.r, first. nineteen hundred thirty-eight. that is open at the
toP. shall be enclos.d with an- iron railing in front and on the sides where
there is In QPfnin; us,d for the purposes of ingress and egress. Such a
railing shill be at liist three feet high measured from the base and capable
of sustaintng 1 lattrll weight of three hundred pounds at any part thereof~

its gates. if .ny. Shill be so constructed as to open inwardly.
b. Tht bOrough president shall have exclusive power to enforce the

provisions of this section.
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(2.4.2.9)~ § C26-226.0 Cellar" steps: cellar doors. Every entrance
or flight of steps, existing on January first, nineteen hundred thirty-e'ght,
and projecting beyond the line of the street and descending into any cellar or
basement story of any house or other bUilding, where such entrance or flight
of steps shall not be covered shall be enclosed with a railing on each side,
permanently put up. from three to three and one-half feet high with a gate to
open inwardly, or with two iron chains across the front of the entranceway.
one near the top and one in the center of the railing, to be closed during the
night, unless there be a burning light over the steps, to prevent accidents.
Where such entrance is covered "by a cellar door, such door shall be kept in
good repair. and shall not be permitted to remain open, except when in actual
use for ingress or egress of persons or for the loading or unloading of things
out of or into such cellar or basement story.

"(2.4.2.12). § C26-227.0 Drains across sidewalks.--a. It shall be
unlawful to construct any drain from any bUilding, structure, enclosure "or lot
of ground through or under a sidewal~. unless the material or materials.
dimensions and construction thereof shall fully conform to standard
specifications for such work, all of Which shall be prescribed by the
superintendent having jurisdiction and kept on file in his office.

b. It shall be unlawful to construct any such drain across the
surface of a sidewalk. unless the material or materials, dimensions and
construction thereof shall fUlly conform to standard specifications for such
wor~. all of which shall be prescribed by the borough president having
jurisdiction and kept on file in his office.

(2.4.2.13.1). § C26-228.0 Driveways across sidewalks.--a. General
requirements.

1. It shall be unlawful to lower any curb or change the grade of any .
side~alk, for the purpose of proViding a driveway across such sldewal~. except
upon complying with the following conditions. and upon being granted a permit
by the superintendent of the borough "within Which the curb or sidewalk is
located.

2. Application shall be made in writing by the owner of the abutting
. premises to the superintendent of the borough within which such premises are
·'ocated. Such application shall set forth the points at which such driveway
shall begin and end. as measured from the building line of the first street
intersecting such curb or sidewalk.

3. In consideration of the granting of such permit, the
superintendent having jurisdiction is hereby authorized to charge a fee of
three dollars per linear foot of curb cut. including splay with one-half such
fee for private dwelling for the privilege based on the length of curb cut to
cover all expenses in connection with the inspection of the alteration of the
sidewalk, and its ultimate restoration to original grade. (As amended by Local
La~ 56 of 1952 in effect May 15. 1952.)

4. Every such drive~ay shall be constructed under the supervision and
SUbject to the direct~on of the superintendent having jurisdiction. and on
condition that, upon failure to comply with all the terms of the permit. the
privilege may be revoked and the sidewalk be restored to its orig1nal grade.
at the expense of the person to whom the permit was granted, or his successor
in title to the abutting property.
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s. Should the vehicular or other use of such driveway. in the opinion
of the superintendent having jurisdiction thereof. be or become dangerous to
pedestrians. such superintendent shall give notice in vriting to the owner of
record of the abutting premises to discontinue such use of such driveway.and
to restore. within ten days. such curb and sidewalk to their original or
proper condition.

6. The superintendent shall refuse a permit to lower any curb or to
change the grade of any sidewalK for the purpose of providing a driveway
across such curb or Sidewalk. when. in his opinion. the actual or intended use
of such driveway would endanger pedestrians.

(2.4.2.13.2). b. Construction.--All private driveways crossing
sidewalKS shall be paved with concrete or other approved materials.

(2.4.2.13.3). t. Maintenance.--In case of failure properly to
maintain any part of a private driveway. that shall not be paved. repaved. or
repaired according to the provisions of subdivision b of this section. the
superintendent may order in writing that such work be done within the time
mentioned in the order. At the expiration of such time the work may be aone
under the direction of the superintendent and the expenses thereof shall be a
lien upon the lot fronting thereon.

(2.4.2.17). § C26-229.0 Violations. Any person vho shall violate any
of the provisions of this article. sections C26-ZZ2.0 through C26-Z28.0. shall
be punished by a fine of fifty dollars for each offense. Any person who shall
continue any such violation shall be punished by an additional fine of five
dollars for each day such violation shall continue. Any person who shall
willfully Violate. or neglect or reduce to comply vith any provision of this
title. or any lawful regulation. order or special direction made thereunder.
shall be punished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars. or by imprisonment
for not exceeding thirty days. or by both.

(2.4.2.18.2). § C26-230.0 Vaults.--a. Jurisdiction.~Each
superintendent is empowered to issue permits for the construction. maintenance
or repair of vaults under sidewal~s within his jurisdiction.

(2.4.2.18.3). b. Permits and restrictions.
,. It shall be unlawful to construct any vau1t under any sidewalk

between the curb and the building line until a permit for such
construction has been issued by the superintendent. The
superintendent shall not issue any such permit.

2. Openings ln the roofs of vaults between the building line and
curb shall be provided with substantial covers flush in all parts
with the sidewalk. of lncombustible material. and so constructed and
maintained as normally to be Kept closed. and to prevent persons from
slipping on them. When such openings are uncovered they shall be
thoroughly safeguarded.

3. The repair of any wall. or the roof of any vaUlt, or any portion
thereof. to maKe such vault or portion thereof safe shall be
permitted in cases where the removal of such vault or such portion
thereof has not been ordered by the administrative authority having
jurisdictlon.
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(2.4.2.18.4). c. Responsibility. The contractor. who shall complete
or begin the construction of a vault. and the owner or person for whom the
same shall be excavated or constructed. shall be severally liable to the
provisions. payments and punishments of this article.

(2.4.2~lS.5). d. Construction. 1. All vaults shall be constructed
with either bricK or other approved masonry walls.

2. All grates of vaults shall be made of iron. the bars of which
shall be three-fourths of an lnch wide and one-half of an inch thick.
and three-fourths of an inch or less apart.

(2.4.2.18.7). e. Violations. Any person who shall violate any
provisions of this section. or any notice or special direction· issued
thereunder, shall be punished by a fine of one hundred dollars.

Group 3--Projection Permits Revocable

(2.4.3). § C26-23l.0 Projection permits revocable. Any pe~lssion.

expressed or implied to construct part of a structure so as to project beyond
the building line under the provisions of sections C26-2l6.0 through C26-234.0
is revocable at will by th~ councilor the board of estimate.

§ C26-230.l Sidewalk cafes.--a. EnclosOres for sidewalk cafes. where
permitted by the commissioner of licenses. may be provided beyond the bUilding
11ne 9 within a street. provided such enclosures are constructed of
incombustible material or slov-burning plastic or other material which will
not support combustion. approved by the board. and provided the sides of such
enclosures do not extend more than elqht feet above the sidewalk .

.b. Canopies or awnings may be placed over sidewalk cafes provided
they are at least eight feet clear above the sidewalk and provided they are
within the limits specified by the commissioner of licenses. Such canopies or
awnings shall be constructed of canvas9 treated to render it fire-resistive 9

supported on metal frames.
c. No part of any awning or enclosure or fixture or equipment of a

sidewalk cafe shall be so located as to obstruct operation of fire escape drop
ladders or counterbalanced stairs or so as to obstruct any exit from a
buil ding.

(AS amended by local Law 32 of 1968 in effect May 3, 1968>'

Group 4--Alterations to Projections Beyond the Building Line

(2.4.4). § C26-232.0 Alterations to projections beyond the building
1i ne.
--a. Any alteration or enlargement made to any existing part of a structure.
projecting beyond the building line on January first. nineteen hundred
thirty-eight. shall conform with the provisions of sections C26-2l6.0 through
C26-234.0. so far as such provisions affect new construction.
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b. Nothing herein contained shall prohibit the removal of any portion
of a s1ngle projection beyond the building line wlthout removal of all
projections. provided the removal of all projections has not been directed by
the councilor the board of estimate or their predecessors. nor shall any~hlng
herein contained prohibit the repair of any portion of such projection
necessary to make it safe.

Group 5--Existing Encroachments Beyond the Building line

§ C26-233.0 Existing encroachments beyond the bUilding line.--a. Such
parts of structures as project beyond the building line on January first.
nlneteen hundred thirty-eight. may be maintained as constructed until their
removal is directed by the councilor the board of estimate. provided the
right of the city or any of its officers to continue an action for the removal
of any unauthorized projection beyond the building line or for the collection
of any penalty. incurred before January first. nineteen hundred thirty-eight.
in connection therewith remains unabridged. .

b. With the concurrence of the borough president having jurisdiction.
the commissioner of housing and buildings. and or each superintendent having
jurisdiction. may, in his discretion. permit rearrangement or reconstruction
of such parts of structures as project beyond the building 11ne provided such
tearrangement or reconstruction is within the limits of existing projection
and provided further that the right of the city or any of ,ts officers to
continue an action for the removal of any unauthorized projection beyond the
building line or for the collection of any penalty incurred before January
1st, nineteen hundred thirty-eight. in connection therewith remains
unabridged. (As amerided by Local law 69 of 1951 in effect June 14. 1951.)

. Group 6--Effect of Action by the Board of Estimate on Projec­
tions Beyond the BUilding Line

(2.4.6) § C26-234.0. Effect of action by the board of estimate on
projections beyond the building line. ·The provisions of sections C26-216.0
through C26-234.0. do not authorize any projection beyond the bUilding line on
those streets where the removal of projections has been or may be directed by
the board of estimate. except in conformity to resolutions by such board of
estimate. or has been preViously directed by the former board of estimate and
apportionment.

ARTICLE 4--CLASSlflCATIONS

Sub-Article 1

Classification by Occupancy

(3.1). § C26-235.0 General. For the purposes of this title all
structures shall be classified. ~ith respect to occcupancy. as follows:
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(3.1.1). &. Public buildings.--Public buildtngs are structures or
parts of structures 1n which persons congregate for civic, political.
educational. religious or recreational purposes, orin which persons aTe
harbored to recetve medical. charitable or other care or treatment. or in',
which persons are held or detained by reason of public or civic duty. or for
correctional purposes. including among others. court houses, schools.
colleges. libraries. museums. exhibition bulldings. lecture halls. churches.
assembly halls. lodge rooms. club houses with more than five sleeping rooms.
dance halls. theatres. bath houses. hospitals. asylums. armories. fire houses.
police stations. ajils. and passenger depots.

(3.1.2). b. Residence buildings. Residence buildings are structures
or parts of structures 1n which sleeping accommodations are provided. except
such as may for other reasons be classed as public buildings. inclUding
multiple dwellings as defined 1n the multiple dwelling law.

(3.1.3). c. Commercial buildings.--
1. Commercial buildings are structures or parts of

structures which are not public bUildings or residence
bUildings. inclUding among others. office bull.:~ings. factory
buildings. salesrooms (stores). markets. restaurants •
.-rehouses. freight depots9 car barns. stables. garages 9 motor
,.hicle repair shops. factories, laboratories. smoke-houses.
,Tain elevators. coal poc~ets9 central station power plants
and electric sub-stations.

2. Nothing 1n this section shall be interpreted 1n any
-.After in conflict vith the building zone resolution in so far
IS permitted occupancies in the various use districts are
concerned.

. (].I .•)', C26-236.0 Doubtful classification. In case any structure 1s
not sOtC""111, provided for. or vhere there,is any uncertainty as to its
cl&SS1ftt&t1Qft9 'ts status shall be determined by the superintendent.

(3.1.5>' I C26-Z37.0 Mixed occupancy. In case a structure t.s occupied
~ us.d for d1fftrtnt purposes in different parts, the provisions of this
talt &:IP1"ng to 'I.ch ctass of occupa.ncy shall apply to such ~,,..ts of the
structu~. IS ce-e .ithin that class: and if there should be conflicting
provis'ons. tbt rtQuirements securing the greater safety shall apply as may be
d!ttra\~d by thf superintendent.
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'Sub-Arti ele 2

Classification of Structures by Type of Construction

{3.Z}' § C26-238.0 General. For the purposes of this title all
structures shall be classified. with respect to type of construction. as
follows:

Class l--Fireproof structures;
Class 2--Fire-protected structures;
Class 3--Non-fireproofed structures;
Class 4--Wood frame structures;
Class 5--Metal structures;
Class 6--Heavy timber structures.

§ C26-239.0 Class l--Fireproof structures.--Class '--fireproof
structures are those in which the walls and structural members are made of
incombustible -at.rlal or assemblies with the following minimum fire, resistive
ratlngs:four hoUrS for exterior walls (except panel walls. and exterior
bearing walls tn private dwelHngs thirty-five feet or less in height>. fire
walls. Pirt, ..'1s. piers. columns. other structural members which carry walls
(except lintlls) and girders carrying columns; three hours for other girders.
fire partttions. floors including their beams and girders. beams. roofs and
floor ttl1i"91. and required stairway enclosures other than in schools and
structures '.ss than one hundred feet in height; two hours for exterior panel
walls In .n strvetvres and exterior bearing walls in private dwellings
th1rty-'i., feet or less in height and required stairway enclosures in schools
and strvctvrlS llss than one hundred feet in height. Permanent interior
part,tlons s~ll be constructed of Incombustible materials. The degree of fire
resistant. of other construction features in fireproof structures and the
materials acclptabll for the purpose shall be In accordance with the
provis'ons of art'tll eleven of this title. (As amended by Local Law 58 of
1957 ift eff.ct October ZS~ 1957.)

, S C26-24O.0 Class Z--Flre-protected structures.--Class 2--Flre
protecte~ structures are those in which the walls and structural members are
made of lnce-Dust'bl1 aaterials or assemblies with'the following minimum ftre
reslst'YI rat'ngs: three hours for bearing walls and exterior walls· (except
panel walls and btartng walls' in residence structures not exceeding 35 feet in
height>. structural .e~rs 1n walls or which support walls or columns.
'nterior col~s 'n public and commercial structures. shafts (except as
otherwise provld,d In s,et'on C26-646.0> and for bearing walls in residence
structures not 'Ic"d'"; 35 feet in height all floors and the roof may be one
hour; one~ for .xt,rior panel walls. except that in structures other than
privat~ Qwelltngs where openings are reQuired to be protected. the fire
resistive ratIng of 'Iterior panel walls shall be two hours. Permanent
interior partitions sh~ll be constructed of materials or assemblies haVing a
fire resistive rat'ng of one hour. The degree of fire resistance of other
construction features in fire-protected structures and the materials
acceptable for the purpose shall be in accordance with article eleven. fire
resistive construction. (Repealed and re-enacted by Local Law 106 of 1949 in
effect December 23. 1949.>

·So in original. Evidently intended to be "are".
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§ C26-24l.0 Class 3--Hon-fireproof structures.--a.--Class
3--non-fireproof structures are those which are made of incombustible
materials or assemblies of materials inadequate to meet the fire resistive
rating requirements of class 1 or class 2 structures. or in which the exterior
walls are of masonry or reinforced concrete and the interior framing is partly
or Wholly of wood or unprotected iron or steel. The exterior walls of such
structures shall be made of incombustible materials or assemblies of materials
with a fire resistive rating of at least one hour when walls or· non-bearing.
two hours when walls are non-bearing and protection of openings is required.
and three hours when they are bearing walls; the floor above the cellar or
basement and columns below such floors shall be constructed of incombustible
materials or assemblies of materials having a fire resistive rating of three
hours (except in residence structures three stories and basement or less in
height and in other structures not over four stories or forty feet in height);
shafts and required stairway enclosures shall be made of incombustible .
materials or assemblies having a fire resistive rating of at least two hours
(except that in structures not over four stories of forty feet in height such
shafts and required stairway enclosures may be made of incombustible materials
or assemblies having a fire resistive rating of at least one hour). The
exterior valls if of masonry shall be as prOVided 1n sections C26-412.0
through C26-467.0. .

b. This section shall not be 'construed as applying to private
dwellings of forty feet and four stories or less in height (except as to
exterior valls). <As amended by Local Law 33 of 1948 in effect May 25. 1948.>

c. Exterior walls of private dwellings of class 3. non-fireproof'
construction may be constructed of incombustible material having a fire
resistive rating of at least one hour. provided the building does not exceed
one story in height and that the building is separated by at least four feet
from any lot line and from any other building. (Subd. c as ,added by Local Law
183 of 1953 in effect December 26, 1953.>

Exterior walls of central station power generating plants where
located at least 30 feet distant from cOIlII1On1ot Hne may be of incombustible
materials without specified fire resistive rating and may have interior steel
without fireproofing. (Paragraph added to Subd. c. by local Law 59 'of 1960 in
effect September 21, 1960.>

(3.2.4). § C25-242.0 Class 4--Wood frame structures.--Class 4--Hood
frame structures are those structures in which the structural parts and
mater"als are of wood. or other combustible ,materials. or are dependent upon a­
wood 7rame for support. including construction haVing an incombustible veneer
or an incombustible covering such as corrugated iron or corrugated asbestos
cement composition sheets. All columns. footings or other supports of the
first floor framing shall be of incombustible materials.
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§ C26-243.o--Class 5--Hetal or f're~roofed (fire-retardant pressure
impregnated) wood structures.--Class 5--Hetal or fireproofed (fire-retardant
pressure impregnated) wood structures are those structures in which the
structural frame WOrK is of metal or fireproofed (fire-retardant pres.sure:
impregnated) wood and in which the walls are of metal, flat or corrugated
cement asbestos composition sheets of incombustible material other than
masonry, and which are without sufficient fire resistive protection to
withstand the fire tests required for the other classes of structures, and in
which the roofs are of incombustible material or of fireproofed
(fire-retardant pressure impregnated) wood.

Fireproofed (fire-retardant pressure impregnated) wood must meet the
performance test requirement as specified in paragraph C26-331.0 to C26-339.0
inclusive. .

All fireproofed (fire-retardant pressure impregnated) wood shall be
clearly identified by impressing on both faces the type and grade of treatment
and name of manufacturer. .

The thiCKness of fireproofed structural lumber shall be the same as
that specified for untreated lumber. Fireproofed wood shall not be exposed to
the weather. (As amended by Local Law 1 of 1959 in effect January 7, 1959.)

(3.2.6). § C26-244.0 Class 6--Heavy timber constructlon.--a. Class 6
Heavy timber construct1on structures are those structures in which: the
exterior walls are of masonry or reinforced concrete with a fire resistive
rating of at least three hours and the interior framing above grade floor is
of wood structural members hav.ing no beam or girder less than six inches in
the least dimension and not less than ten inches in depth and wood posts or
columns not less than e\9ht lnches ln any dimension; floors are of splined or
tongued and grooved plank not less than three inches in thickness covered with
one inch floor~ng laid crosswise or diagonal or of planKS at least four inches
thiCK set on edge close together with broken joints and spiked at intervals Qf
not more than eighteen 'nches. (as amended by Local Law 50 of 1942.)

b. Shafts and reQutred stairways shall be enclosed in materials or
assemblies having a firl rlsistive rating of at least two hours.

c. Wherever structural steel is used, it shall be protected ,as
prescribed for similar uses under section C26-24O.0.

d. The construction of the floor immediately over the basement or
cellar and all floor constructton below it, including columns, shall be as
prescribed in section C26-240.0.

e. Wooden structural members supported by masonry or reinforced
concrete walls shall hav, at least eight inches of masonry between the end o~

the member and .the outer fact of the wall or, in the case of two wood
structural members from OQpOsite sides, at least eight inches of masonry
between the ends of the be..s.

f. Roofs shall be the same as floors, except that planKS shall be at
least two and one-half inches thick and beams supporting the roof shall be at
least six inches in smallfst dimension.

{3.2.7}. § C26-245.0 Mixed construction. No building nor portion
thereof shall be required to conform to the details of a type of construction
higher than that type whiCh ~ets the requirements of this title based upon
occupancy, size and locat\on even though portions of the construction
materials or assemblies tn the building conform to a higher type of
construction.

35

~, ..

M



ARTICLE 5
GENERAL BUILDING RESTRICTIONS

Sub-Article 1

Restrictions as to Location

(4.1.1). § C26-246.0 Fire limits established.--a. All of the city
shall be inside the fire limits; except those portions of D. E. F and G area
districts restricted to uses permitted in residence districts as fixed by the
bUilding zone resolution and amendments thereto prior to January first.
nineteen hundred thirty eight. and such O. E. F and G area districts
restricted to uses permitted in residence districts as may thereafter be
established; and except those pOrtions of the borough of the Bronx included
within a 11ne running one hundred feet south of Eastern boulevard from the
junctton of Eastern boulevard and the Bronx river easterly and northerly to
one hundred feet north of Pelham Parkway. thence one hundred feet north of
Pelham Par~way to one hundred feet east of Boston Post Road. thence one
hundred feet west of Broadway from the Yon~ers city line to the' Harlem River.
thence by the Harlem River, the Hudson River and the Yon~ers city line to the
point of beginning; and except the Borough of Richmond. (As amended by Local
Law 47 of 1940 in effect May 14, 1940.)

b. Nothing herein contained shall place outSide the limits any area
which was within the fire lim1ts on January first, n1neteen hundred
thirty-eight. (As amended by Local Law 47 of 1940 in effect Hay 14, 1940.)

(4.1.2). § C26-247.0 Construction within the fire limits. Within the
fire limits it shall be unlawful to construct frame structures of wood or
other combustible mater1als, except as otherwise specifically prOVided in this
tl tl e. .

(~.i.3). § C26-248.0 Frame construction outside of" the fire limits.
Outside of the fire l1mits the only frame structures of wood or other
combustible materials which may be constructed after January first, nineteen
hundred thirty-eight. shall be such as are otherwise specifically provided for
in this title and the following:

1. (a). A structure to be occupied exclusively for residence
purposes by not more than two futlies having-

{1}. A maximum of eight livable rooms per family when such
structure covers eighty percent or less of the area of the
plot on vhich it is erected and 1s so located that the
combined distances from side lot lines is at least six feet
and the distance from a side lot line is at least two feet.
except that where a building 1s contiguous to another distance
from the opposite side lot line or less. the superintendent
may permit a single family dwelling to be erected three feet
or more from the lot line on one side and two feet or more on
the other side if the latter side is not contiguous with the
build1ng on the adjoining lot.
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(2). A maximum of ten livable rooms per family when such
structure ,covers more than fifty percent and not more than ,
sixty percent of the width of the plot on which it is erected
and 1t is located at least twenty-five feet distant from the
nearest lot 11ne.

(3). A maximum of twelve livable rooms per family when such
structure covers not more than fifty percent of the width of
the plot on which it is erected and 1S located at least fifty
feet from the nearest lot line.

Cb). The exterior wall or walls of any frame structure distant less
than three feet from a lot 11ne shall be of masonry or veneered in accordance
with the rules of the board. or of stud construction with the space between
studs filled with four inches of masonry laid in cement mortar or with four
lnches of concrete covered on the exterior with metal lath and Portland cement
plaster at least seven-eighths of an inch thiCK and on the interior with
materials as approved for one side of one-hour fire-resistive construction.
Cement plaster, where used on the exterior surface· of a structure. shall be of
a one to three mlxture. If veneered With masonry. such exterior walls ~hall be
protected with protective assemblies having a fire-resistive rating, of three
quarters of an hour. except that glazing of wtndows and doors may be·
one-quarter of an inch thic~ plate glass with no light exceeding three hundred
sixty square inches in area. (As amended by Local Law 9 of 1951 in effect
January 15. 1951.>

2. (a). Two frame structures such as are permitted in clause one of
paragraph a of subdivision one of this section may be erected contiguously.
but if so erected the exterior walls of the structure shall be separated from
the lot line by a ~pace of at least four feet on each side. and the party wall
shall be an unpierced masonry vall. or an unpierced stud partition with studs
at least four inches by two inches with beams staggered so as to provide at
least four inches of approved masonry between beams for the full thickness of
wall and with the space between studs filled with masonry laid in cement
mortar or with concrete. and covered on" both sides with incombustible
materials as approved for one hour 'fire-resistive construction. (As amended by
Local Law 9 of 1951 in effect January 15. 1951.)

§ C25-248.0 Frame construction outside the fire limits--Z. b) Such
party walls shall extend through the roof at least two feet. except that in
roofs pitched at an angle of twenty degrees or more from the horlzontal. such
party walls may stop at the top of the roof boards provided no combustible
material passes through the party wall and the junction of roof and wall is
thoroughly fire-stopped. (As amended by Local Law 56 of 1963. effective
October 30. 1963.)

3. One story stables or garages on the same plot with a one
or two family residence structure. prOVided such stables or
garages are six hundred square feet or less in area and
fifteen feet or less in height. and their exterior walls are
distant at least three feet from the lot lines if built of
approved masonry or masonry veneered in accordance with rules
of the board or spaces between stUds are solidly filled with
approved masonry materials.
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4. In the borough of Richmond. a frame structure erected to
be used for business purposes other than garages. motor
vehicle repair shops or gasoline service stations. provided

\ that such structure shall not exceed two stories in height or
more than three thousand square feet in area. and provided
further that such structure shall not cover more than eighty
percent of the width of the plot on which it is erected and
that it is located at least four feet from the lot line on
either side.

5. A frame structure other than one of those previously
described. if approved by the superintendent. provided that:

(a) Such structure shall not be used for commercial or
industr\al purposes;

{b} Such structure shall not be used as a place of assembly;
(c) Such structure be forty feet or less and three stories

and basement or less in height and of not more than fifty-five
hundred square feet in area. occupied by a clUb. association
or other social or non-profit recreational-use structure.
baving no sleeping rooms. except those 1n the living quarters
of the resident custodian and his immediate family and except
sleeping rooms for not more than four employees. located below
the third story;

(d) Every wall and other part of such structure be located
thirty feet or more from the nearest boundary line of the plot
on which it is erected and there be no other structure between
such structure and the nearest boundary line unless such other
structure h at least thirty feet distant from the subject
structure.

. (C.le); i C26-249.0 Separation of frame structures. Except as'
othtrw'" specifically prOVided in this article. frame structures of wood or
othtr cOIOusttDl. -aterials snall have clearance of at least six feet from all
oth.r SUCh fr.., structures upon the same plot.
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§ C26-250.0 Enlargement of vood frame structures.--a. Any wood frame
residence structure'erected before January first. nineteen hundred
thirty-eight may be altered or enlarged without changing the class of
construction and in accordance with sections C26-248.0. C26-249.0. C26-255.0
and C26-256.0. if such structure is to be occupied after such alteration or
enlargement. exclusively as a one or two-family residence and contains at most
eight livable rooms per family. The requirements of this section shall apply
to all buildings where central heating eQuipment or approved gas or electric
space heaters are or are to be: installed. The requirements of this section
affecting the installation of a heating system shall not apply where all year
occupancy has been established before April twenty-fourth. nineteen hundred
fifty-nine. as evidenced by the owner's affidavit and by the existence of a
masonry chimney. and where exterior walls are of dry wall construction. or .
plastered in good condition. Or are properly fire-retarded prior to the
installation of a heating system. (Subd. .a. amended by Local Law 38 of 1960 in

'effect June 17. 1960.)
b. Other wood frame structures erected before January first. nineteen

hundred thirty-eight. when located outside of the fire limits. may be enlarged
provided that after enlargement they are within the limitation as to size and
occupancy prescribed in sections C26-248.0 and C26-254.0.

c. Any wood frame structure erected before January first. nineteen hundred
thirty-eight. may be enlarged provided the new extensions are all Class 1. 2
or 3 construction. and prOVided further that the structures after alteration '
are within the limits of height and area prescribed in section C26-254.0. for
Class 1. 2 or 3 structures. respectively. .

d. Nothing in this section shall be construed to permit the 'enlargement of
any wood frame structure erected, before January first. nineteen hundred
thirty-eight. Within the fire limits. occupied exclusively as a private
dwelling. to exceed the limits authorized as follows:

1. For the purpose of erecting a flat roof thereon. any structure already
exceeding twenty-five feet in height may be raised to a height of
thirty-five feet or less.

2. A one-story and basement structure may be increased one additional
story 1n height.

3. Any such structure may be extended either on the front or rear to a
depth of fifteen feet or less and not more than the width of the structure
and not more than two stories and basement in height.

4. If any such structure has an extension of less width than the main
structure. the extension may be increased in width to the full width and
height of the main structure.

5. Any such structure may have bay windows of wood placed on any story.
except when such bay windows would increase the width of the structure to
more than eighty-five percent of the width of the lot.

6. The size of such structure after alteration shall be within the
1imitation specified tn sections CZ6-248.0 and C26-254.0.

(4.1.6) § C16-251.0 Repair of damaged structures.--a. Within the fire
limits a frame structure of wood or other combustible materials erected before
January first. nineteen hundred thirty-eight. which in the judgment of the
superintendent is damaged from any cause to an amount more than one-half its
value exclusive of foundations or is in need of structural repairs to an
amount greater than one-half its value exclusive of foundations, shall be
demolished.
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b. All other structures which in the' judgment of the superintendent have
been damaged from any cause to an amount one-half of their value~ or less.
exclusive of foundations. may be restored to their previous condition; if
damaged more than one-half of such value the structure shall be completely
demolished or reconstructed in accordance with the requirements of this title.

c. If the owner of the structure damaged or in need of repairs is
dissatisfied with the decision of the superintendent as to the amount of such
damage or the need for repairs~ the amount of such damage or repairs shall be
determined by competent surveyors. One surveyor shall be appointed by the
superintendent. one by the owner. and. in case these two disagree~ one shall
be selected by them jointly. Each surveyor appointed by either the
superintendent or the owner shall be a licensed professional engineer or a
licensed architect. and if a third is appointed~ he shall be a licensed
professional engineer. licensed architect~ or a bUilder of at least ten years'
experience. The owner of the property surveyed shall pay a fee of twenty-five
dollars each for the services of the surveyor appointed by him and for the
third surveyor, if any. The report of the survey shall be reduced to writing
and when signed by any two of the surveyors. shall be conclusive. Any
construction upon a structure. that is the subject of survey. shall be
unlawful until after the decision of the surveyors has been rendered.

d. If the owner of the structure damaged or in need of repairs is
dissatisfied and elects to proceed under the provisions of sUbdivision c of
this section, he may do so only within ninety days of the date of notice of
the superintendent's decision. (Subd. d. added by Local Law 80 of 1955 in
effect June 30. 1955.)

(4.1.7). § C26-252.0 Moving of structures. It shall be unlawful to move a
frame structure of wood or other combustible materials from outside the fire
limits to any point w'th1n such limits to any point within such limits.

(4.1.8). § C26-253.0 unlawful maintenance. occupation or use. It shall be
unlawful to maintain, occupy, or use any wood frame structure erected after
January first. nineteen hundred thirty-eight. in violation of any provision of
tnts title.

§ C26-253.1 Combin'ftv on.-famlly dwellings. Where two separate, existing
one-family dwellings of &ft1 class of construction are combined into one
two-family dwelling, the street wall of the building shall include the entire
width of at least ont livable room of each dwelling unit. (As added by Local
law 127 if 1953 in effttt June 30. 1953.)

SUb-Article 2

Rtstrictions as to Height and Area

(4.Z.1). § C26-254.0 Height and area 11mits.--a. The maximum heights and
areas'of structures betwten exterior walls or between exterior walls and fire
walls shall be within the limits fixed by the following table. according to
the ~ind of occupancy to be provided for. Exterior wall thic~nesses shall be
included in calcu'lating gross area. (Subd. a amended by local Law 126 of 2953
in effect June 30. 1953.)
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b. The limits of,area for business and garage structures, except Class 5
metal structures, may be increased one hundred percent when approved sprinKler
systems are installed.

c. Class 2. Class 3 and Class 6 business and garage structures of greater
total area may be constructed provided they are divided by fire walls into
areas within the tabular limits.

d. Public buildings of Class 3 construction. whose tabular height
limitation is twenty feet. may be erected to a height of thirty-five feet if
having only one occupied story.

e. Class 3 residence structures of greater area than three thousand square
feet may be constructed provided they are divided into units of area of three
thousand square feet or less. by walls or partitions haVing a fire resistive
rating of at least three hours. .

f. Class 5 business structures when used for manufacturing purpo~es or for
the storage of materials of an inflammable or highly combustible nature shall
be separated by at least fifteen feet from any lot l1ne. In other cases the
building shall be located at least four feet" from the nearest lot line.

g. Coal pOCKets and grain elevators, within the fire limits. shall be Class
1 or Class 2 structures.

h. Class 6 structures exclusively for the storage or handling of building
construction materials may. in the discretion of the superintendent. exceed
forty feet. three stories in height.

i. For the application of tabular restrictions on Class 4 residence
structures erected on ground whose elevation 1s three or more feet above the
curb level. the height of a building shall be measured from the average level
of such elevated ground minus three feet when such building is situated on a
lot or plot not more than fifteen feet above the legal curb level. and has not
less than ten feet on all sides or at. least ten feet at front and at rear and
to the limits of the lot or plot on the two sides.

j. central power generating plants of entirely incombustible construction
shall not be limited as to height and area. (Subd. j. added by Local Law 59 of
1960 1n effect September 2,.. 1960.>

(4.2.2). § C26-255.0 Increase in height of existing structures.--a. It
shall be unlawful to increase the height of any structure erected before
January first, nineteen hundred thirty-eight. the height of which is equal to
or less than the tabular height for like occupancy. so as to exceed the
corresponding tabular height.

b. It shall be unlawful to increase the height of any structure erected
before January first. nineteen hundred thirty-eight. the height of which
exceeds the tabular height for liKe occupancy.

(4.2.3>. § C26-256.0 Increase in area of existing structures.--a. It shall
be unlawful to increase the- area of a structure so as to exceed the
corresponding tabular area. unless the enlarged structure is divided by fire
walls into areas within the tabular limits.

b. It shall be unlawful to increase the area of any structure erected
before January first. nineteen hundred thirty-eight. the area of which exceeds
the tabular area for liKe occupancy. unless the existing and additional areas
are separated by fire walls and the additional area is ~ithin the tabular
limits or is subdivided by fire valls into areas within the tabular limits.
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(4.2.4). § C26-257.0 Fire protection in structures other than those of
Class 1 and Class 2. construction. Structures erected after January first.
nineteen hundred thirty-eight. altered or converted to be used' as garages!
motor vehicle repair shops. or gasoline service stations. shall have the'
partitions, columns and girders unless of fireproof construction, and all wood
floor and roof construction covered and protected on all sides with fire
retarding materials or assemblies having a fire resistive rating of at least
one hour and in such manner as may be prescribed by the rules of the board,
except that when such buildings are one story or less in height. and are
without basement or cellar. such protection shall be unnecessary for the roof
construction.

§ C26-2.57.1 Open type parking garage structures.-a. Structures. which are
used exclusively as garages ,for the commercial parKing or storage of passenger
motor vehicles having a capacity not exceeding nine persons per vehicle.
except for the sale of gasoline and oil. as here,n provided. on the street
level and which when completed are without enclosure walls for fifty per cent
or more of the area on at least two sides of the garage at each parking level.
may be constructed according to the provisi.ons of this section. Each of the
two sides that are without enclosure walls for fifty per cent or more of the
area. shall have a minimum length of fifty feet.

b. Open type parking structures in Which the cars are parKed mechanically
• by means of a parting machine in such manner that no person other than the

operator of the parking machine. and the par~ing mechanism 1s permitted above
the street level shall herein be referred to as mechanized parking garages.

c~ No parking shall be permitted more than four feet below curb level in
open type parking garages unless that portion of the bUilding below grade
meets the requirements for class 1 or class 2 construction.

d. Automobile repairs or sale of automobile accessories shall be unlawful
in open type parking garages~

e. The enclosure and spandrel walls of such structures may be omitted.
except on any side which faces and is located with1n fifteen feet of a lot
line other than a street 11ne or within fifteen feet of another building.
Where enclosure or spandrel walls are required by the provisions of this
section. they shall be of incombustible construction haVing a fire resistive
rating of at least two hours and the structural supports of such walls
exclusive of bracing. shall ,be constructed or enclosed in material having a
fire resisti~e rating of at least two hours. Spandrel walls that are not
required by the provisions of this section shall be constructed of
incombustible materials. Enclosure walls that are not required by the
provisions of this section shall comply with the requirements for enclosure
walls at;cording to the class of construction. Where enclosure and spandrel
walls are omitted. no glass, tarpaulins or other enclosing material shall be
permitted. except that adequate curbs and guard rails. acceptable to the
superintendent. shall be prOVided at such openings in exterior walls.

f. Open type parking structures shall conform to the requirements for class
1. fireproof or class 2 fire protected structures. or class 3 non-fireproof
structures. except as otherwise provided in this section.
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g. Open type parking garage structures of class 3. non-fireproof
construction. in addition to complying vith the requirements for that class of
structure, except as otherwise permitted in this section, shall also comply
with the following requirements. ~

1. All construction, including structural members. partitions. stairs,
floors and roof construction. including flooring. shall be of metal, .
concrete masonry, or a combination thereof, or other incombustible
materials acceptable to the superintendent except that floors and roofs may
be surfaced with materials meeting the requirements of section C26-605.0 to
section C26-608.0. inc1 ust ve.,

2. Open type parKing garages of class 3. non-fireproof construction,
meeting the requirements of this section may be erected to a height of not
exceeding eight parKing levels nor more than 60 feet and to an area not
exceeding 30,000 square feet on each level. In no case shall the bUilding
extend more than two hundred feet in depth from the nearest lot line
bordering on a street. (Paragraph 2 of SUbd. 9. amended by Local Law 2 of
1958 in effect March 20, 1958.>' '-

3. Open type par~ing garages may be constructed to any area if divided by
fire valls into areas not exceeding those specified herein.and if
conforming to the specified heights.

4. When the floor or roof deck is constructed of steel and" is used for
parking. the minimum thiCKness of steel shall be 3/16 inch. except that
those portions of the floor or roof deCK not SUbject to vehicular loads may
have a minimum thiCKness of no. 12 Birmingham wire gage unless adequately
reinforced to support the design loads. Gratings or opening in the floor or
roof shall not be permitted except for stairs, piping. manlifts, or parking
machines and in the ramp flooring.
h. Open type parking garages of class 1, fireproof construction, and class

2, fire protected construction. meeting the requirements of this section may
be erected to a height not exceeding ten parking levels. nor more than 75
feet, and to an area not exceeding 30.000 square feet on each level. .

i. ~ll floor areas and all structural parts shall be designed for a minimu~

uniformly distributed live load of 75 pounds per square foot. except that the
secondary members of those spaces where vehicular loads cannot be applied
shall be capable of supporting a uniformly distributed lie load of no~ ~!SS

than 50 pounds per square foot and such members shall be relieved frOtt: ~ne

requirements for concentrated loadings as provided in section C26-34S.0. All
other floor areas accessible to vehicular loading shall be designed for the
concentrated loads. specified in section C26-345.0; except that in mechanized
parking garages 1n 'ihieh the car is not operated under its own power. that
portion of the floor area 'ihich supports wheel loads may be designed for
minimum concentrated loads of 1,500 pounds, provided the car 1s parked in such
manner as to prevent impact and the size and arrangement of such floor area
prohibits jacking of the car for removal of repair tires or any other
operation that would cause an impact load or load concentration \n excess of
1,500 pounds.

j. Open type parking garage structures of class 2, fire protected
construction, may be erected to areas not exceeding twice those specified
herein for c1ass 3 structures of corresponding height.
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k. Open type parking garages tn vhteh cars are parked under their own power
by a person 1n the car. but no passengers other than the car operators are
permitted above the street parking level shall be constructed with at least
two stairways remote from each other and the distance from any point of a:
level to a .stairway shall not exceed 150 feet. Where no persons other than
garage personnel are permitted above the street level. no stair enclosures
shall be required. except as provided herein for the roof level in buildings
not exceeding ten parking levels or 75 feet in height. Where fire walls are
provided to avoid exceeding the areas herein specified. at least one stairway
shall be provided on each side :of the fire wall or walls. All required stairs
shall continue to the roof and where not otherwise required to be enclosed,
shall be enclosed at the roof with a bulkhead constructed of metal, concrete
or masonry or a combination thereof, or other incombustible materials
acceptable to the superintendent, and the well openings shall be adequately
protected by railings and toe boards or equivalent safeguards. . .

1. Mechanized parking garages as define~ 1n this section, not exceeding ten
parking levels or 7S feet in height, in which cars do not operate under their
own power above the street parKing level, shall be provided with fire access
stairs so located that at least two stairs shall be accessible from any point
in every parKing area and every point of a parKing area shall be within a
distance of 150 feet from a stair. The fire access stairs shall be not less
than Z2 inches Wide, constructed of incombustible materials, haVing an
inclination of not more than 60 degrees to the horizontal. Such stairs shall
extend from the street parking level to the roof with an unobstructed landing
at each parking level and with a rise of not more than 15 feet between
landings. The fire access stairs shall be protected throughout to a height of
not less than three feet with a wire mesh screen of not less than no. 10 U.S.
gage, haVing openings of not more than one and one-Quarter inches in any .
dimension, or with other rigid, incombustible guards. Hand rails' shall be
provided. on the stairs and floor openings 1n every tier and shall be protected
with adequate railings and tow guards acceptable to the superintendent.

m. In the open type parking garages where no passengers other than car"
operators are permitted above the street level, if the bUilding does not
exceed ten parking levels or 75 feet in height and 1n other open type parking
garages not exceeding two parking levels 1n height, shafts may be open and
unenclosed, but a roof of incombustible material at least three feet above the
adjoining roof level shall be placed over shafts, other than over fire access
stai~s and parking machine areaways in mechanized parking garages.

n. In all other garage structures. the number. location and enclosure of
stairs. ramps and elevators shall be as required for buildings of that use,
height and class of construction.

o. The sale of gasoline and oil shall be permitted only on the street floor
of open type parking garages, provided that sales are made only for cars using
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the parking facilities of the garage. Tne area for the sale of gasoline and
Qil shall be located at a car entrance or exit from the garage and shall be
arranged and limited in size so as to serve only those cars using the parking
facil i ties of the garage. The area for the sale of gaso11 ne and oil sha11 -,be
located at a car entrance or exit from the garage and shall be arranged and
limited in size so as to serve only those cars using the parking facilities of
the building. The area used for such purpose shall be completely sepa- -oed
from the garage area by a partition having a fire resistive rating of least
one hour shall be constructed over such area. The openings between SU( area
and the area used for garage shall be protected by automatic shutters ~~

fireproof self-closing doors having a fire resistive rating of at least one
hour. and the floor of such area shall be pitched to the sidewalk with a slope
of not less than one-Quarter inch per foot. The gasoline dispensing pumps
shall be located at least nine feet from the street line and the use of
portable pumps is prohibited. .

- p. In open type parking,garages not exceeding ten parking levels or 75 feet
in height and not more than 30.000 square feet in area no standpipe shall be
required. but the foll~lng first aid fire extinguishing equipment shall be
prOVided:

In other than mechanized parking garages. for each 2.500 square feet
of parking level area. and in addition. in the area used-for the sale
of gasoline and oil:

One 2-112 gal. unit of fire protection for Cla.ss "A" fires. and
One 2-1/2 gal. unit or equivalent of fire protection for Class "Bu

fires.
Such first a'd fir••xtinguishing equipment shall be located as required by

the fire commissioner on tlch parking level. In mechanized parking garages.
one 2-1/2 gal. unit of fire protection for Clas~ "A" fires. and one 2-112 gal.
or equivalent unit of ftrt protection for Class as" fires shall be located on
each parking level nelr the fire access stairs and on each parking machine.
When necessary to pre.tnt freezing. extinguishers shall be er,:losed in
approved heated cabinets con$tructed of steel ·or other incombustible materials
acceptable to the sUPtr'nt,ndent and the location of the cabinet shall be
indicated by a red eltctr'c light of not less than 50 vatts.

Q. The provisions of stct'on C26-649.0 and C26-651.0 shall not apply to
open type parking garlgtS not exceeding ten parking levels or 75 feet in
height.

r. Open type parking ,Irlges shall comply with all pertinent provisions of
this code except as otherwise provided by this section. (As amended by local
Law 56 of 1957 in eff.ct A~gust 29. 1957.)

'§ 0.6-257.2 Height af flnees. -In other than residence use districts as
established by the zontng resolution. fences may be erected throughout the
city to a maximum height of ten feet. In residence use districts. it shall be
unlawful to erect any fences. whether of masonry. steel. wood or any other
material. to a height of more than six feet above the ground except that
fences used in conjunction with non-residence bUildings and public playgrounds
excluding buildings accessory to d~e11ings. may be erected to a height of
fifteen feet. Higher ftnces may be approved by the superintendent where
required for the enclosure of public playgrounds. school yards. parks and
similar public facilities. As added by Local law 4 of 1955 and amended by
Local Law 56 of 1956 in effect October 19. 1956.)
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ARTICLE 6

VENTILATION

(5.1.1). § C26-258.0 Ventilation required.--a. Structures or parts of
structures, including those portions of multiple dwellings used for ~usiness
purposes, constructed after January first. nineteen hundred thirty-elght.
shall be provided with ventilation in rooms and spaces as prescribed in this
article and in accordance with rules of the board.

b. In the application of these provisions, any room or space or portion of
which more than fifty percent of its story height, between floor and ceiling,
is below the level of the nearest point of the nearest curb. shall be
considered as having insufficient ventilation for use as living Quarters where
any person or persons may sleep or be domiciled and such use shall be unlawful.

c. Systems of mechanical ventilation installed to comply with the
provisions of this article shall be kept in continuous operation at all times
during the normal occupancy of the structure. .

d. In the application of this article. stationary windows and stationary
sash shall be construed as wall area and shall be given no credit as means of
ventilation.

§ C26-259.0 Design and installation of means of ventilation.--a. Design and
installation. The design and installation of the means for ventilation or air
conditioning shall be as required by this article and 1s prescribed in the
rules of the department.

b. Fire.protection. Where a mechanical ventilating system is installed to
ventilate the business or public portions of a structure other than water
closet compartments and the ventilating system is used to ventilate spaces on
more than one·floor by means of recirculation of air whether or not the system
of ventilation is required by law, the fans of the system shall be arranged to
shut down automatically by means of an approved thermostatic device or other
adequate- fire detecting devices approved by the board whenever the temperature
of the air in the system exceeds 125 degrees Fahrenheit. For this purpose, an
approved thermostatic device which cannot be set to operate at a temperature
1n excess of 125 degrees Fahrenheit, shall be located in the system at a
suitable point in the return air duct. ahead of the fresh air intake. The
thermostatic device shall be either of a type that is manually reset. or the
control system shall be so arranged that some manual operation is required to
restart the fan after the thermostat has operated. Where such ventilating
systems are installed in buildings equipped with automatic sprinklers or
manual or automatic fire alarm systems located on the same floor or floors as
the ventilating system. provision shall be made to stop the fans automatically
when the sprinkler or fire alarm system operate.

c. Where a mechanical ventilating or air conditioning system with
recirculation of air from one space to another is used to ventilate a lobby or
passageway from the stairs or elevators leading to a street or leading to the
exterior of a building. an effective means of detecting and controlling the
spread of smoKe in the ventilating or air conditioning system shall be
provided. Smoke detecting equipment shall not be reqUired where a separate
ventilating system is provided for the lobby. so constructed that no air \s
recirculated from the lobby to spaces outside of the lobby. Also, in any

47



'".. ' .'. :'"'..

public building or part of a public building as defined 1n section C26-235.0,
except schools in wh1ch regular, supervised fire drills are held, where a
ventilating system or air conditioning system with recirculation of air from
one space to another is used to ventilate spaces on more than one story, Means
of detecting and controlling the spread of smo~e shall be provided. The
installation of the smo~e detecting equipment shall be in accordance with the
rules of the board. or in the absence of such rules. in accorda~ce with the
rules of the department.

Smoke detecting devices shall be located in the main supply~~ct on the
downstream side of the filters; so located as to operate reliably in case of
smoke in any part of the air stream. The sensitivity of the smoke detecting
device shall be such that a reduction of less than four per cent in light
beam, or a maximum of thirty-six per cent total light cut-off. Devices shall
be of a type and be so installed as to minimize the possibility of operation
due to accumulation of dust, deterioration of the equipment, fluctuation in
electric current supply or to any other condltion in system operation not
associated with fire or smoke. Smoke detection equipment shall be arranged so
that audible or visual signals will indicate any condition whic~ would
interfere with proper operation of the smoke detecting equipment. The owner
shall have such equipment inspected at least semi-annually and maintained in
proper operative condition. Smoke detector devices shall be approved by the
board. Where the requirements of this section as to sensitivity are not
applicable as a standard for a type of smoke detecting device, the board shall
establish equipment may be used' when approved by the board. The smoKe
detecting devices shall control the spread of smoke by stopping the
ventilating fans. (As amended by Local Law 35 of 1957. Approved by the Mayor
June 20, 1957, in effect sixty (60) days thereafter.)

. (5.1.3) § C26-260.0 Where special ventilation is requtred.--Hhere excessive
heat may be created to the detriment of the occupants, or where steam, gases,
vapor, dust or other impurities in the atr, which may be injurious to health,
may be generated in the ~ourse of commercial or other activities, rooms shall
be ventilated in such manner as to prevent harm to any person therein.

(5.1.4.1) § .C26-261.0 Rooms in. residence structures constructed after
January first, n1neteen hundred thirty-eight.--a. Windows reQuired.---

1. Living rooms shall have one or more windows opening directly
upon a street or other public space~ or upon a court the same lot or
.plot as the structure and conforming to the requirements of section
C26-269.0, provided that the width of such street or open space shall
be at least the minimum required by section C26-269.J, except as
otherwise specifically stated 1n this section.

2. Windows in each room shall have an area between stop beads of at
least one-tenth the floor area of the room. At least fifty percent of
the required window area shall be available as clear ventilating area.

Subdivision b of section C26-261.0 of the administrative code of
the City of New York 1s hereby amended to read as follows:

§ C26-261.0 b. Minimum dimensions of rooms.--living rooms shall have a
minimum clear width of six feet in any part, a minimum clear floor area of
sixty square feet, and a minimum clear ceiling height of eight feet for the
minimum area; except that in any alteration to a building, which bUilding was
completed before January 1, 1948, the minimum clear ceiling height of seven
feet for a minimum area shall be permitted provided however that the
alteration shall have been completed prior to July " 1965. (As amended by
Local Law 34 of 1965, effective February Z3, 1965.)
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(5.1.4.3). c. Alcove rooms.--Residence building occupied by two families or
lessy may have Hving rooms without wlndo'lts as prescribed in subdtvt ston a of
this section, provided that every such room opens, without obstruction y
directly tnto another room whicn has one or more windo'lts opening directly:to
the outer air as prescribed in subdivision a of this section, of at least
one-tenth of the comblned area of the t'ltO rooms, and that the opening between
such rooms is sixty square feet or more in area.

(5.1.5). § C26-262.0 Ventilation of toilets. Every bathroom, toilet room or
other room containing one or more water-closets or urinals, placed in any
structure after January first, nineteen hundred thirty-eight. Shall be
ventilated in at least one of the follo~ing ways:

(5.1.5.1). 1. Windows opening to outer air.--By one or more windows,
opening to a street or to a yard or court of lawful dimensions on the same lot
or plot. Such window or windows shall have a clear area between stop beads of
at least ten percent of the floor area. At least fifty percent of the required
area shall be clear ventilating area but every window shall be at least three
square feet in area and at least one foot in Width.

(5.1.5.2). 2. Windows opening on vent shafts or courts.--
(a). By a window of the size specified in paragraph one of this section

opening on a vent shaft which extends to and through the roof, or into a
court of lawful dimensions and which has a cross-sectional area of at least
one-fifth of a square foot for every foot of height, but at least nine
square feet and unless such shaft opens to the outer air at the top, there
shall be a net ~rea of fixed louvre openings in the SKylight equal to the
required shaft area.

(5.1.5.3) 3. Individual vent flues or ducts.
(a). By an individual vent flue or duct extending independently of any'

other flue or duct to and above the roof and having a cross-sectional area
of at least one ~quare foot or for one or two water-closets or urinal
fixtures and one-third of a square foot additional for each additional
water-closet or urinal fixture.

(b) Vent flues ot ducts passing through two or more successive floors or
through one or more floors and the roof shall run in a shaft or shafts
constructed as prescribed in sections C26-638.0 through C26-647.0.

(c) Each flue or duct shall be equipped with an automatic closing fire
damper where such flue or duct enters the shaft enclosure and. such flue or
duct shall.be equipped at its upper termination, with a wind-below
ventilator cap. Such damper and cap shall be designed in accordance with
the rules of the board.

(d) When two or more such flues or ducts are enclosed in a single shaft,
each shall be covered with fire-retarding materials as prescribed by the
rules of the board.

(5.'.5.4). 4. SKylights.--By a skylight in the ceiling, having a glazed
surface of at least three square feet and arranged so as to provide f1xed
ventilating openings of at least one and one-half square feet to the outer air
above the roof of the structure or into a court or yard of lawful dimensions,
for one or two waterclosets or urinal fixtures and on square foot additional
for each additional watercloset or urinal fixture.
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(5.1.5.5). S. Mechanical exhaust ventilation.
(a) By some approved system of mechanical exhaust ventilation of

sufficient capacity to exhaust at least forty cUbic feet of air per
minute per watercloset and per urinal for public toilet rooms. and at
least twenty-five cubic feet per minute per private interior bathroom.

(b) Separate exhaust flues shall be provided for every two hundred
fifty feet of height of structures. and such flues shall be of
approved construction.

(S.l.5.S) 6. Openings into interior bathrooms and water-closet
compartments.--Interior bathrooms and vater-closet compartments shall have
fixed openings from adjacent rooms or corridors. or from other approved
sources. ample to provide a sufficient inflow of air to make exhaust
ventilation effective. ,{As amended by Local Law 50 of 1942 1n effect October
29. 1942.>

(S.1.S.7). 7. Use of pipe shafts for ventllation.--It shall be unlawful to
use pipe shafts as ventilating shafts.

(5.1.6). § C26-263.0 Ventilation of inside loe~er rooms. Inside locker
rooms and other similar inside rooms shall be provided with exhaust
ventilation giving at least two changes of air per hour.

(5.1.1). § C26-264.0 Ventilation of refrigerating plants. Refrigerating
~lants shall be ventilated in accordance ~ith the provisions of title C of
chapt~r nineteen of the code.

(S.l.S). § C26-26S.0 Ventilation of inside COOKing spaces.--a. Inside
spaces where cooking of any kind 1s done shall have a mechanical exhaust
ventilation of three cubic feet of air per minute for each square foot of
floor area. but in any case at least one hundred fifty cubic feet of air per
minute. Such exhaust shall be collected in a sheet metal flue connected'to an
independent cOmmon flue in a fireproof shaft. Such flues shall be of 'No. 16.
U.S. gage sheet steel. or terra cotta. and shall be connected to a separate
fan.

b. When two or more such flues are enclosed in a single shaft. each shall
be covered with fire-retarding materials as prescribed by the rules of the
board..

(5.1.9). § C26-266.0 Index for ventilation. Spaces above or ~elow grade.
with or without windows. designed for human occupancy only. except for special
occupancy structures provided for in section C26-749.0.or as otherwise
prescribed in sections C26-261.0 or C26-262.0 shall have ventilation either'
from windows or from mechanical means or from both. in accordance with the
fol1o~'ng index and requirements: (First paragraph as amended by Local Law 99
of 1953 in effect June 12. 1953.)

1. Cubic foot contents per person plUS ten times floor area per person in
square feet plus one hundred times the entire masonry window openings per
person in square feet equals index.
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(5.1.9.1) 2. Rooms with windows.--In rooms ~1th windows:
(a). If the index 1s less than 300. there shall be supplied an amount of

fresh atr equal to two and one-half cubic feet per minute per square foot
of floor area. :

(b). If the index is between 300 and 520. there shall be supplied an
amount of fresh air equal to two cubic feet per minute per square foot of
floor area. and an air exhaust of one and one-half cubic feet per minute
per square foot of floor area.

(c). If the index is between 520 and 850. there shall be supplied an
amount of fresh air equal to one and one-half cubic feet per minute per
square foot of floor area and an air eXhaust of one and one-Quarter cubic
feet per minute per square foot of floor area.

(d). If the index is between 850 and 1.650. there shall be required an
air exhaust of one cubic foot per minute per square foot of floor area.

(e). If the index is above 1.650. mechanical ventilation shall be
unnecessary.

(f). In order to be credited as such under the provisions of this
article. a window shall open directly upon a street or other open public
space or UpOn a court. located on the same lot or plot. and conforming to
the requirements of section C26-269.0 for courts.

(g). Sho~ windo~s and other stationary windo~s shall be considered as
wall area in calculating the index.

(5.1.9.2). 3. Rooms without wlndo~s.--In rooms without windows:
CaL If the index is below 850. the requirements shall be 'the same for

rooms with windows.
(b). If the index 1s between 850 and 1.650 there shall be supplied an

amount of fresh air equal to one cubic foot per minute per square foot of
floor area. and an air exhaust of one cubic foot per minute per square foot
of floor area.

(c). If the index 1s over 1.650. there shall be supplied an amount of
fresh air equal to one-third cubic foot per minute per square foot of floor
area. and an air exhaust of one-third cubic foot per minute per square foot
of floor area.

(dL Interior partitions shall have transoms or equivalent openings. and
when partitions occur thirty feet or more away from a window or similar
opening the room so formed shall have ventilation based upon the index
without windows.

4. Ventilation for school structures.--School structures shall be
ventilated in accordancE with the following requirements:

a. In classrooms and other rooms of instruction. and administrative rooms.
where the index is above 1.650. no mechanical ventilation is required.
Classrooms and other rooms of instruction amd administrative rooms. where the
index is belo~ 1.650. shall have a supply of outdoor air of fifteen cubic feet
per minute per occupant and mechanical exhaust. Hhere windows are used at the
source of supply air. mechanical exhaust shall be fifteen cubic feet per
minute per occupant. When outdoor air is supplied by mechanical means. the
exhaust shall be at least 80 per cent of the supply.

b. LOCKers. wardrobes or wardrobe rooms shall be ventilated. as specified
in section C26-263.0 of the administrative code and where these spaces are
include in or are adjacent to a classroom. the exhaust air from the classroom
under regUlation jointly determined by the Board of Education and the
Commissioner of Health may be used for such ventilation.

51

'.'j.



c. AUditoriums. assembly rooms. and other rooms where there are more than
75 occupants. shall have a supply of outdoor air of not less than fifteen
cubic feet per minute per occupant. and mechanical exhaust. Where vindows are
used as the source of the -supply air. mechanical exhaust shall be at lea~t

fifteen cubic feet per minute per occupant. When outdoor air 1s supplied by
mechanical means. the exhaust shall be at least 80 per cent of the supply.

d. In rooms ~here there is danger of large concentrations of toxic
substances. or where strong odors or overheating is liKely to occur. special
ventilating systems. with mechanical exhaust adeQuate to relieve these
conditions. shall be provided.~The exhaust from these rooms shall be
independent of the exhaust systems serving other parts of the building. (Par.
4 added by Local Law 36 of 1946 1n effect December 6. 1946.>

(5.1.10). § C26-267.0 Ventilation of garages.--a. Spaces below grade vith
or without windows •. designed for live storage of five or more vehicles
propelled by gasoline engines or other internal combustion engines and
operated within the storage space under their own power. shall have provisions
for at least four changes of air exhaust per hour by mechanical means. with
provision for a corresponding air inflov from an uncontaminated source. Two
changes of the four shall be taken from near the floor.

b.. Spaces above grade with or without windovs. designed for the same
purpose. shall have provision for at least four changes of a1r per hour by
mechanical means or. shall have adjustable openings near the floor on all
outside and court walls. Adjustable opening shall measure at least six 'nches
by four inches and be within s1x inches above the floor. Such opening shall be
placed between wall columns. and shall be placed sixteen feet or less apart
~here columns .do not occur. Such spaces shall also be SUbject to the
reqUirements of section CZ6-Z60.0.

c. Elevator pits below floor levels shall have mechanical exhaust
ventilation taken from near the bottom of the pits.

(5.1.11). § CZ6-268.0 Human occupancy. Plans for structures. designed for
human occupancy. and filed with the department have designed thereon-the
number of persons wM en the rooms and vart ous spaces are planned to .
accommodate and shall contain a simple description of the system of mechanical
ventilation. if any. to be installed in the structure. One and two family
dwellings are exempted from the requirements of this section.

(5.1.12). § C26-269.0 Courts. a. In structures erected after January first.
nineteen hundred thirty-eight. a court required by subdivision a of section
C26-Z61.0. shall have a width at every point of at least one inch for each
foot that such point is distant from the lowest part of such court. and in no
case shall such width be less than three feet. except that in structures of
not more than 30 feet in width the minimum width of a court shall be not less
than three feet and. except as otherwise specifically provided nerein for
one-family dwellings. Such a court shall be open and unobstructed to the SKY
for the required widths from its lowest point. except for ordinary projections
such as window sills. belt courses and similar ornamental projections to a
maximum extent of four inches. When a court is located on the side of a lot or
plot. the lot line shall be deemed an enclosure of such court. but when a
court opens on a street or open public space. such street or open public space
may be considered as part of that court. (As amended by Local law 35 of 1939
in effect Hay 2~ 1939.)
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~ b. In one-family structures. erected after January first. nineteen hundred
thirty-eight to a height of not more than two stories and twenty-seven feet.
the court required by subdivision a of section C26-261.0. may be less than
four feet in vidth but shall in any case be two feet or more in width. :
provided there is a public space or street or a court of at least two feet in
width on the opposite side and cross-ventilation from one side to the other is
provided for by windows on both sides.

(5.1.13). § C26-Z70. Structures on the same lot or plot. If more than one
structure is placed on any lot:or plot after January first. nineteen hundred
thirty-eight. or. if any structure is placed on the same lot or plot with a
previously existing structure. the several structures. may. for the purposes
of this article. be considered as a single structure.

(5.1.14). § C26-Z71.0 Effect of alterations upon structure ventilation. It
shall be unlawful to alter any structure in a man~er which would reduce the
size of any room or the amount of window space below the reqUirements of .
section C26-26l.0. or which would create any additional room unless such
additional room is made to conform to the requirements of section C26-261.0.
except that such rooms may be of the form to the requirements of section
CZ6-261.0. except that such rooms ·may be of the same height as eXisting rooms
in the same story. It shall be unlawful to enlarge aoy structure or to
diminish the lot or plot on which such structure is located so as to reduce
the dimensions of any court below the reqUirements of section C26-269.0.

ARTICLE 7

MEANS OF EGRESS

Sub-Article 1

General Egress ReqUirements
.
§ C26-272.0 Application of means of egress reqUirements. Unless otherwise

specifically stated. the provisions of this article shall apply to all
structures erected after January first. nineteen hundred thirty-eight; except
factories coming under the provisions of the labor law. provided such
factories comply with the requirements for exit lights and lighting of stairs
and exit passages as specified in subdivision f of Section C26-279.0.
residence structures three stories or less above any basement in height and
occupied by two families or less. and structures included under sectiDn
CZ6-7l5.0. except vertical extension to any structure erected before January
first. nineteen hundred thirty-eight; prOVided: first. that such structure is
capable of sustaining the live and dead loads of the additional stories'
second. that such structure was approved as conforming to such laws gOv~rning
eXits as were in effect at the time such structure was erected; third. that
such structure. after the addition of the vertical extension. will conform to
such laws as vere in effect at the time of the erection of such original
structure; artd fourth. that such auxiliary fire protection as the
superintendent may deem necessary is provided. Also the provisions of this
article shall not apply to the exits from those parts of class A multiple
dwellings which are used or occupied. or which are arranged. intended or
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designed to be occupied for residence purposes. When the exits from such parts
come ,under the provisions of the multiple dwelling law; but where the exits
serve parts of the building used for other than residence purposes. the
provisions of the multiple dwelling law and of this article whichever are:most
restrictive shall apply. The exits from cellars of multiple dwellings shalt
comply with this article. Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this
section. nothing herein contained shall impose any additional requirements on
any occupancy or use in an existing class A multiple dwelling where such
occupancy or use conforms with present law on October first. nineteen hundred
fifty-six. unless such occupancy or use is changed or extended thereafter. (As
amended by local law 54 of 2958. approved by the Mayor October 1. 1958. in
effect June 1. 1959.)

(6.1.2.1>. § C26-273.0 Required exits.-a'. Kinds of required exits.
1. Every structure erected after January first. nineteen hundred

tnirty-eight. shall have such means of egress. consisting of interior
stairways. fire towers. horizontal exits. ramps. escalators of party wall
balconies. including the necessary hallways and doorways. as may be otherwise
reqUired. .

2. Structures exceeding three stor1es above any basement in height.
occupied as dwellings by one or two families. shall be provided with one
stairway at least three feet in width. Such stairway shall be enclosed in
fire-retarding partitions with a fire resistive rating of at least one hour.
and all openings shall be protected by fireproof self-closing doors or
stationary sash with a fire resistive rating of at least three-quarters of an
hour. Such stairway shall lead directly to the street and to the roof. In l1eu
of an enclosed stairway as described herein. a regulation fire escape may be
erected on the front or rear of the structure. provided such fire escape meets
the requirements of this article for fire escapes.
. 3. Ramps may be used in place of stairways provided such ramps are
constructed with level platforms or landings where a ramp changes direction.
and also provided that SUCh ramps conform to section C26-290.0 as to the width
and to subdivision h of section C26-292.0 as to enclosure. When the entrance
doors are electrica"y-operated or are prOVided with a wicket door. ramps in
lieu of required stairways may also be used in two-story structures used
exclusively for garage purposes provided that such ramps are separated by
fireproof partitions from the floor space through which such ramps pass. and
prOVided that such ramps are located in conformity with subdivision d of
section,C26-273.0.

4. All ramps shall have a maximum pitch of one foot in eight and shall be
prOVided with non-slip surfaces.

5. A stairway escalator moving only in the direction of egress from the
structure may be considered as a means of egress provided that the following
requirements are met:

(a) Enclosed stairways or fire towers c~lyin9 w1th the provisions of
this article shall be so located that every point in any floor area above
the grade OT one story below the grade shall be within a distance of one
hundred feet from such a stairway or fire tower;

(b) The width of the stairway escalator shall be at least forty-eight
inches between balustrades and the moving tread shall be at least forty
inches in width;

(c) The stairway escalator shall be enclosed in accordance with the
provisions of this article apply'ng to interior stairways or fire towers;

(d) The stairway escalator shall comply with the provisions of section
C26-291.0:
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(e) The materials entering into the construction of the stairway
escalator shall be incombustible except; .

(1). Wheels, which may be of slow burning material,
(2). The hand-rail. which may be of flexible material, including rUbber.
(3). A veneer of one-tenth lnch of wood when attached directly to and

baCKed up by metal or other incombustible material;
(f). Any mechanical or electrical equipment required for the operation of

the stairway escalator and located within as enclosure shall be arranged
and protected to the satisfaction of the superintendent to prevent the
escape of fire or smoKe into the stairway enclosure;

(g). The capacity of a stairway escalator shall be computed in accordance
with subdivision a of section C26-292.0;

(h). An electric switch. which will arrest the movement of the escalator,
shall be prOVided at each such escalator.

(6.1.2.2.1). b. Number of exits required.--l. Required exits from rooms.--
(a). Evrry room having an occupancy of more than seventy-five persons

shall hav, at llast two doorways. Such doorways shall be remote from each
other, and shill lead to an exit or exits. (Paragraph 1 of Subd. b. amended by
Local Law 57 of 1958 in effect October 10, 1958.) .

(6.1.2.2.2.). 2. Required exits from the ground floor.--Unless otherwise
provided 'VIr, ground floor area having direct exit by doorways to a street
and hay'", an '99rI9&te area exceeding twenty-five hundred square feet or an
occupanc, of -orl than seventy-five persons shall have at least two means of
egress.'hlr, potftt tn such area shall be within one hundred fifty feet of a
means of ."..,s. [yery point 1n such area shall be within one hundred fifty
feet of ...&ftS of '9Tess, but one of such means of egress from stores may be
by vay of I bAs.-rat passageway connecting with the main hallway of the
structurt. Ira structures used exclUsively for school purposes and in which
regullr s~rytsld 'tre drills are held. the maximum distance of any point in
a ground f\~ art. from a means of egress shall be one hundred eighty feet.

(5.1.2.2.3).3. Required exits from floor areas.--
(a). EVlry floor area above or below the ground floor shall have at

leAst t-o r'Qu1r'd'means of egress available to all the occupants of such
arta. 'Ieeot IS provided in paragraph four of subdivision b of this
sectton•.•nd'IClpt:

(1). That tn structures over seventy-five feet high and with a floor
arel of twenty-ftve hundred square feet or less. at least one fire tower
shall bt pr~'dld;

{ZL That tn structures with a floor area of twenty-five hundred square
feet or l.ss Ind seventy-five feet or less in height. only one required
stairway nl.d be prov1ded when the occupancy on any floor above grade is
one person for lach ftfty square feet or more of floor area and the egress
fac111t1rs confora to the provis1on of section C26-Z92.0.

(3). That in structures two stories in height with four thousand square
feet or lrss of floor area 1n the second story, only one exit shall be
required. when the maximum distance of travel to such exit is one hundred
feet and the second floor level is seventeen feet or less above the
sidewalK level and the egress fac'lities conform to the provisions of
sect'on C26-292.0, and the occupancy of the second floor does not exceed
fifty persons. (Paragraph (3) amended by Local Law 79 of 1956 in effect

.December 14, 1956.>
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(b). One of the required stairways shall be an interior stairway. A fire
tower may be substituted for one of the required stairways. where more than
one such stairway is required. "

(c). When a floor area receives the discharge from an intermediate or :
mezzanine floor. such floor area shall have sufficient means of egress to
provide for the total occupancy of such floor area and the mezzanine area.

(d). Where floor levels are occupied by more than one tenant. each tenant
shall have direct access to at least two means of egress properly located and
adequate for the occupancy served. (As amended by Local Law 155 of 1939 in
effect August 22. 1939.)

(6.1.2.2.4). 4. Required exits from intermediate or mezzanine floors.-­
(a). When the area of an intermediate or mezzanine floor exceeds

twenty-five hundred square feet or fifty percent of the area of the floor
immediately below, and such floor below is utilized in conjunction with and
conr-eets with such lnterm~diate or mezzanine floor. such intermediate or
mezzanine floor shall be treated as a separate floor area. "

(b). When the area of an intermediate or mezzanine floor is less "than
twenty-five hundred square feet or less than fifty percent of the area of the
floor immediately below. and such floor below is utilized 1n conjunction with
and connects with such intermediate or mezzanine floor. the means of egress
shall either comply with subdiVision d of section C26-273.0. or'be such that
any point on such floor shall be within fifty feet of a stairway.

(6.1.2.2.5>. S. ReqUired exits from mixed occupancy structures.---
(a). In structures two or three stories in height. occupied on the first

floor for commercial purposes and by one or two families above the first
floor, which structures do not require a comPustible occupancy permit from the
fire department. the required means of egress may be a single stairway
enclosed in the first story in partitions having a fire resistive rating of at
least one hour and without any opening to the commercial occupancy on the
first floor. Where a combustible "occupancy permit is required. a slng1e
stairway. similarly enclosed. shall be-permitted. provided that the commercial
occupancy is also separated from the residence occupancy by ceilings having a
fire resistive rating of at least one hour.

(b). In case of failure to meet such conditions. a second means of egress
shall be required. Such means may be a fire escape. and in the discretion of
the superintendent such a fire escape may be located on the rear of the
structure.

(c). When any part of a building occupied as a dwelling is used for
garage purposes. the means of egress shall comply with the foregoing
requirements and the building shall conform in all respects with the
provisions of section Cl9-67.0 of the code.

(6.1.2.3). c. Number of occupants.--

1. The minimum number of persons to be prOVided for 'n any floor area
shall be the number which can be accommodated within the net floor area at the
rate of one person:

(a). For every ten square feet in dance halls. restaurants. lodge rooms
and places of assembly. and floor area used for restaurant purposes in a
club provided forty per cent or less of the net floor area of such club is
used for such purposes;
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<b). For every ten square feet in rooms used for dining pu~poses, three
hundred square feet in area or less. comprising twenty-five per cent or
less of the net area of any floor in hotels or clubs;

(c). For every fifteen square feet tn court rooms, classrooms and lecture
rooms in schools and colleges;

(d). For every twenty-five square feet in reading rooms, marKets, first
floor and basement sales areas in stores and laboratories and studios, in
schools and colleges;

(e). For every fifty square feet in billiard rooms, bowling alleys, golf
schools~ archery ranges and~rooms put to similar uses;

(f). For every sixty square feet in worK rooms, and in store sales area
above the first story.

(g). For everyone hundred square feet in show rooms, office buildings,
hospitals and preparation rooms of laboratories tn schools and colleges;

(h). For uses specifically prOVided for and also for uses other than
those sJ)ecifically provided for in thh section. the number of occupants on
any floor shall be within the capacity of the minimum requirements for the
means of egress. The exits from each floor shall be adequate in all cases
for the maximum number of persons occupying a floor. (As amended by Local
Law 152 of 1951 1n effect November 7. 1951.)
Z. The net floor area for the purposes'Qf th1s article shall be determined

in accordance with section C26-73.0.
3. The requirements for means of egress from any floor area more than one

story below the grade level, except-areas used exclUsively for mechanical
equipment. shall be double the requirements based on the above occupancy
factors for areas above grade.

4. Prior to the occupation of any structure erected or altered after
January first. nineteen hundred thirty-eight, the unauthorized occupancy for
each floor of such structure. as' stated in the certificate of occupancy, shall
be permanently posted under glass and maintained in the main entrance hall of
such structure.

(6.1.2.4). d. location of required means of egress.--1. The required means of
egress shall be so located that every point in any floor area above the grade
shall be within a distance of one hundred twenty-five feet of a.n exit door
opening on an enclosed stairway or fire tower. except as otherwise prOVided
for in this subdivision. When approved by the superintendent, floors in which
at least ninety-five percent of the floor area lies within the areas described
by radii of one hundred twenty-five feet from the stair of fire tower doors
serving such floors, shall be exempted from this limitation. except that the
travel distance and radii of one hundred twenty-five feet noted in this
SUbdivision may be increased to one hundred fifty feet in buildings fully
equipped with an approved automatic sprinkler system.

2. The required means of egress shall be so located that every point on any
floor which is one or more stories below grade shall be within a distance of
one hundred feet of an enclosed stairway.

3. In any floor area. whether subdivided or not. the maximum distance fron
any point along the natural and unobstructed line of travel to an enclosed
stairway or fire tower shall be one hundred fifty feet. When approved by the
superintendent, gymnasium, loc~er rooms, cafeterias. swimming pools. and
libraries, in structures used exclusively for school purposes in which regular
supervised fire drills are held, shall be exempted from this limitation.
Corridors. hallways or aisles shall be provided to give reasonably direct and
unobstructed travel to the exit doorways opening on the enclosed stairway and
fire tower.
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It shall be unlavful to pass through more than one adjoining room to reach
such a corridor~ passagevay~ or a1s1e. (Paras. 1. 2 and 3 of subd d. amended
by Local Law 57 of 1958 in effect October 10. 1958.)

4. EX1ts shall be remote from one another. .
S. The means of egress serving any floor shall be located in such a manner

as to further the rapid exit of the occupants.
6. Places of public assembly and dance halls. located in structures coming

under the classification of section C26-Z37.0 shall have means of egress
separate from any other parts of such structures.

7. It shall be unlawful to erect a fire escape on the rear of any structure
as a required means of egress. unless there shall be access from the lower
termination of such fire escape to the street through a fire-proof passage or
to the yard or court of an adjoining building from whence there is egress
through such bu1lding to the street. Access to such yard or court of such AI
adjoining building may be by a gate or door through an intervening fence~ or ~.

if this is imp:dcticab1e the superintendent may accept access by a ladder to,.1.~.. 1

the top of such fenee or by such other means as he may deem adequate. Egress j

to an adjoining property by means of a gate or door through a fence shall be
unacceptable unless the written consent of the owner of such property is
obtained and filed with the superintendent. Where any fire escape is over the
roof of a structure or any portion of a structure~ or where such roof is used
as a means of egress from a fire escape. such roof shall be of f1repr~~f

construction except that in the case of a roof constructed before Ja -y
first. n1neteen hundred thirty eight. the underside of such roof neeu ~nly be
f1re retarded wah metal 1ath a.nd three-quarter inch ceme,nt plaster.

SECTION C26-273.0 Subd. 5~ d**(Added>.
8. Storage garages and other spaces haVing a gasoHne pump. shall have a

minimum of tvo exits remote from each other. These exits shall be so arranged
that ofte exit is located at the street wall and the second exit 1s located not
less than tvo-thirds the depth of such storage.'garage or space away from the
street wall. The second exit Shall lead directly to the street. or to the
street by either a fire passage having a four hour ftre rating vith one and
one-half hour fireproof self-closing doors at all interior openings. :~ ot~n

yard or court not less than ten feet wide ,with all openings at passage level
protected by a fireproof. self-closing assembly.
(Paragraph 8 added by local Law 12 of' 1961~ approved by Mayor February 24.
1961. in effect July 1. 1961.)

*·50 written in original. EVidently intended to be Section C27-273.0.
"Subd. d.-

(6.1.2.5>. e. Boiler room ladders required.--
1. Every structure. except private residences~ in which steam boilers or

apparatus using or producing steam~ gas or vapor are placed below the curb
level. in addition to the primary interior stairway readily available from the
areaS containing such equipment. shall have stationary iron ladders or stairs
from such areas leading directly to a manhole through the sidewal~ or other
outside exit. unless a second separate and available exit 1s provided by an
enclosed stair or horizontal exit. Such manhole shall be arranged in such
manner as to be readily opened from the inside. (As amended by Local Law 69 of
1940 in effect Hay 31. 1940.).

Z. A primary stairway shall be unnecessary when the room containing such
boiler and mechanical equipment is less than three hundred square feet in area
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and such room is completely separated from the structure by unpierced f1re
walls. fire partitions or fireproof partitions. provided that such boiler is a
low pressure boiler. .

3. Required exit doors from high pressure boiler rooms shall open outwardly.

(6.1.3). § C26-274.0 Width and arrangement of aisles.--a. Where more than
three hundred chairs are temporarily employed in a place of assembly. such
chairs shall be secured together as units of at least five chairs so as to
maintain at all times minimum aisle vidths of three feet where the aisle
begins and increasing in width "toward the exits in a ratio of one and one-half
inches to five running feet. There shall be fourteen or less seats in any row
between aisles. and seven or less seats in any rov between an aisle and the
wan. partition or railing. Where eXits. corridors. passages and cross-over
aisles are prOVided at both ends of any aisle. such aisle shall be uniform in
width; SUCh uniform width shall be at least three feet plus three Quarters of
an inch for each five running feet in such aisle.

b. Where an exit opens directly from a floor area without an intervenIng
enclosed hallway. there shall be provided an aisle. adjacent to such exit. at
least tvice the required width of the exit doorway and extending to the
nearest cross-aisles with a minimum length of ten feet from SUch doorway in
each direction.

(6.1.4). § C26-275.0 Minimum head room in required stairways and cross-over
passages·. The minimum head room tn stairways and crossover passages shall be
eighty-three inches in the clear between the floor. landing or tread. and any
projection below the general ceiling level.

§ C25-276.0 Inadequate exits for existing structures. Except as provided in
artic'le nineteen of this title. every structure elected before January first.
nineteen hundred thirty-eight. which is unprovided with exit facilities as
prescribed in section C26-273.0. and in which the exit facilities are in the
opinion of the superintendent. inadequate for the safety of the occupants.
shall be prOVided with such means of egress. consisting of fire-escapes or
such other means of egress or fire protection. as such superintendent shall
direct. If the owner or agent of any structure affected by an order issued
under this section shall. after service has been made upon him. and with'"
seven days. Sundays and holidays exclUded. file a written appeal with such
superintendent. such superintendent shall appoint a board of survey as
provided for in sectlon C26-196.0. upon vhose findings a new order shall be
based and issued. (As amended by Local Law 60 of 1947 in effect August 1.
1947.)

(£.1.6). § C26-277.0 Reduction of required means of egress by alterations
forbidden. It shall be unlawful to alter any structure. whenever erected. in
such a manner as to reduce the means of egress to less than is reqUired under
the provisions of sectlon C26-273.0. Addit10nal means of egress installed in
any structure erected before January first. ntneteen hundred thirty-eight.
shall conform to the requirements of sectton C26-273.0. unless such means of
egress are installed in conformity with the requirements of section C26-276.0
or sections C26-302.0 through C26-304.0.

(6.l.7). § C26-278.0 Effect of change in occupancy or use upon means of
egress. Structures changed from one class of use or occupancy to another shall
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Comply wfth the requirements for means of egress. which apply to the new use
or occupancy. When strict compliance with the provisions of this article is
impractical the. superintendent may. in his discretion. approve 'such means of
egress as in his j~dgment will accomplish the same purpose.

§ C26-279.0 Designation of required means of egress.--a. The location of
each required means of egress on every floor of every'structure shall be
clearly indicated by exit signs. Such signs shall be placed at an angle with
the exit doorway if such placement shall be required for such signs to serve
their purpose adequately. These signs shall be of a phosphorescent material.
approved by the Board of Standards and Appeals, which after exposure to normal
lighting conditions shall be capable of remaining visible in total darKness
for a period of at least eight hours. They shall also be washable~ non-toxic,
non-radioactive. and if SUbjected to fire must be self-extinguishing when the
flame t s relll)ved. Except for illuminated signs, these signs shall have a
phosphorescent bac~9round and opaque text.

Where .,.ns of egress are required to be indicated by an i11uminated sign,
there shall be ,ither (l) an illuminated exit sign with the lettering thereon
made of the afor.said phosphorescent material. or {Z} a supplemental exit sign
made of the Ifor,said phosphorescent mater1al with an opaque text, and placed
adjacent to or IS close as possible to such illuminated sign.

b. In long corrtdors, 1n open floor areas and in all other situations where
the lOC&t'Oft of the means of egress may not be readily discernible or
understood ~, the occupants, directional signs shall be prOVided and
ma1ntl'''" to "nt as guides from all portions of the floor or corridor.'
Thes, Ilifts sblll be of a phosphorescent material, approved by the Board of
Stlndlrds and loDe.ls, which after exposure to normal lighting conditions
Shill bt c~Cl. of remaining visible in total darKness for a period'of at
ltlst ttgftt hours. They shall also be washable, non-toxic,.non-radicactlve,
Ind 'f SubJ.ct~ to fire must be self-extinguishing when the flame is removed.
ExclPt fer "1Y1'nated signs these signs shall have a phosphorescent
ketgT'OUftCS aftd oPf,Qu. text.

Mhtrt & ,'rect'Oftll sign is required to be illuminated there Shall be
t'tblr (1) aft '11uatnated directional sign with the lettering. indicator,
s,-bOt or ctblr de.tee thereon made of the aforesaid phosphorescent material,
or <2> I SYDpl...ntal directional s1gn v1th the same lettering, lnd'cator,
s,-ol or ••1't IS appears on the illuminated s1'gn, but opaque, on a.
bickground ..Ot of the aforesaid phosphorescent material and placed adjacent
to ~ IS clOSt IS possible to SuCh illuminated sign.

(As ..-nd.d Cy lOCal Law 6 of 1967 in effect January " 196B).

c. When ~. than four lights are required. extt and directional signs
shall be 111Ul1nittd through circuits separated from the general lighting and

'power stry1c. Ind SUCh circuits Shall be ta~en off ahead of the main
switchboard.

d. The locltion. type. size and general character of such exit and
directional s1gns Shill be untform and as approved by the superintendent.

e. Nothing hlrein contained shall be construed as requiring extt signs or
lights over doorvays of the main entrance or entrances to structures or parts
of structures used exclusively for religious services. {Subd. e added by Local
law 45 of 1954 in effect July 13, 1954.}
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Section 1. Subdi~lsion f of section CZ6-Z79.0 of the administrative code of
the City of New York. as amended by local law thirty-eight of nineteen hundred
fifty-nine. is hereby amended to read as follows:

f. The red exit lights reQufred by the provisions of section 272 of the
labor law. and lights for stairways and exit passages shall be Kept lighted at
all times when the building is occupied. Exit lights shall be not less than 75
watt bulbs. if incandescent or made up of two bulbs each of 40 watts
incandescent, or 20 watts in fluorescent lighting. or the equivalent in
electro-luminescent panel lighting. Such lights shall be powered from an
electric circuit separated from all other circuits and shall be taken off on
the power supply side of the main switchboard ahead of all other circuits. The
provisions of this subdivision f shall apply to all existing buildings or
parts of buildings which are required to conform to the exit requirements of
the labor law. (Subd. f amended by Local Law 85 of 1961 in effect December 29~

1961. )

(6.19). § C26-2BO.O Lighting of required means' of egress. All stairways.
fire towers. h.llways. passageways and other required means of egress.
together w1th .11 areas to Which the public has access. shall be equipped with
adequate art1"c1.' lighting facilities. Such lighting facilities shall be
used when .~eQu.te natural light is unavailable. Emergency lighting facilities
shall be pnQ¥1ded subject to the approval of the superintendent. When more
than fOUT 11 9hts are requi red. the emergency 11 ghti n9 sha11 be provt ded
through c1rcu'ts separated from the general lighting and power service and
such c1rcuttt Sbill be ta~en off ahead of the main switchboard.

(6.1.11) .• C26-282.0 Exits to be kept clear. It shall be unlawful to
obstruct or to r.duce the clear width in any manner of any doorway. hallway,
pass.g•••,. Stl1rvay or other means of egress required by this article except
~s .., be Othfrwl~, specifically herein provided for.

-.

SUb-Article2

Exit Doors

(6.Z.1). § C26-283.0 Width of doorways of required means of egress.--a. The
.int~ Iggr'9ltt width of exit doorways from any room or floor area to a
hallway. st.ir. or other required means of egress and the minimum width of an
extt dOOrw.,. l"ding from a floor to a stair shall be six inches for each
twenty-flvt"p'rsons or fraction thereof accommodated thereby. except that
where,only on, ,.tt 1s pTovided the minimum width of the exit doorway shall be
thirty-st. ineh.s for f'fty persons or less and forty-five persons, and except
that tn structur.s used exclusively for school purposes in which regular
supervised f1r, drills are held. one doorway thirty-nine inches in width shall
be permitttd for tath forty-four inches of required width of stairway. hallway
or passageway on which such door opens.

b. The &axiaua clear width of a single exit doorway shall be forty-four '
inches, and the mtnimum thirty-six inches. except that exit doorways in
structures used exclusively for school purposes in which regular supervised
fire drills are held and from rooms or spaces occupied by not more than twenty
persons shall be not less than twenty-eight inches in width. Also doors on the
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street floor. serving as exits from a stairway, hallway or passageway may be
not less than twenty-eight inches in width. The minimum width of an exit
doorway leading from a floor to a required stair shall be not less than the
width -determined by the stair capacity. The required width of doorways shall
be divided into sUbstantially equal units. .

c. The minimum aggregate width of exit doorways from any stairway. hallway
or passageway shall be the required width for such stairway. hallway or
passageway. except as otherwise specifically stated '1n this section.

d. The width of the doorway shall be the clear width between stops. (As
amended by Local law 126 of 19~ in effect October 20. 1952.)

(6.2.2). § C26-284.0 Hanging of doors from required means of egress.--a.
Doors to stairs and fi~~ tower enclosures, and doors from rooms and areas
occupied by more than fIfty persons, shall open in the direction of egress for
the full width of such door.

b. Doors serving as required means of egress. except as may otherwise be
prOVided for in this title~ shall open outwardly and shall be so hung and
arranged that vhen opening or opened such doors shall not reduce the widths of
the hallways or passageways or the required widths of stairs or stair landings
or other means of egress. In structures used exclusively for SChool purposes.
doors of rooms for instruction may swing in either direction. The maximum
projection beyond the building line for doors opening directly on the-street
shall be eighteen inches.

c. It shall be unlawful to allow the sVing of a door opening on a stairway
to overlap the top step.

§ C26-Z85.0 Door fastenings on required means of egress. The fastenings on
doors serVing as required means of egress sh~ll be such that the doors may be
readily opened from the inside without the use of keys. except that it shall
be unlawful to use draw bolts in places of assembly. Where draw bolts are used
on required exit doors~ the bolts shall be ~ept opened at all times when the
building is occupied. The doors of rooms where persons are under 'legal
restrain and the doors of rooms or floor areas unoccupied by human beings
shall be exempted from the requirements of this provision. {As amended by
Local Law 43 of 1957 in effect July 9. 1957.>

{6.2.4}. § C26-286.0 Operating devices of doors and windows 1n required
means of egress.--a. Self-closing and automatic doors and windows on required
means of egress shall be equipped ~ith such devices as may be required under
the conditions of operating to close, and maintain in a closed condition, the
doors and windows to which such devices are attached. except that easily
released door holders may be used elseWhere than in basement passageways
located in structures used exclusively for school purposes, provided that
regular supervised fire drills are held.
- b. Self-closing and automatic doors and windows and their operating devices

shall at all times be maintained in worKing order. It shall be unlawful to so
obstruct, hold~ or blOCK open any such door or window as to interfere with or
prevent its operating as a self-closing or automatic fire or smoKe cut-off.

(6.2.5.l). § C26-2B7.0 Revolving doors.--a. Classification of revolving
doors. Revolving doors shall be classif\ed as follows:

1. Type A revolVing doors are those in which-the individual Wings
are maintained in the normal revolVing position. and which are so
designed and constructed that each wing is independently supported
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and such wing 1s provided with a safety release incorporated 1n such
support. which safety release is so designed that simultaneous
outward forces exerted by persons of ordinary strength on both sides
of the door pivot will cause such wings instantly to fold back on
themselves. like· the leaves of a bOOK. in the direction of egress and
will provide two outside passageways. thereby permitting easy egress
through the vestibule.

2. Type S- revolving doors are those in which individual wings are
maintained in the normal revolvingposltion by races. or similar
devices. and whiCh doors are so designed and constructed that the
braces which hold the wings in their normal position support two or
more interconnected wings and may be released by simple mechanical
means, thereby permitting the individual wings to be tollapsed so as
to permit free egress through the vestibule.

b. General requirements for revolving doors.

(6.2.5.2.1).--1. Construction of revolving doors. The requirements for the
construction of revolving doors and their enclosures shall be at least equal
\n fire resisting qualities to the requirements applying to all other doors
and frames similarly located. At least one push bar shall be prOVided on each
wing of a revolving door.

(6.2.5.2.2).--2. Glazing of revolving doors. Any glass installed in the
wings or the enclosures of r~volving doors shall be at least one-Quarter inch
thick plate glass.

(6.2.5.2.3).--3. SOl,d regulation of revolVing doors. Every revolving door
on a required means of 'gr'S$ shall be so constructed and maintained that the
rate of its revolving SPltd during actual use shall be fifteen revolutions or
less per minute. Ariy ••ns for so regulating such speed shall not interfere
with the normal operation ~nd use of such doors. and the failure of such
regulatory means shall not 'nterfere with the normal operation and use of such
doors.

(6.2.5.2.4).--4. Fl~ covering within enclosures of revolVing doors. It
shall be unlawful to plact -ats or other floor covering within the enclosure
of revolving doors. unless such ,mat or other floor covering is permanently
secured to the flooring and unless such mat or other floor covering ~s at
least one-half inch th1cl and is placed in the sinKage. .

(6.2.5.3). c. Use of r,yolving doors pennitted. Type A revolving doors may
be used, except as provided tn subdivision d of this section. as a reqUired
means of egress. in accordance with the follOWing provisions:

1. Doors with a diameter of five feet six 1nches may be used to the total
required ·width of exits serving a ground floor area only. when such area is
twenty-five hundred square feet or less and when the occupancy 1s one
hundred persons or less.

2. Doors with a d\~ter of six feet may be used to the total required
width of exits when such doors serve a ground floor area only. and when the
occupancy is two hundred persons or less.

3. Except as otherwise provided in paragraphs one and two of this
section. doors with a d1ameter of six feet six inches or mare shall be used.
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4. Seventy-five per cent or less of the total required width of street

exit doors may consist of revolving doors. except as otherwise provided ir
paragraphs one and tvo of this section; and except that where there are I
practical difficulties. ,the superintendent may approve in office bUild~ng

occupancy structures of Class 1. fireproof structures. or Class 2.
fire-protected structures. such greater percentage of revolving door exits
to total required exits as 1n h1s opinion will result in a safe condition
without increasing interference with free egress from the structure.

5. Fifty percent or less of the total required width of street exit doors
may consist of revolving doors where anyone or more of such doors is not
1n accordance with the description of Type A revolving doors under
subdivision a of this section. and is not in accordance with the provisions I
of SUbdivision b of this section.

6. Revolving doors shall be credited as a required means of egress only
to an extent equal to the minimum clear unobstructed width of the
~assageway through the vestibule when the leaves are in a collapsed
position.

(6.2.5.4). d. Use of revolvtng doors forbidden. It shall be unlawful to use
revolving doors as required means of egress from assembly halls. asylums.
aUditoriums. churches, dance halls. motion picture theatres~ schools.
theatres. hospitals. or from any room or space within a building where more
than three hundred persons congregate for purposes of amusement or worship.

(6.2.5.5). e. EXisting revolving doors.
1. Type Arevolving doors. installed before January first. nineteen
hundred thirty~ight. in accordance with the requirements of the then
existing laws. may be retained as required means of egress. except
where otherwise prohibited.
2. Type B revolving doors installed before January first. nineteen
hundred thirty-eight. may be retained as required means of egress.
except where otherwise ~rohibited, when. in the opinion of the
superintendent. no dangerous exit condition exists. If such a

, dangerous exit condition is deemed by the superintendent to exist.
Type B doors shall either be replaced by Type A revolVing doors. or
be supplemented by one or more swinging doors at least two feet four
inches wide located adjacent to the Type B revolVing door. as such
superintendent may direct.

(6.Z.6). § C26-288.0 Special locking of exit doors. Nothing in this title
shall prevent the superintendent. where conditions \n his judgment warrant.
from approving the installation on exit doors. from a banK~ trust company,
jewelry store, or any other store devoted to a single similar use where
articles of unusual value or monies in large Quantities are ~ept~ of a locking
device which may be operated electrically from the interior of the bUilding
and which shall be used only in an emergency.

Sub-Article 3

Passageways and Hallways

(6.3.1). § C25-289.0 Passageways 1n required means of eqress.--a. The
minimum width of a passageway serving a single required stairway shall be
equal to the minimum width of the stairway emptying into such passageway .
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b. The minimum width of a passageway serv'ng two or more required
stairways. except as provided in sUbdivision b of section C26-Z92.0 shall be
sixty-nine percent of the aggregate width of the stair~ays emptying into such
passageway.. -

c. A maximum of five elevators may discharge into a passageyay five feet
one inch or more wide. but when the number of elevators exceeds five. the
width of the passageway shall be increased in accordance with the following
table;

_ ~.-r... - ccs__••••••__.&

• '•• *' *' ..

Number of elevators

6 to 10 inclusive
11 to 15 inclusive
16 to 20 inclusive
21 to 25 inclusive
26 to 30 inclusive

Hidth of passagevay in feet

7-112
...............•.•..•.............•.... ;.9-1/2

10-3/4
• *' '*' • • • • • • .. • • • • • •• 12
• •• *' *' •••••••••••••••••••• *' • • • •• 13

";:"

.o,''!

___...__••_. ._•••••••_.,.__._.......~......__.:c ••••• •••••___

Where the number of elevators exceeds thirty-. the v1dth of the passageway
shall be increased one foot for each additional five elevators or fraction
thereof.

d. Passageways sha11 be mainta i ned the. full' wi dth throughout wi thout
projections -or obstructions of any ~tnd.

e. It shall be unlawful to place show windows or openings to any store.
office. SUbway or similar space. except show windovs or doors entirely beyond
any passageway doorway and extending at most eight feet in from the building
line. in the enclosure walls surrounding corridors and passageways leading
from any requtred stairs. fire tower or elevators to the street. Provided.
however. except for passageways from ftre towers. that stores. showrooms. or
storage spaces. adjoining such corridors or passageways when protected by an
automatic wet sprin~ler system and where the use of such spaces does not
require a fire department combustible permit. and prOVided further. that
offices. banKS. spaces not used for storage and such other space incidental to
the main use of the building. including toilet rooms. whether or not protected
by sprinKlers. may open on such corridors or passageways ~1th such openings as
follows:

(1) Door openings three feet eight inches or less in width. when
protected by fireproof self-closing doors haVing a fire resistive
rating of at least one hour ~ith glaZing permitted as specified for
doors in stair enclosures. except that door openings five feet six
inches or less in ~idth may be provided with self-c1os1ng doors of
structural glass or other 1ncombustible material when protected by
automatic or self-closing fire door assemblies having a fire
resistive rating of at least one and one-half hours and approved
automatic sprink.ler protection on the room -side of such door
openings. in front of and adjacent to the automatic door.
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(2) Sho~ wlnd~s three feet or less in depth when protected by
automatlc sprinklers. glazed with polished plate or wlred glass
one-quarter of an lnch thick. and backed with fire partitions in
which all door openings are three feet eight inches or less in width
and are provided with and protected by fireproof self-closing doors
having a fire resistive rating of at least one and one-half hours
with glazing of such doors permitted as specified for doors in stair
enclosures. except that openings eight feet or less in width and
height may be provided 1n such partitions when protected by automatic
fire protective assemblies having a fire resistive rating of three
hours and approved automatic sprinkler protection in front thereof
and adjacent thereto on the room side of such openings.

Anyone length of show window shall not exceed eight feet and shall be
separated from adjoining show vindows or door'openings by fire partitions. The
minimum distance between any openings. except stairhall and elevator door
openings. Shill be three feet. ShOw windows and door openings. except
stairhall lnd elevator door openings. in anyone section of ~a1l shall not
exceed 1n totll width fifty per cent of the length of such wall except where
such len;th of vll1 does not exceed eight feet. (Subd. e amended by Local Law
63 of 1954 1ft .ffect October 8. 1954.)

f. It 'hall btunlawful to use ground floor lobbies. corridors and
passagewlJ1 servtng as required means of egress for the storage. display or
sale of ce-busttOl, lerchandise. except that an area twenty-five square feet
or len ...., 1M us.d for the sale of newspapers and magazines. and an area of
fifty SQUart f.at or less may be used for the sale of tobacco and candy.
prov1ded t~t the required clear width of such lobby. corridor or passageway
1s not 'ft ."1 w., reduced.

g. A PI~nt"t 'nformation booth or deSk constructed of incombustible
aater-hl. Pel ""'ell ts incidental to the main use of a bunding may be
prov;ftd ,. t~ lobby. corridor or passageway leading from any"required stairs
or .1e••tors to tbl street but shall 1n no way obstruct Or interfere with the
r'Qu1red clelr w'dth of such lobby. corridor or passage~ay and shall not
,~c"d th1rt,-stx ftet in area. (Subd. g. added by Local Law 63 of 1954 in
,ff.ct OCt~r I. 1954.>

(6.3.2). , C26-290.0 Hallways 1n required means of egress.--a. The minimum
cl"r .'Ct~ of I hallway leading to an ex1t shall be forty-four inches for the
first "'ty OtrsOftS to be accommodated. except as otherwise provided in this
sletten. lftd SUCft wtCth shall be increased six inches for each additional
f'fty persons or friction thereof to be accommodated.

b. Nhert the OCCvP&ncy is less than fifty persons. the required minimum
clear wtdtn .., be reduc,d two inches for each ten persons less than fifty.

c~ Pub1\c ftlll ..,s Shill be enclosed ~ith fireproof partitions unless
otherw1se sPlC1ficll1, provided in this chapter. (Paragraph c as added by
Local Law 151 of 1951 \n effect November 7. 1951.>

(6.3.3). § C26-Z91.0 Outlets from passage~ays and exits on required means
of egress.--l. OUtl,t from exIts at grade which do not open upon public
streets. shall lead to a street through a passageway or open court enclosed in
accordance w1th parAgraph one of subdivision h of section C26-29Z.0.

b. The lowest level of a passageway leading to the street shall be three
feet or less below the level of the slde~a1~ at the termination of such
passageway. except that for occupancies of one hundred fifty or less, the
lo~est level of suc~ passage~ays may be eight feet.
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c. Exit passageways tn school structures may be provided from open courts
to the streets. if the level of such passageways is 'six inches or less below
the level of the general floor immediately below the curb level. and if the
side walls and roof of the passageway are of fire resistive construction:
having a fouT-hour rating. and if the openings from the passageway into the
structure. are limited to two exits with a maximum aggregate of ten feet of
openings on each side measured between stops. and such exits are equipped with
self-closing protective assemblies having a fire resistive rating of at least
one hour. and if such exits are so arranged that the doors cannot swing into
the clear area of the passageway. The difference in level between such
passageways and the sidewalk shall be adjusted by stairways or ramps.

Sub-Article 4

Required Stairways

(6.4.1.1). § C26-292.0 Interior required stairs.--a. Width of interior
required stairs.

1. Every required stairway shall have a minimum clear width of for-ty-four
inches throughout its length. including hallways. landings and platforms
within the stair enclosure. except that hand-rails may project a ma~imum of
three and one-half inches. and strings may project on one or both sides a
maximum of one inch to a height of six inches or less above the nosing. and
except as prOVided insubd\v\sion a of section C26-273.0. respecting
escalators. and SUbdiVision b of section C26-292.0.

2. The aggregate width of required stairs serving as exits from any story
shall be sufficient to accommodate at one time the total number of persons
occupying or permitted to occupy the story served by such stairs in accordance
with the following limitations:

{a} Dance halls. ballrooms. banquet halls. cabarets. restaurants.
exhibition halls. museums. meeting halls. assembly halls. bowling
alleys. funeral parlors. passenger depots. court rooms. bath houses.
auditoriums used for religioUS purposes as provided in section.
C26-7l9.0. auditoriums in school structures and in public museums
conforming to section C26-720.0. gymnasiums in school structures.
places of assembly as defined in section C26-116.0. except those
included in subdiVision b. television studios with audiences as
defined in section C26-770.1.provided the floors used for such
occupancies shall be 24 tnches. except that an allowance of 40
persons may be made for twenty inches of stair width added to one or
more 24 inch units of statr width. Where there are more than 720
occupants on any floor at least three stairs shall be provided and
where there are more than 1.280 occupants on any floor. at least four
stairs shall be provided. The aggregate width of eXits and stairs
shall be divided into SUbstantially equal units. Where there are two
exits or stairways. they shall be on opposite sides of the space or
floor. Where there are three exits or stairways. the third shall be
remote from the other two. (Para. a. amended by Local Law 25 of 1961.
in effect April 27. 1961.)
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(b) Hospitals~ asylums~ jails~ librar1es~ class rooms and lecture rooms i"
$chools~ fire houses. police stations. offices. showrooms. stores. marKets.
varehouses or storage spaces. garages. laboratories. power stations. billiard
rooms. svimming pools. studioS. libraries. dwellings other than private ~

dvellings. or multiple dwellings. or any other use not specified in item (a)
nereof immediately preceding--30 persons per unit of stair width. The unit of
stair width for such uses or occupancies shall be 22 inches. except that an
allowance of 15 persons may be made for 12 inches of stair width added to two
or more 22-inch units of stair width. (Par. b. amended by Local Law 25 of
1961. in effect April 27. 1961~)

(c) The provisions of this section shall not apply to special occupancy
structures or parts of such structures coming under the provisions of article
13 of this title unless so provided in article 23. Where a story is occupied
1n part for uses or occupancies listed under SUbdivision a and in part for
uses or occupancies listed under subdivision b. the width of stairs shall be

. computed separately for the uses not under the same subdivision but any excess
stair capacity remaining from the .use or occupancy specified in item Ca). may
be used for the use or occupancy coming under item (b). The width of a stair
shall not be diminished between the floor served by such stair and the outlet
of the stair at the street or grade level.

ed) When a horizontal exit. complying With ·the requirements of section
CZ6-296.0. is provided. the stairs may be proportioned on the basis of
one-half of the total number of persons to be accommodated; when the building
is fully equipped v\th an approved automatic sprinkler system. the stairs may
be proportioned on the basis of tva-thirds of the total number of persons to
be accommodated; and if both a horizontal exit and an approved sprinKler
system are provided. the stairs may be proportioned on the basis of
four-tenths of the total nUliber of person's to be acCOIIIIIOdated. The doors of
horizontal exits shall hl.e an adequate width as required by section C26-Z83.0
to accommodate the nu.bfr of persons permitted in the area served by a
horizontal exit. less thOse persons accommodated by the capacity of the stairs
area. In school structures 'four stories or less 1n height the stairs may be
proportioned on the basis of one-third the total number of persons to be
accommodated. provided t~ the floor areas are divided into at least three
fire areas and are pro¥",~ with two horizontal exits. (Para. 2 of Subd. i.
repealed and te-enacttd D, Local law 111 of 1955 in effect December 8. 1955.)

3. In computing th. c&P&city of required stairways. the maximum depth of
landings and platfonlS s~l1 be deemed to be the vidth~f a single run of the
stairvay which is attacr..d to .such landings or platfor..:;:.

4. Where the (,:cupanc, of a mezzanine floor. as determined in accordance
with subdivision: of ,_etten C26-273.0. is twenty-five persons or less. the
stairways serving such ..zzan1ne. except stairways which also serve the floors
of th~ structure generall,. may be thirty inches in width.

(6.4.1.2). b. Width .~ required stairways in structures of limed area.
1. Where the gross ground area of a structure's four thousand square feet

or less and the occupancy above the first floor in accordance with subdivision
c of section C26-273.0. \s fifty persons or less. the minimum width of
reqUired stairvays shall be three feet. except as provided with respect to
escalators in subdivision a of section C26-273.0.

2. If. 1~ such structures. tvo stairways exit into a common passageway at
the street level. and if the passageway between the stairway nearest the
street and the sidewalk 1s without steps. the width of the corr,d6r may be
three feet eight inches.

5
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c. limitation on stair passageway and landing dimensions. The minimum width
of stair passageways and stair dimensions shall be equal to the width of the
required stair. 'The maximum width of any stair passageway shall be the width
of the required stairs plus twelve inches; the maximum length of any land.~ng
at any floor level shall be the sum of the width of the required stair plus
the width of the widest door opening on such landing plus twelve inches for
each unit of stair width and the maximum length of any intermediate landing
shall be the width of the required statr plus twelve inches for each unit of
stair width. Where a stair of greater width than that required by subdivision
a of this section is provided the minimum and maximum widths of the sta1r and
passageways shall be as though the provided width of stair were the required
width. It shall be unlawful to increase the area enclosed by partitions
surrounding required stairs so that any of the maximum dimensions of stair
passageways or landings herein specified is exceeded. (Subd. c repealed
re-enacted by Local Law 111 of 1955 in effect December 8. 1955.)

(6.4.1.4). d. Dimensions of treads and risers for required means of egress.
The treads and risers of required stairs shall be so proportioned that the
product of the number of inches 1n the tread. exclusive of nosing. and the
number of inches in the riser. shall be betveen seventy and seventy-five. but
the maximum height of any riser shall be seven and three-quarter inches. and
any tread. exclusive of nosing, shall be at least nine and one-half inches

. wide; provided that in schools the proportions and dimensions of treads and
risers may. in the discretion of the superintendent. be adjusted to suit the
age of the persons for whoa the school is fntended. Risers and treads. other
than winding treads. shall be of uniform width and height in anyone flight.
It shall be unlawful to us. winders. except that in the discretion of the
superintendent. winders .., be used for stairs of an· ornamental character
which have a minimum width of seven inches at any point and a maximum average
..idth of ten inches. Steps 01" stairs in lines of travel shall have at least
two risers in any chang, of level.

(6.4.1.5>' e. Spiral StAirs.- It shall be unlawful to use s'piral starrs as
required means of egress. tlCept when such spiral stairs serve an intermediate
or mezzanine floor hav1ng Aft area of two hundred square feet or less.

(6.4.1.6). f. Landings And vertical rise on required means of egress.
1. The vertical r\st of any fl'ght of stairs serving as a required means

of egress between floors. landings or platforms. in straight runs of
stairs. shall be forty·e1ght inches or more, except that ~hen staiTS are
permitted to be three f ••t wide in accordance ~ith subdivision b of section
C2~29Z.0. such distAnce shall be forty-two inches or more.

2. The distance between risers on landings. or platforms. in straight runs
of stairs. shall be forty-eight inches or more. except ·that when stairs are
permitted to be three feet wide in accordance with subdivision b of section
C26-292.0. such distance Shall be forty-two inches or more.

(6.4.l.7.1). g. Construction of required stairways.
1. Materials for reQuired stairways. Stairs and stairways serving an exit

shall be constructed of incombustible material or assembl ies throughout.
except in frame and non-f1reproof structures forty feet or iess in height
and occupied by fifty or less persons above the first story. The treads and
landings shall be constructed and maintained in such manner as to prevent

.persons from slipping thereon.
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(6.4.1.7.2). 2. ~trength of required stairways. Stairs, platforms. landings
and stair halls shall be of sufficient strength to sustain safely a live load
of at· least one hundred pounds per square foot.

(6.4.1.7.3). 3. Support for treads. landings and platforms 1n required
stalrways.--Hhen treads. landings or platforms in required stai~vays are of
slate, marble. stone or composition, such treads, landings and platforms shall
be supported for their entire length and width by a solid steel plate of
suitable thlc~ness, securely fastened.

<6.4.1.8.1>. h. Enclosure of reauired stairways.
1. tire resistive ratings for enClosures of required stairways.
(a). Required stairways in public buildings, in structures used for film

stUdios. in structures containing occupancies requiring fire department
combustible occupancy permits. and in all Class I, fireproof structures,
except school structures. shall be enclosed with partitions or walls haVing a
fire resistive rating of at least three hours.

<b}. Required stairways tn all Class 2. fire-protected struetures. all
Class 3, non-fireproof structures and all Class 6, heavy timber construction
structures except residence bUildings three stories or less above any basement
1n height and in other structures at most four stories or forty feet in
height. shall be enclosed with valls or part'tions having a fire resistive
rating of at least two hours. except as otherwfse prescribed in this section.

(c) Interior required stairways which are not required to be enclosed in·
walls having a minimum fire resistive rating of at least tvo hours, shall be
enclosed with fire resistive partitions having a rating of at least one hour.

(d) All doors opening on required stairways shall have a fire resistive
rating of at least three~quarters of an hour. Such doors shall be self-closing
and shall be normally closed. It shall be unlawful to fasten open any such
door.

(6.4.1.8.2>. 2. Opening in enclosure of required means of egress.--(a) It
shall be unlawful to open any pipe; elevator or other shafts, chases. panel
boards. toilet rooms. slop sinKS. closets. or openings other than exit .
doorways with fireproof self-closing doors. into the enclosures of required
stairways or crossovers used in connection with such stairways. except as
provided in SUbdivisions e and 9 of section C26-289.0 and except that, where
approved. automatic fire windows may be installed tn the exterior walls of
such enclosures. Elevator shafts on the ground floor are exempted from this
provision. {Subset. 2 (a) amended by Local Lav 62 of 1954 in effect October 8,
1954.>

{b> Unless otherwise prescribed in this title. in structures having a
maximum height of five stories or sixty-five feet. exterior vindow openings.
or exterior door openings in required stairways may be provided vith
non-fireproof windows or doors. provided that such stairways are located
thirty feet or more from the nearest lot line. (As amended by Local law 70
of 1940 in effect Hay 31. 1940.>

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit other openings
or stairhalls in multiple dwellings where such openings are permitted under
the multiple dwelling law in structures six stories or less in height.
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(d). Hhere a required 'stairway serving the upper floors of a structure 1s
continued in the same enclosure to one or more floors below grade. the
portlon of such stairway above grade shall be separated from the porti~n
below grade by a fireproof partition. Such partition shall have a fireproof
self-closing door swinging in the direction of egress from the floors below
grade. and such partition shall be so arranged as not to interfere with the
platform serving the upper floors. Structures used exclusively as schools.
in which the uses of the basement require frequent circulation. regular
fire drills are held under supervision. and exit signs are provided. are
exempted from the requirements of this provision.

_ (6.4.1.9). i. Service or ornamental stairways. Unenclosed service or
ornamental stairways may be constructed under the following conditions:

1. Such stairways shall be so placed as not to Qbstruct or interfere with
the function or use of the required means of egress nor to be a part of such
means of egress.

2. Not more than two adjoining stories in any structure may be connected by
an open well. unenclosed stairway or escalator.

(6.4.1.10). j. Exterior stairways as required means of egress.
1. Exterior stairways. where permitted as required means of egress under

section C26-276.0. shall be constructed of incombustible materials and snall
conform in all other respects. except as to enclosures. to the requirements
for interior stairs. "

Z. Such exterior stairs shall be connected to each story which they serve
by means of self-closing fire doors or automatic fire windows with a clear
minimum exit opening of three feet in height and thirty inches in width. The
window and door openings on the course of. below or within ten feet
horl~ontally of such exterior stairways. shall be equipped with self-closing
fire doors or automatic fire windows. Such stairways shall be protected
throughout to a height of five feet either with netting made of wire at least
0.135 inches in diameter. No~ 10 U.S. steel wire gage. such netting having a
maximum mesh of one and one-quarter inches. or with other rigid guardS.

(6.4.1ell). t. Termination of required stairways at grade and roof. Every
required stairway shall lead 1n a continuous enclosure to street level. Such
stairways serving the uppermost floor of a structure shall continue ~o the
roof. except as hereinafter prOVided. as follows:

1. Every -required stairway terminating at the level of a setback roof shall
be extended to such setbaCK roof through a bulKhead or fireproof passageway.
or such stairway shall be carried to a required hallway or stairway prOVided
with fire doors unequipped with lOCKS. and such fire doors shall be arranged
to open from either side.

2; When the roof of a structure has a slope exceeding one foot in ten. the
required stairways shall be connected in the top story by a f'reproof
passageway enclosed' in construction having a fire resistive rating at least
equal to the fire resistive rating of the required stairway enclosures
connected by such construction. except that in schools three stories or less
in height WIth such roof slopes. such connection of stairways may be omitted.
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§C26-292.0 K. 3. All required sta1rvays shall continue to the roof~ except
that 1n structures two stories or less in height. the stairways from the .
second floor to the roof may be omitted. provided that partitions enclosing
stairhall are fire resistive and all openings from the stairhall. to the ",
interior of the structure are protected with one-hour self-closing fireproof
doors. and a ladder from the head of each required stairway to a scuttle
opening in the roof is furnished. Such ladders shall be set at an angle of
seventy degrees or less. (As amended by Local Law 32 of 1965 effective
February Z3. 1965.)

4. In structures used exclusively for school purposes ..mere pupils are
trained 1n rapid dismissals by means of regular supervised fire-drills. the
number of stairways to the roof may be one-half of the above requirements.
provided that such stairways to the roof are so distributed as to furnish
access to the roof from different sections of the structure and are ~ccessible

from each stde of a horizontal exit. Stairways leading to the roof may. in the
discretion of the school authorities. be prOVided with locked wire mesh gates.

5. It shall be unlawful to tenminate more than two required stairvays in a
common corridor or lobby on the ground floor. except as prOVided 1n section
C26-294.0. and except that in structures used exclusively for school purposes
where pupils are trained in rapid dismissal by means of regular supervised
fire drills and in which eight or more stairways otherwise complying with the
provision of section C26-29Z.0~ are prOVided. a maximum of four such stairvays
may terminate in a common corridor or lobby directly at an entrance on the
ground f1ooT. but the width of such common corridor or lobby shall be equal to
the combined width of the stairways leading to such exits.

(6.4.1.12). 1. Hand-rails tn required stairways.
1. Required exit stairs shall have walls or well-secured balustrades or

guards on both sides with hand-rails on both sides. Required hand-rails on the
rake of stairs shall be between thirty and thirty-four inches high from the
tread to the top of the ra1'~ measured in li~e with the riser. Balustrades on
the level shall be at least thirty-four inches from the "floor or. landing level
to the top of the rail. '

2. A minimum unobstructed finger clearance of one 1nch shall be maintained
atall points. When the wi dth of a fl ight of stairs servi n9 as a means of. i
egress 1s eighty-eight lnches or more. an intermediate hand-rail shall be
SUbstantially supported and shall terminate at the upper end in a newel or
standard at least six feet high. Th~ ends of hand-rails shall be turned bac~

against the walls or newels and such ends shall be finished without any
proj~ctions which would act as obstructions.

<6.4.1.13). m. Space under required stairs. .
1. Where the space between the soffit and the floor is less than flve feet

high. such space shall be enclosed without openings for the full width of the
stairs.

2. Where stairs are built in whole or in part of combustible materials. it
shall be unlawful to use any space under such stairs.
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Fire Towers

~ECTION C26-293.0 (AMENDED)

§C26-293.0 Fire towers required. At least one required means of egress in
every public and business building seventy-five feet or more in height. shall
be a fire tower, except in schools five stories or less in height where
regular supervised fire drills are held and except in such schools more than
five stories in height where a special fire department access stair is
provided. as prescribed in section C26-295.0.

The requirements of this section shall not apply to mixed occupancy
bUildings where not more than fifty percent of the building is used for public

'or business uses, and all such uses are located below the seventy-five foot
level. (Amended by Local Law 23 of 1961, in effect April 27, 1961.)

(6.5.2). § C26-294.0 Construction and arrangement of fire towers.--a. The
enclosing walls of fire towers shall be of incombustible materials or
assemblies having a fire resistive rating of at least four hours. Such wal15
shall be without openings, except for doors serving as means of egress.

b. At each story served by a fire tower. access to the stairways of such
fire tower shall be provided through outside balconies or fireproof
vestibules. Such balconies or vestibules shall be at least three feet eight
inches in width and shall have unpierced floors of incombustible materials and
shall be provided with substantial guard railings at least four feet high.
without any openings greater than eight inches in width:

c. Such balconies or vestibules of fire towers shall be level wah the
floors of the structure and the platforms of the stairs connected by such
balconies. Such balconies or vestibules shall be separated from the structure
and the stairs by self-closing fire doors capable of being opened from both
sides without the us~ of a Key.

d. Balconies or vestibules of fire' towers shall open on a street or yard.
or on a court open vertically to the' SKY for its full height. haVing a minimum
net area of one hundred five sQuare feet and a minimum dimension of seven
feet. The opening from the vestibule to the street, yard or court shall have a
minimum area.of eighteen sQuare feet and a minimum dimension of two feet six
inches. It shall be unlawful to leave.openings in the court wal1s surrounding
an interior fire tower. other than the openings from the vestibules. within
fifteen feet of the balcony, except that self-closing fire windows may be used
if such windows are at least ten feet from the balcony. provided that the area
of the court is at least twelve feet by twenty-four feet.

e. Fire towers shall terminate at the grade level and shall exit directly
to the street independently of corridors serving other stairways. except when
the fire tower terminates in the ground floor corridor outside of the inner
vestibule and within ten feet of the building line.

f. Doors opening into fire towers may be constructed with observation
panels made of polished plate or wire glass. one quarter of an inch thiCK, if
such glass is set with a three-Quarter inch rabbet. Such glass shall have a
maximum area of sixteen square inches. Doors shall be capable of being opened
from the occupied side without the use of a Key. The following sign shall be
posted on each such door on the side facing the occupied area, in letters at
least two inches in height: "EXIT ONlY--NOACCESS TO OTHER FLOORS." (Subd. f
amended by Local Law 33 of 1958 in effect July 8. 1958.)
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g. Fire ~ower stairs shall comply in all other respects with the
requirements of sect ton C26-292..0. '

(6.5.3). § C26-Z95.0 Special fire department access stair. Where an
omission of fire towers in school buildings of more than five stories in
height is permitted under section C26-293.0, a special stairway shall be
erected as follows: Such stairway shall be of incombustible material. SUCh
stairway shall extend from the ground to the top story and roof, and such
stairway shall have an opening: to each floor, to the roof and to the street or
open yard through a fireproof passageway~ if such fireproof passageway is
necessary. The stairway shall be thirty-six inches or more in width and shall
be arranged to provide a continuous wellhole twelve inches wide 'through its
entire height. The stair enclosure construction Shall be as required for ·exit
stairways in similar buildings. The door assemblies at each floor and roof
shall be of one hour rating and such assemblies shall be equipped with
fireproof self-closing doors having dead loc~s operated by ~nobs on the stair
side and by a standard fire department Key on the corridor side. A SKylight,
as required over stair enclosures extending to the roof~ shall be provided and
such SKylight shall be equipped with ventilating louvres of a clear
ventilating area of tventy-four square Teet or more. An adequate lighting
system on a separate circuit controlled by a switch immediately inside the
entrance door at the ground level shall be provided for the illumination of
the entire stairway.

SUb-Article 6

Horizontal Exits

(6.6.1). § C26-296.0 General requirements for horizontal exits. A
horizontal exit shall ,cOIIDly vah the following reqUirements:

1. The spaels connected by a horizontal exit shall be either public
spaces or sPAces occupied by the same tenant.

2. The clelT floor space on either side of the horizontal exit
shall "be sufficient to contain the total number of occupants of both
of the connected spaces, allowing at least three and one-half square
feet of floor SPACt per occupant.

3. There s~11 be at least one interior enclosed stairway or fire'
tover on each stdt of the horizontal eXit.

4. Every hortzontal exit shall be equipped on one side vith a
fireproof self-closing door capable of being opened from either side
without a ~ey. and 1n addition an opening in a fire wall must be
equipped on the oppOsite slde~ with an automatic fire door. Such
automatic fire door shall be without a loc~ and shall be so arranged
as to be held ooen with a fusible linK deVice. In a public school
structure, howeyer •. where regular supervised fire drllls are
conducted~ the &utomatic fire door may be omitted and the fireproof
self-closing GoOT may be dOUble-acting.
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The proportioning of stairs in accordance with paragraph two of
subdivision a of section C26-292.0 shall be permitted only when the
self-closing door of the opening protective assembly opens in the
direction of travel from the floor area horizontal exit. Nothing: in
this subdivision shall be construed as prohibiting exits from areas
on both sides of a fire wall or fire partition through separate
horizontal exits. each serving only one side. (Subd. 4 as amended by
Local Law 7 of 1951 in effect January 8. 1951.)

5. Vestibules or open air balconies. when used. shall conform to the
requirements for vestibules and open air balconies of fire towers.

6. Bridges shall be constructed of incombustible material. shall have solid
floors and shall have substantial railings at least four feet high.

7. Doorways or windows opening on vestibules, balconies or bridges and door
or window openings on the course of, below or within ten feet horizontally of
such bridges, shall be equipped with fireproof self-closing doors or automatic
fire windows.

8. The maximum gradient to take up the difference in levels between
connected floor areas sna11 be one foot 1n ten.

(6.6.2). § C26-297.0 Horizontal eXits on floors sixteen or more stories
above the ground.-a. When horizontal ext ts are provfded on floors sixteen or
more stories above the ground. at least one passenger elevator shall be
provided on each side of the horizontal exit in addition to the required
stairway or fire tower.

b. Required elevators shall be kept manned and ready for use at all times
during the normal occupancy of the building.

Sub-Article 7

Fire Escapes

(6.?1). § C26-298.0 Construction of fire escapes. When fire escapes are
used as a means of egress under the provlsio"s of Section C26-Z76.0, such fire
escapes shall be constructed of incombustible materials and shall be of
sufficient strength to sustain safely a superimposed load of one hundred
pounds per square foot. Fire escapes used as a means of egress shall have
balconies at each story. Such balconies shall be at least thirty-six inches
wide in the clear and at least fifty-four inches long, and shall be prOVided
with staircases extending to the ground level with a maximum riser of eight
inches and a minimum width of treads of eight inches exclusive of nosings.
Fire escape staircases shall be at least twenty-two inches in width. If fire
escapes are located on a street front of a structure, the superintendent may
permit the use of a drop ladder or a counter-balanced stair from the lowest
balcony, provided that the height of such balcony above the side"'alk. 1S
sixteen feet or less.

§ C26-298.1 Fire-escapes: certain requirements. Drop ladders where
permitted shall be provided with guides and hook.s of a type satisfactory to
the department. All fire escapes unless of non-corrodible material shall be
painted and shall be maintained in good condition and free from rust and
corrosion. Notice shall be given to the superintendent by the owner prior to
the painting of fire-escapes whether or not such painting is done to remove a
violation. <Section C26-298.l added by Local Law 82 of 1941 in effect October
4,1941.)
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(6.7.2). § C26-299.0 Party wall balconies. Party va11 balconies may be used
as an auxiliary means of egress on structures erected before January first
nineteen hundred,thirty-eight. if the property on both sides of such party and
fire wall is under the same ownership and the type of occupancy of both
buildings is the same .and such balcony is extending to pass a plain glass
~lazed opening accessible as an emergency exit on either side of such party
and firevall.

(6.7~3). § C26-300.0 Removal and obstruction of party wall balconies.--a.
Each of the owners of adjoining structures. commonly served by party wall
balconies serving as a required means of egress. shall maintain that portion
of each SUCh balcony which ts on his property. and each such owner shall
maintain egress normally unobstructed and unimpeded. from each such balcony to
and through his structure except as otherwise provided for tn this sectton.

b. It shall be unlawful for ·the owner of a structure on which there is a
party wall balcony serving as a reQuired means of egress from an adjoining
structure. to remove such party wall balcony or any portion thereof or to
prevent, eliminate or obstruct egress from such party vall balcony to and
through his structure, unless and until such owner has had erected or has
obligated 'himself to erect on the structure deprived of such required means of
egress. a legal fire escape or other means of egress approved by the
superintendent.

SUb-Article 8

Obstruction of Means of Egress

(6.8). § C26-301.0 Obstruction of means of egress. It shall be unlawful to
place any obstruction in front of, tn or on any required means of egress .

. § C26-30l~1. Obstruction of certaln means of.egress. Fire-escapes. exterior
stairways, their drop ladders and counterbalanced stairs shall be ~ept

entirely clear of flower boxes. flower pots. chairs. pails and other
obstructions. No projecting sign or other projection shall be so placed as to
interfere with the free operation or use of any fire-escape drop ladder or any
counterbalanced stair. nor shall any projecting sign or other projection be
placed within ten feet of the course of a fire-escape or outside iron'
stairway. (As added by local Law.83 of 1941 in effect October 4. 1941.)
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sub-Article 9

Special 'Egress Requirements for Structures
of a Public Character

(6.9.1>. §C26-302.0 Provisions for public safety under unusual conditions
respecting means of egress.--a. Where unusual conditions occur in structures
of a public character such as hotels. restaurants. railroad depots. public
halls, club houses, with more than eight sleeping rooms. churches, ball parks,
stadia opera houses, concert halls, theatres and other similar structures,
used 0; intended to be used for public assembly, amusement or instruction, and
business structures, including department stores. where large numbers of
people congregate and where such conditions are not covered by the provisions
of either article seven or article thirteen of this title, or where in
theatres or opera houses or concert halls the aUditorium inclUding the
balconies are separated from all public portions of the bUilding by walls
haVing a three hour fire resist;'ve rating with openings protected by one and
'one half hour fireproof self-closing doors and where the public space provided
is not less than four times that required by section C26-739.0 and so arranged
as to provide for greater ease of eXit, and vhere the capacity of the
emergency stairs and passageway exceed that required in section C26-731.0 by
twenty per cent. the passageway leading to the normal exits are separated by a
partition constructed of wired glass andlor other incombustible materials so
as to prOVide an effective smoKe barrier and this partition ;s protected by
two lines of sprin~ler heads on the public space side. the commissioner shall
have the power to require the provision of such halls. doors. stairways,
seats, passageways. ventilation, lighting and heating as he shall deem
necessary to facilitate egress in case of accident or fire and furnish
adequate protection for the publtc in such cases. (Subd. a.-amended by Local
Law 105 of 1959, 1n effect November 25. 1959.>

b. In all places of public assembly for which a license is required. the
·fire commissioner shall enforce all provisions of law relating to protection
against fire and panic. obstruction of aisles, passageways and means of
egress. standees. fire-prevention and fire extinguishing appliances. and fire
prevention.

(6.9.2). § C26-303.0 Obstruction of aisles and passageways unlawful.
Aisles, halls, foyers,- promenades. vestibules and passageways and other parts
of such structures of a public character Which are used as means of egress.
shall be Kept free from camp stools. chairs, sofas and miscellaneous furniture
or other obstructions. It shall be unlawful to allow any person to stand in or
occupy any portion of such spaces during any performances. service,
exhibition, lecture, concert. banquet. dance or other public assembly, except
when the number of such standees has been included in the number of persons
for whom means of egress has been provided from such tiers, and when the space
occupied by such standees is enclosed with tape or cord so erected and of such
material that it can be easily broken by persons passing in a direct line of
egress.
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(6.9.3). § C26-304.0 Enforcement of special egress requirements for
structures of a pUblic character. When unusual conditions exist. the
superintendent may. at any time. serve a written or printed notice upon the
owner. lessee or manager of any SUCh structure of a public character. .
directing any act or thing to be done or provided in or about such structures
and their appliances and facilities. such as halls. doors. stairs.
passageways. windows. seats. aisles. fire walks. fire apparatus and fire
escapes. as he may deem necessary to carry out the purposes of sections
C26-302.0 and C26-303.0.

Sub-Article 10

Egress requirements for fireproof multiple dwellings converted to business use
(Sub-Article 20 added by Local Law 134 of 1952 and amended by Local, Law 17
of 1955 in effect February 25. 1955.)

§ C26-304.1 Egress requirements for fireproof multiple dwellings converted
to business use.--a. Existing fireproof multiple dwellings as defined in the
multiple dwelling law converted to business use in whole or in part. shall
comply with all of the egress requirements of sections C26-272.0.through
C26-304.0. vhere applicable for such business use. except that an interior
enclosed stair. extending from the roof to the street. not less than
thi.rty-sh inches in width. may be substituted for a fire tower and except
that the minimum width of a stair used as required means of egress shall not
be less than twenty-eight inches. Access to at least two means of egress shall
be provided from all parts of each floor above the street fl.cor. by means of a
public hallway. The number of occupants of any floor shall be Hmited to the
capacity of the stairs to ",hich such floor area has access. For each stair
less than thirty-six inches in width not more than twenty-six persons shall be
permi tted to or;cupy a floor served by such a stairand for each stair .
thirty-six inches or more in width. but less than forty-four inches in width.
not more than thirty-six persons shall be permitted to occupy a floor served
by such a stair. The number of persons permitted on a floor served by a stair
forty-four inches or more 1n width .shall be determined as prOVided in section
C26-292.0. Exterior fire-escapes shall not constitute required means of
egress. Existing wood doors. wood flooring and wood trim may be retained in
hallways leading to exits prOVided that the partitions enclosing the hallways
are constructed of incombustible material haVing a one hour fire resistive
rating and all doors are made self-closing. Where wood is used in a hallway
leading to an exit. the hallway shall be provided with a sprinkler system
complying with the rules of the department.

b. Where only part of a fireproof multiple dwelling is converted to
business use the egress from such business portions snal l comply with the
requirements set forth in this section. Any floor area used in part for
business shall be considered as used entirely for business in determinir.; the
egress requirements under this ection. unless the business area is sepa.rated
from the residence portion of the floor by fireproof partitions with all '
openings in such partitions protected by fireproof self-closing doors. Where a
stair is used jointly by both the business and residence parts of a floor and
such parts are separated by fireproof partitions. the number of persons
permitted on the business portion of a floor served by such a stair shall be
one-half the number permitted for stairs serving an area used entirely for
business.
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c. In fireproof multiple dwellings converted to business use. only one
handrail shall be required when the width of the stair is.less than forty-four
lnches. Treads. risers and platforms that were lawful at the time of erec~ion
of such multiple dwellings may be retained without change.

d. The lighting of hallways leading to exits. and of stairs. shall be on an
independent circuit taken off the main line ahead of the general lighting and
power circuits.

e. An additional exit and directional sign shall be provided as required by
the superintendent.

f. There shall be provided in the bulkhead roof over each stair extending
into the uppermost story of the building and serving as required means of
egress. a skylight complying with the requirements of section C26-64l.0.
Windovs in the side of the bulkhead may be provided instead of a skylight as
provided in such section.

g. Where the partitions. doors. use of combustible material. exits. and all
other construction on any floor. except the stairs and fire towe~s. comply
with the reqUirements of this code for buildings occupied for business
purposes. public hallways leading to exits shall be required only where a
floor is occupied by more than one tenant.

h. In those fireproof hotels and other fireproof multiple dwellings coming
under the provisions of section 67 of the multiple dwelling law. where part of
the bUilding is converted to business use. the sprinklers that may be required
by the provisions of this section ~ay be omitted provided the building
complies with the applicable provisions of section 67. of the multiple dwelling
law. The number of occupants permitted in the business portions of such
buildings shall be limited as prOVided in subdivisions a and b of this
section. Access to at least two means of egress. remote from each other. shall
be provided from those parts of a floor used for business. where the floor is
above the street floor as well as where otherwise required by the interior
enclosed stairs. fire towers. or exterior stairs. complying with subdivision j
of section C26-292.0 where permitted by the superintendent. or a horizontal
exit complying with sections CZ6-Z96.0 and C26-Z97.0. An interior enclosed
stair conforming to the requirements of section 67 of the multiple dwelling
law may be substituted for an interior enclosed stair that would be required
by the prOVisions of this code. provided the stair. lobby and passage from
statr to street are used exclusively for egress or entrance purposes. except
that spaces for uses accessory to the multiple dwelling use. such as
registration. information and mail des~s and similar accessory uses may be
prOVided at the street floor level in the passage from the stair to the
street. Spaces used for restaurant, florists. and similar purposes. shall not
be permitted in or to open on lobbies or stair enclosures serving as required
means of egress unless conforming to the requirements of section C26-289.0. An
interior enclosed stair may be substituted for a fire tower as provided in
subdivision a of this section. Exterior fire escapes shall not constitute
reQuired means of egress from the business portions of such bulldings and the
occupants of the business parts shall not be required to pass through one
means of egress to reach another means of egress.

\. The provision of this section shall not apply to those fireproof
mUltiple dwellings ~here the business use and occupancy were approved prior to
the enactment of this law, provided no such use or occupancy 1s changed to
another use. altered or extended. No such business use or occupancy shall~be

changed to another use. altered or extended unless the floor or floors on
which such changes are made. comply with the provisions of this section.
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j. Business as used in this section means any use which would make a
structure or part of a structure a commercial building as defined in
subdivision c of section C26-235.0. (Section added by Local Law 134 of 1952
and amended by Local Law 17 of 1955 in effect February 25. 1955.)

ARTICLE 8

LOADS

SUb-Article 3

'Loads

Group 1

General Load Requirements

(7.3.1). § C26-340.0 General. structures and all parts thereof shall be of
sufficient strength to support safely their imposed live loads in addition to
their own dead load; and. in any event. all structures shall be designed to

, support at least the minimum live loads specified in this title; the
superintendent shall have authority to fix live loads for structures not
covered by the provisions of this title.

(7.3.1.1). § C26-341.0 Allowance for partition loads.--a. Provision shall
be made for a uniformly distributed load of twenty pounds per square foot to
be added to the dead loads of floors in office and public buildings where
partitions. other than light wood or metal partitions. are not definitely
located in the design. and in other beams or girders; except that. 1n
non-fireproof structures. the superintendent may reduce such added dead loads
for partitions. to twelve or more pounds per square foot. where such

, partitions are not definitely located in the design.
b. In all cases. the added dead load prOVided for shall be stated on the

plans filed with the superintendent. The weight of definitely located
partitions shall be included in the calculation of dead loads.

(7.3.1.2). § C26-342.0 Allowance for veight of cinder filling. Cinder
filling shall be assumed to weigh sixty pounds per cubic foot.
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Group 2

Live Loa.ds

(7.3.2.1). § C26-343.0 Live loads to be posted. The live load for which
each floor or part of a floor in a commercial or industrial structure is
designed shall be certified by the superintendent and shall be indicated on a
small scale floor plan suitably framed under glass and permanently affixed to
the structure 1n a conspicuous location in a public hall or corridor in each
floor. The maximum wheel load of any vehicle. including its load. which may be
stored. or brought into the structure shall be stated on the floor load signs
posted in garages. The occupants of the structure shall be responsible for
Keeping the actual loads within the certified limits. Where areas of the same
floors are posted for use with different loads. such areas shall be separated
by partitions or by such definite physical divisions as may be required by the
superintendent. except in cases where the major portion of the floor loading
consists of fixed. permanent equipment. and when an easily legible plan of at
least one-eighth lnch to the foot scale and indicating clearly the various
load areas is framed under glass and posted in a conspicuous location in eath
story affected. partitions or other definite physical diVisions shall not be
required. The superintendent may require additional indication· of load area
boundaries by means of signs suspended from the ceiling if deemed necessary.

(7.3.2.2.1). § C26-344.0 Live loads for human occupancies.--a. Live loads
for residences and sleeping quarters.~For private dwellings. multiple
dwellings, bedroom floors in hotels and club houses. private and ward room
floors in hospitals. dormitories. and for similar occupancies. inclUding
corridors. the minimum live load shall be taken as forty pounds per square
foot uniformly distributed.

(7.3.2.2.2). b. Live loads for offfce space.--For office floors. inclUding
corridors. the minimum live load shall be tak.en as fifty pounds per square
foot uniformly distributed. "... .

(7.3.2.2.3). c. Live loads for places of assembly other than theatres and
halls.-For classrooms withftxed seats. inclUding aisles and passa.geways
between seats.for churches with fixed seats. for reading rooms, and for
classrooms not exceeding nine hundred square feet of floor area with movable
seats. the minimum live load uniformly distributed shall be tak.en as sixty
pounds per square foot. provided that such movable furniture consists. in
addition to the instructor's equipment. of individual seatings with or without
attached deSKS arranged as required under section C26-273.0. subdivision c.
paragra.ph 1. item (c). (Subdivision c. as amended by Local Law 120 of 1941 in
effect December 31. 1941.)

(7.3.2.2.4). d. Live loads for theatres and assembly halls.--For the
seating space in theatres and assembly halls with fixed seats. including the
passage~ays between seats. except as provided in subdivision e of this
section, the minimum live load shall be taken as seventy-five pounds per
square foot uniformly distributed.
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(7.3.2.2.5). e. live loads for public spaces and congested areas.--The
minimum ltve load shall be taken as one hundred pounds per square foot.
uniformly d'istrlbuted. for corridors unless otherwise provided for in this
section. and for halls. lobbies; public spaces in hotels; stores. restaur~nts.

shops and office buildings. for skating rinks. grand stands. gymnasiums. dance
'halls. lodge rooms. stairways. fir.e escapes and exit passageways, and other
spaces where groups of people are likely to assemble. This requirement shall
be inapplicable to such spaces in private dwellings. for which the minimum
live load shall be taken as in subdiVision a of this section.

(7.3.2.3). § C26-345.0 Live loads for industrial or commercial occupancies
and for garages. In designing floors for industrial or commercial purposes and
for all garages other than those previously mentioned. the live load shall be
assumed to be the maximum caused by the use which the structure or part of the
structure is to serve. The following loads in pounds per square foot uniformly
distributed. shall be taken as the minimum live loads permissible for the
occupancies listed. and loads at least equal shall be assumed for uses similar
in nature to those listed In this sectton.

Floors to be used for:
1. The display and sale of light merchandise; incidental factory work is not

IIK)re than twenty-five percent of the floor area ~ 75
2. Factory work. wholesale stores. storage. and staCK rooms in libraries.120
3. Stab1es ....••.•..•..•...•.•••...•..•.....•...•....•..•.....••...•... 75
4. Garages for private passenger cars only .••...• ~ ..••........•........ 75

When there Is floor area sufficient for the accommodation of two or
more cars. the design of floors for such garages shall make provision
for a'concentrated load of two thousand pounds at anyone point.

5. Garages for all types of vehicles~ other than garages exclusively used
for private passenger cars. and for mixed car usage:
For floor construction ...•......•.••...•...•.......••.....•..•.... 175

For beams; col~mns and girders 120
(First sentence of subdivision 5 as amended by Local ·Law 129 of 1939 in
effect August ,~ 1939.)

The desi gn of fl oors for such garages shalla1so mak.e provt.s ion for
the he&viest concentrated loads to which the floors may be subjected
but in all cases these loads shall be assumed to be at least six
thousand pounds concentrated at any point.

6. Trucking spaces and driveways within the limits of a structure .•... 175
The design of floors for such truc~ing spaces or driveways shall also
maKe provision for the heaviest concentrated loads to which they may
be SUbjected. but in all cases these loads shall be assumed as at
least twelve thousand pounds concentrated at any point. (Subdivision
6 amended by Local La~ 148 of 1939 in effect August 21. 1939.)

(7.3.2.4). § C26-346.0 Live loads for sidewalk.s. The minimum live load for
sidewalks shall be assumed to be three hundred pounds per square foot
uniformly distributed. Orivevays over sidewalKs shall be designed for the
heaviest concentrated loads to vhich they may be SUbjected, but in all cases
these loads shall be assumed as at least twelve thousand pounds concentrated
at any point.
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(7.3.2.5). § C26-347.0 Roof loads. Roofs having a rise of three inches or
less per foot of horizontal projection shall be proportioned for a vertical
live load of forty pounds per square foot of horizontal projection applied to
any or all slopes. With a rise of bet een three inches and twelve inches:per
foot. inclusive. a vertical live load of thirty pounds on the horizontal
projection shall be assumed. If the rise exceeds twelve inches per foot. no
vertical lie load need be assumed. If the rise exceeds tvelve inches per foot.
no vertical live load need be assumed. but provision shall be made for a wind
force of twenty pounds per square foot of roof surface acting normal to such
surface on one slope at a time.

§ C26-347.1 Roof loads for awnings. canopies. patio covers. marquees and
other similar structures. Awnings. canopies and patio covers when constructed
of aluminum alloy. steel or other approved structural materials. sha ll be so
designed and constructed as to withstand a superimposed vertical live load of
twenty pounds per square foot distributed uniformly over the area of the
hor1zont~1 projection of the minor structural covering.

Mher. access for workmen is prOVided the structures shall be designed to
support tbI weight of a man 250 pounds.

MarQURts shall be design~d for a 30 lb. per square foot live load.
(As uanded by local Law 49 of 1965 in effect May S. 1965).

0.3.2.6>' § C26-348.0 Reduction of live loads.-a. In structures intended
for star.,. purposes all columns. piers or walls and founda~tons may be""ibid for .ighty-ftve per cent of the full assumed ltve load. In structures
'nt.na.d for other uses the assumed live load used in designing all columns.
pt.rs or ..11s and foundations may be as follows:

ant hundr.d per cent of the live load on the roof.
"fht,.f'Yf per cent of the l've load on the top floor, .
"fbty per cent of the live load on the next floor,
s.Ytftt,.f've per cent of the ltve load on the floor next below.
On .ach successive lower floor. there shall be a corresponding decrease tn
the perc.ntage. prOVided that \n all cases at least fifty per cent of the
1'•• lOld shall be assumed. .
b. ,trOfr 8embers. except tn roofs and as specified in the following

subdtv'ston. c~Trying a designed floor load the equivalent of two hundred
SQu,r. 'Nt or -are of floor area may be designed for eighty-five per cent of
th, s~c'f'.d ltv! loads.

c. 1ft d.st;ntng trusses and girders which support columns and in
drt.ra1ft1ng the Irea of footings, the full dead loads plus the l1ve loads may
bt t&ktft .tth tnt reductions figured as permitted above.
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Group 3

Wind Pressure

(7.3.3.1>. § C26-349.0 General requirements for wind pressure. All
structures or parts of structures. ·signs and other exposed structures shall be
designed. in accordance ~ith the requirements of this title and the rules of
the board, to resist. in the structural frame. horizontal wind pressure from
any direction.

(7.3.3.2). § C26-350.0 Wind pressure 1n structure over one hundred feet in
height. When the height of a structure is over one hundred feet, the assumed
wind pressure shall be twenty pounds per square foot of exposed surface from
the top of the structure down to the one-hundred-foot leve.l.

(7.3.3.3). § C26-35l.0 Wind pressure in structures one hundred feet high or
less, narrow structures and special types of structures. All structures one
hundred feet high or less. shall be investigated as to the need for wind
bracing. but. in general, wind pressure in such structures may be neglected.
All structures. two hundred feet or less in height. in which the height is
more than two and one-half times the least width. mill buildings, shops. roofs
over auditoriums or drill sheds, and structures of similar character. shall be
designed to withstand an assumed wind pressure of twenty pounds per square
foot on the upper fifty per cent of their height.

§ C26-352.0 Wlnd pressure in tank towers. stacks and other exposed
structures. TanK towers. stacKs and oth~r exposed structures on the tops of
buildings shall be designed to withstand an assumed wind pressure of thirty
pounds per square foot of gross exposed projected area. except as provided in
section C26-352.1. (As amended by Local Law 13 of 1947 In effect February 7,
1947.)

§ C26-352.1--Wlnd pressure on isolated chrmneys. Isolated chimneys shall be
designed to withstand an assumed wind pressure of thirty pounds per square
foot of area. The area to be used in calculating total wind pressure shall be
considered as two-thirds of the projected area for Tound chimneys and
five-sixths of the projected area for octagonal chimneys. and the full
projected area for square chimneys. The projected aTea shall in all cases be
the diameter of the clrcumscribedcircle multiplied by the height of the
chimney. or sectlon of chimney. under consideration. (As added by Local Law 13
of 1947 in effect February 7. 1947.)

(7.3.3.5). § C26-353.0 Stability. The overturning moment due to wind
pressure shall not exceed seventy per cent of the moment of stability of the
structure as measured by the dead loads in the columns. unless the structure
is securely anchored to the foundation. Anchors shall be of sufficient
strength to carry safely the excess overturning moment without exceeding the
working stresses prescribed in sections C26-354.0 through C26-375.0. and in
sections C26-510.0 through C26-5Z7.0.

84

•



-----------------..

ARTICLE 9

CONSTRUCTION

NEW YORK PLASTERING LAW-LAWS OF 1911-CHAPTER 156.

ARTICLE 4-a. SUPERVISION AND REGULATION OF PLASTERING

Section 60. Supervision of plastering by bUilding department.

61. Three coat work required on lath.

62. Key space.

63. First coat or scratch coat.

64. Second coat.

65. Finishing.

66. Cornices or coves.

68.

§ 60. Supervision of plastering by bUilding department.--The building
department of every city of the first class shall have jurisdiction over all
plastering except where it conflicts with t~e duties of any other department
or. conflicts with any law conferring on any other department supervision of
any portion of plastering. For each purpose there shall be appointed on each
building department in a city of the first class by the head thereof a
sufficient number of inspectors to perform such work as 1s necessary in the
enforcement of this article Who, in addition to such Qualifications as may be
required by the civil service law, shall be competent plasterers of at least
ten years' practical experience.

§ 61. Three coat worK required on lath.--All plastering on tenements,
apartments. hospitals. schools and other public buildings when on lath shall
be Known as three coat wor~. namely. scratch coat. brown coat and finish.

§ 62. Key space.--All ceilings, stud partitions and furred walls in
.tenements. apartments. hospitals, schools and other public buildings where
plastered with lime on wood lath shall have not less than three-eighths space
between laths. All grounds and jambs shall mean *not less than seven-eighths
from the stud.

·50 in original. Should read "be."

§ 63. First coat or scratch coat.--First or scratch coat shall be of first
Quality to be scratched thoroughly to maKe a ~ey to retain second coat: and
shall be thoroughly dry or set before applying second coat.
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, § 64. Second coat.--Second coat or brown mortar shall be of first quality.
All browning must be straight. true with no unevenness or irregularity of
surface.

§ 65. Finishing.--When white mortar. or any other material of a like ­
character. is used to finish coat. it shall be laid on regular and troweled to
a smooth surface showing neither deficiencies nor brush marks.

§ 66. COrnices or covers.--Al1 cornice or coves shall be run straight. tiue
and smooth.

§ 67. Patent plasters.--When patent plasters. such as ivory. acme. windsor.
etcetera. are used. lathing. if of wood lath shall not be less'than
one-quarter inch key space. First coat shall be thoroughly scratched to make
Key to retain second coat. and shall be set before second coat is applied.

§ 68. Nothing in this article contained shall effect the multiple dwelling
law and the enforcement of the provisions thereof by the city of New York. (As
amended by l 1941. ch. 687. § 6. effective April 23. 1941.>

Section 2. This act shall take effect January first. nineteen hundred and
twelve.

Group lo--Plastering

(8.4.10.1). § C26-457.0 General plastering requirements.--Plastering shall"
be performed in accordance with the reqUirements of sections sixty through
sixty-ei~ht of the general city law and with the requirements of this title.

(8.4.10.2). § C26-458.0 Combustib'le lath.--a. It shall be unlawfUl. in the
case of structures exceeding three stories in height. to apply combustible
lath on wood studs more than two stories in advance of the scratch coat
plastering. (As amended by Local Law 24 of 1940 in effect Harch 29. 1940.>

b. It shall be unlawful to run combustible lath through from room to room.
(As amended by Local Law 24 of 1940 in effect March 29. 1940.)

c. Wood lath shall be between one and one-quarter and one and five-eighths
inches wide and between five-sixteenths and three-eighths of an inch thick.
(As amended by Local Law 24 of 1940 in effect March 2~. 1940.)

d. The quality of wood lath shall permit use without waste and shall be of
the grade of at least No.2 lath with small and loose knots. wane and other
defects limited. (As amended by Local Law 24 of 1940 in effect Marc~ 29. 1940.>

e. Wood lath and other combustible lath .shall be solidly nailed at every
bearing. (As amended by Local Law 24 of 1940 in effect Harch 29. 1940.)

f. It shall be unlawful to apply vertical or diagonal lathlng. Ceiling lath
shall run tn one direction only. (As amended by Local Law 24 of 1940 in effect
March 29. 1940.)

g. The joints or walls and ceilings shall be brOKen at least every eighth
lath in the case of wood lath. and as required by the rules of the board in
the case of other combustible lath. (As amended by Local Law 24 of 1940 in
effect Harch 29. 1940.)
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NOTE.--See rules of the Board of Standards and Appeals on USES OF
INSULATING FIBRE BOARD following Section C26-462.0.

(8.4.10.3). § C26-459.0 Metal 1ath.--a. Metal lath shall ~eigh at least
three pounds per 'sQuare yard and shall be galvanized or painted for interior
use and either galvanized or of non-corroding metal for exterior use.

Expanded metal reinforcing with integral flameproof paper backing shall
weigh not less than 2.2 lbs. per square yard exclusive of paper and the
maximum mesh opening shall be 1-1/8" x 2-1/2" from centre point to centre
point of the bridges and shall be expanded from no lighter metal than 23
gauge. (As amended by Local Law 92 of 1939 in effect May 26. 1939.)

b. Woven lath ~1th a maximum mesh opening of one-half lnch may be made of
wires as fine as No. 20 steel wire gauge. and shall be painted or galvanized.
(As amended by local Law 92 of 1939 in effect May 26. 1939.>

c. Welded lath shall be made of galvanized wire of No. 16 steel vire gauge.
or larger. with a maximum mesh opening of tvo by two inches. or equal weight
per yard if mesh is fi ner, but in any case at l.east No. 20 steel 'ii re gauge.
(As amended by Local Law 92 of 1939 in effect May 26. 1939.>

d. Expanded sheet metal and wire lath shall be of a type SUitable to form a
k.ey sufficient to retain the plaster firmly. (As amended by Local Law 92 of
1939 in effect May 26. 1939.>

e. Metal lath shall be lapped at least one inch on abutting edges. Where
metal lath finishes against masonry walls. the lath shall be extended at least
three inches on the surface of such walls and securely fastened. (As amended
by Local Law 92 of 1939 in effect May 26. 1939.>

f. Metal lath shall be ~ept at least three-eighths of an inch away from
sheathing or other solid surfaces. (As amended by Local Law 92 of 1939 in
effect Hay 26. 1939.)

g. Metal lath without stiffeners shall be tied or laced to metal supports
at least every six inches with No. 18 steel wire gauge galvanized. soft
annealed wire. and all lath with stiffeners at least at eight-inch intervals;
at lap joints horizontally. between the stUds. a similar tie shall be
provided. The ends of all tie wires shall be t'iisted tight ~ith a double turn
and bent flush with the face of the lath. (As amended by local Law 92 of 1939
in effect May 26. 1939.)

h. Metal lath fastened to wood furring or studs shall be attached at least
at six-inch intervals with four-penny nails or one-inch roofing nails or No.
14 steel wire gauge wire staples. and to wood joists by at least six-penny
nails. one and one-quarter inch roofing nails. or one-inch No. 14 steel wire
gauge wire staples. Laps between the studs or joists shall be securely tied or
laced as reqUired under the preceding paragraph. Stiffened metal lath on wood
studs or joists shall be nailed or stapled at least at eight-inch intervals.
and the laps between studs similarly tied or laced. CAs amended by Local law
92 of 1939 in effect May 26. 1939.>
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§ C26-460.0 Furring and studding for metal lath and plaster partitions and
ceilings.--a. Furring or studding for metal lath and .plaster partitions or
ceilings shall have a maximum spacing for varying ,weights of lath as given in
the following schedule:

Maximum spacing of studding or furring inches.
Nailed-on work.

eei 1ings
Types of Metal Lath:

Halls and
partitions

24..•..... 24

Expanded metal lath:
3.4 pounds ?@r square yard. plastered one side .....•.•••. 16.•...... 16
3.4 pounds per square yard. plastered one side 16 16

Flat rib 8ftal lath: .
2.75 pounds per square yard. plastered one side ....•..... 16 16
3.4 poundS peT square yard. plastered one side .....•.... ' 19..•..... 19

3/8-inch T" ..tal lath:
3.4 pounds ,.r square yard. plastered one side

Bar r1bbH .~d .tal lath:
3.4 PQUftds Plr square yard. plastered one side
4.0 pounds per square yard. plastered one side

24 •••••••. 24
24. . . . . . .. 24

Sh~et lat":
4.5 pouftd1 per sQuare yard. plastered one side ••.....•••• 24•....•.• 24..•------ -- ~._.- _.--___----._._-_ _.
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'.________-_. - •• __••• :•••_._..qnan -----.--••

Tied-on Hork.

............._~__ _.__a__._z._.__•._ c -~

\

\,

oil _ •

Expanded metal lath:
3.4 pounds per square yard
3.4 pounds per square yard

Flat rib metal lath:
2.75 pounds per square yard
3.4 pounds per square yard

3/B-lnch rib -eta1 lath:
3•• POUnds per square yard
c.o pounds per square yard

BIT Rib 'IPInded metal lath:
3.• pounds per square yard
•.0 pounds per square yard

Sh.tt 1.t1'I:
C.5 pOUnds per square yard

Sand
partitions

• . •• • • • • • • ... 16
16,

. • . • • • • • • .. 16
19

.. • • • • • • • • .. •. 24
24

oil. .. . .. .. . . . . •. 24
24

• .. • • .. .. • • .. .. .. 24

Hollow and
double

partitions

12
13-1/2

16
19

24
24

24
24

24

Sus­
pended
ceil i ngs

13-1/2

12
19

24
24

24
24

19

No¥tn wtr. l.th:
~. 20 st••l wire gage, lIZ-inch mesh,
pllst.rtd on one or two sides 12
~. l' stttl wire gage, l/2-inch mesh,
pllst.rtd on one or two sides ..•••••.. 16 '

Mo. 19 stt.l wire gage, 2-1/2 mesh to
inch. p1.stered on one or two sides .. 16

Mo. 16 st.t1 wire gage, 2-inch mesh,
pl.strrtd on one side .....•.......... 12

Mo. 20 stt.l wire gage, l/2-inch mesh
v- stiff.n.d 8 lnches center mesh,
pllsttr.C on one side •.•.••.•••.••••• 16

Mo. 16 st•• , wire gage, 2-tnch mesh,
iI1Yln\%td welded wire fabric with
int'9rl 1 blcking and horizontal
st'ff.nin;. ~mbers spaced not more
thln,ftY, 'nches on centers. plastered
on one stde 16

12

16

16

16

16

16

12

16

16

12

12

16

,
..~

.................................................__ - .
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b. Furring or studding for partitions plastered on one or two sides shall
consist of channels of the following sizes. or angles. tees or flats of
equivalent sectional area:

..... . -- ----.-_ --.~

Minimum thickness in
inches

Maximum height: in feet Of partitions Of channels

12
14
14
16
18

2
2
2-1/4
2-1/4
2-112

3/4
1
3/4
1
1

1

................._ __ca ~ _ aa. .

c. The furring or studs shall be securely fastened on top and bottom and.
vherever necessary. shall be braced at intermediate points.

d. In the case of heavy ornamental celling work, special pr~vision shall
be made to sustain the load. (As amended by Local Law 53 of 1948 in effect
July 1. 1948.)
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§ C26-461.0 Suspended ceilings.--Suspended ceilings shall comply with
the following minimum requirements as to material and construction. When
required by the superintendent, details of the method of supporting suspended
ceilings shall be submitted to the department for approval. .

1. Hangers for suspended ceilings. Hangers for suspended ceilings
shall comply with the following requirements:

(a) Class l--Fireproof structures:
(1) Hangers for suspended ceilings in new fireproof structures shall

be placed to line in either direction with a maximum spacing of five feet on
centers. Such hangers shall extend through the floor arches and shall be
formed of two pieces of one-lnch hot rolled channels, weighing not less than
six-tenths of a pound per linear foot. or three-sixteenths by one inch flat
bars. at least seven inches long, bolted. riveted or welded together to form a
tee and punched to receive three-eighths inch diameter bolts at the lower end
and coated with asphaltum. Other types of hangers may be used if approved by
the board as corrosion-resistant, durable, and having strength and· rigidity
adequate for ceiling hangers. Where ceilings weigh less than four pounds per
square foot and are constructed as dry ceilings without plastering. flat bars
used as hangers may be one-eighth inch by one inch in size.

When hangers are installed for suspended ceilings in existing
fireproof structures. they shall be attached directly by steel bridging in
each bay anchored into the haunch of the beams supporting the floor or roof
construction above. or as approved by the superintendent; however, the steel
bridg1ng in alternate bays may be replaced by a hanger. one lnch by
three-sixteenths of an lnch. hooked over the reinforcing wire strength to
safely support the '.111ng and be anchored into the haunches of the beams at
least tvo and one-hllf inches on each side. (Subd. (l) of sUbd. 1 (a) amended
by L.ocal Law 103 of 1955 in effect Noyember 4. 1955.)

. (b) Class 2--F\reprotected structures. Hangers for suspended
ce11i ngs inc1ass 2 f1 re protected structures sha11 be insta11ed inconformity
w1th requirements for class 1 structures wherever possible or as approved by
the superintendent.

(c) Hanger, for suspended ceil1ngs ln new non-fireproof construction,
except where the ",1\n9$ are constructed in conformance with paragraphs 2 (d)
of this section. shill be flat metal bars at least one-inch by
three-sixteenths -at an 'nth placed not more than five feet on centers, and be
bent around three std.s of the supporting joist and nailed to the joist. In
new non-fireproof construction, hangers may also be attached to the joist by
means of two (2) on.-QUlrter-inch diameter through bolts which shall be at
least two inches above the bottom of the joist. In eXisting non-fireproof
construction, except tlttere the ceilings are constructed in confoT'1llance with
paragraph (d) of SUbdivision two of this section. where it is impractical to
use bent hangers or through bolts asdescr1bed above. each hanger shall be
nailed to the joist with two (Z) two and one-Quarter-inch barbed anchor nails
(overall dimension>. which are one-quarter-inch in diameter. with oval head,
which shall be at least two inches above the bottom of the joist. Purl ins to
which ce\ling 1s attached shall be placed not in excess of five feet on
centers. (Par. (c) of sUbd. 1 as amended by local Law'19 of 1951 in effect
January 30, 1951.)

2. Purl ins for suspended ceilings.
(a) Purl'ns shall be either hot or cold rolled steel channels or

angles and the maximum SDans and spacings for the respective weights and
materials shall be as shown in Table 1. except where the ceilings are
constructed in conformance with paragraph Z(d) of this section.
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Table 1.__..._....__._._---.----..._..__..---_..

~axlmum spacing in
both directions

Size pur l t ns
required

Wei ght per ­
foot

5 feet
5 feet
4 feet
3 feet

1-1/2-inch hot rolled channel ...••••••.•.. 1.05 pounds
1-1/2-inch by 1-1/2-inch by lIS-inch angle .1.23 pounds
l-1/2-inch hot rolled channel •.....•.•..••.0.85 pounds
1-l/2-inch cold rolled channel .......•.....0.475 pounds

1

• • n .

Purlins shall be bolted ,to each hanger w~th three-eighths (3/8) inch
diameter stove bolts or equivalent.

(b) When purl ins are attached to beams, girders or tr:usses, approved
anchors or clips shall be used. All purl ins not supported directly by hangers
shall be fastened with approved metal clips to cross pieces at most four feet
on centers.

(c) Purl ins for lightweight ceilings. For lightweight ceilings
weighing four (4) pounds or less per square foot, constructed dry without
plastering. purlins may be one and one-half (1-1/2) inch cold rolled channels
weighing 0.475 pounds per linear foot spaced four (4) feet or less on center.
(As amended by Local Law 26 of 1954 in effect Aprifl 26. 1954.)

(d) In other than class 1 and class 2 structures, and except for
ceilings in special occupancy structures, wood purl ins ~y be used to support

.suspended ceilings. They shall be adequate to support the cei11ngs. with
stresses not exceeding the limitations of section C26-270.0. and shall be at
least two inches by three inches~ nominal size. They shall be straight. in as
long lengths as practical, and shall be spaced not more than sixteen inches
apart. center to center. The wood purl ins when constructed 1n conformance with
this paragraph may be hung by galvanized steel hangers. not smaller than
number fourteen Birmingham Wire Gage (O.B3 inch) thic~ by one inch wide. with
holes not more than one-Quarter inch in diameter. located to receive the
nails. and such hangers shall be spaced not more than five feet apart along
each purlin. The hanger~ shall be nailed to each supporting beam and purlin by
at least two galvanized roofing nails, not less than one and three-quarter
inches long and number eleven United States Steel Wire Gage (.1205 inch> in
thiCKness. Cross braces at least two inches by three inches in size shall be
provided across the top of the purl ins. not provided between the supporting
beams and the purlins to provide rigidity for 'the application of lath and
plaster. SUch stiffeners may be of wood and wood stiffeners left in place
shall not be closer than eight feet apart along each purl in. When this type of
constru~tion is used. cross-furring shall not be required. Where wood purl ins
are used as provided herein, the space between the ceiling and floor or roof
above shall be divided into areas of two thousand square feet or less by
firestops extending from the ceiling to the underside of the floor or roof
boards above. Firestopping shall consist of one-half inch plaster boards on
both sides of two inch by three inch, or larger. studs, spaced not more than
sixteen inches apart, with tight joints. or any construction approved for a
one hour partition, securely fastened in place. ($ubd. 2 amended by Local Law
19 of 1951 in effect January 30, 1951.>
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3. Cross furring for suspended ceilings.--For purl ins spaced as shown
in table 1 above, the maximum size and spacing of the crOSS furring shall be
as shown in table 2. (This cross furring table applies to plastered ceilings
varying in weight from six to twelve pounds per square foot depending upon the
type of plaster used.)

Table 2

Attachment of
cross furring

to pur l in
Maximum
Spacing

Height per
footSize

Maximum span
of cross-furrlng

........._.__ _ _ -._._,_ _.a..~..~ ka .

.. -.

l-inch chan. 0.600#
l~inch chan. 0.410#
3/4-inch chan. 0.300#

•

5 feet
4 feet
3 feet

13-1/2 inches No. 8 gage hairpin
13-1/2 inches wire clips. 2
13-1/2 inches strands of no. 16

gage galva.nized
annealed wire, or
eQuivalent.-_ --------_ - ~ --_ ......~..

4. Cross furring for lightweight ceilings. When cel11ngs attached to
cross furring weigh less than four (4) pounds per square foot and are .
constructed dry without plastering, hangers shall be not more than five (5)
feet center to center supporting purlins, and cross furring shall be at least
3/4-inch col~ rolled channels spaced not more than sixteen (16) inches center
to center; except that the board may approve, in a specific case. spacing of
cross furring in excess of sixteen (16) inches on centers but not to exceed
tventy-four (24) inches on centers. (As amended by Local Law 16 of 1954 in
effect April 26, 19$4.)

§ C26-461.l Plastic light diffusers.--a. Plastic light diffusers
suspended below and associated with lighttng fixtures shall not be construed
as suspended ceilings.

b. Plastic diffuser shall be a special compound plastic developed for
light diffusion, with a fire rating classification as self-extinguishing when
tested in conformance with A.S.T.H. standard method of test 0635-44 for
plastic materials of .050 thickness or greater, and A.S.T.M. method of test
0568-43 for pla.stic materials of less than .050 thtcknes s,

c. "Plastic ltght diffusers shall be adequately supported by frames
and hangers of incombustible materia.l secured to the ceiling, floor or roof
construction above. The maximum dimension of any single sheet of plastic shall
not exceed five feet for plastic material exceeding .050 inches in thickness
and shall not exceed twenty-five feet for plastic material of .050 inches in
thtckness or less. The area of a slngle sheet of such thinner material shall
not exceed seventy-five square feet. Plastic light diffusers shall not be
constructed in any required stair enclosure. in public hallways, required exit
corrt dors or exit passageways . II

d. The plastic diffusers shall be approved by the board of standards
and appeals. <As added by local law 191 of 1953 in effect December 31, 1953.)

.,."'
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(8.4.10.6>. § C26-462.0 Gypsum lath and other solid plaster
bases.--l. Gypsum .lath. Gypsum lath shall c~ly with the standard
specif1cat"ions of the ASTH.O;C-37-42 and shall be not less than three-eighths
inch thi ck.

Gypsum lath shall be securely nailed to wood supports spaced not to
exceed sixteen inches on center at intervals not to exceed four ~~ches on
ceilings and five and one-half inches on walls or partitions wit ~hirteen

gage. one and one-eighth inch long. nineteen-sixty-fourths inch ~t head,
blued nat l s , The nails shall be driven with the underside of the;ead flush
with the face of the lath and shall not be closer than three-eighths inch from
edges or ends. There shall be five nails per lath per sum lath shall be
applied with the face side out and with the long dimensions at right ang4es to
the framing members. Gypsum lath shall be attached to horizontal or vertical
incombustible supports by means of special attachment deVices approved by the
board. The joints shall be broken at every other board on walls and at right
angles to the furring on ceilings.

2. Other solid plaster bases. Other types of solid plaster bases
shall be .PProYtd in accordance with the rules of the board and shall be .
nailed dirtctly to all wood wire gage. Such nails shall be six inches; the
maximum SpIC. between nails for ceilings shall be four inches. Joints shall be
broken .t .v.ry other board on walls and at right angles to the furring on
ceilings. (AS .-endtd by Local Law 122 of 1952 1n effect October 20. 1952.>

, CZ'-"3.0 Quality of plastering materia1s.--Gypsum, lime. cement,
sand. perltt••••ralculite and mortar shall comply w\th the requirements of
section C26-312.0 (As amended by local Law 29 of 1950 in effect June 13, 1950.)

I C2'-'6C.O Pro~rtion\ng and application of plaster.--Plaster shall
consist of 11... SInd. hair or fibre. or gypsum plaster sand. vermiculite,
perl1t. or f'Dr.. .

Tbt hitr b'nder s~all be water-soaKed, well-beaten. clean. long
w'nter hi'r. rlbre shall be approved by the board.

".st.r sbAll be applied in three coats, the scratch coat. the brown
COlt••nd the ".'sh coat. except as otherwise prOVided 1n this section. No.·,.td-Of'·~ on lath shall be permitted.

The scrAtch coat shall be applied first on all types of lath and
Shill be .tl'd tn tht proportions of one part lime putty to two parts of sand
by VOlUII, ~ t-o cub'c feet of sand, perlite aT vermiculite to not less than
one hundred poundS of gypsum plaster.

Tht Drown COAt shall be applied second and shall be mixed in the
. -oporttons of OM Plrt of lime putty to three parts of sand by volume, or
tnree cUb'C f •• t of s.nd, perlite or.vermicul1te to not less than one hundred
pound·s to gyps...

In lieu of th. prOpOrtioning specified above for scratch and 'brown
coats, the proportions -ay be 100 pounds gypsum neat plaster to not more than
250 pounds of SAnd or 2-1/2 cubic feet of vermiculite or perlite. and prOVided
such proport'ons .rt used for both scratch and brown coats.

The finish coat shall be applied over the brown coat and shall
consist of lime putting and gauging plaster or other finish approved by the
board.
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The scratch coat shall be appl'ed to all lathed ·surfaces. and on
walls and partitions such coats shall be carried to the floor. The scratch
coat shall be .applied with sufficient pressure and material to provide a
proper Key or bond and in all cases such coat shall be scratched vertical1y
and horizontally. Gypsum plaster only shall be used on gypsum plaster bases.

The scratch coat may be omitted when applying plaster directly to
bricK. clay or gypsum tile. stone or concrete masonry.

The brown coat shall be applied over the scratch coat where used. and
on all masonry surfaces. and shall be carried to the floor. Where lime plaster
is used. the brown coat shall be applied a minimum of twelve hours after the
application of the scratch coat. Where gypsum plaster is used. the brown coat
shall be applied a minimum of twelve hours after the application of the
scratch coat. The brown coat shall be brought out to grounds and straightened
to a true surface and left rough to receive the finish coat.

The finishing coat shall be applied after the second or brown coat
. has become set ane about dry.

A base coat for plastering on cement surfaces or on cinder or stone
concrete shall be used and shall be a specially prepared bond plaster base
coat to which aggregate shall not be added. or a specially prepared bonding
finishing plaster approved by the board and applied in accordance with such
approval. (As amended by Local Law 70 of 1958 1n effect December 11. 1958.)

(8.4.10.9). § C26-465.0 MiXing of plaster.--Where hard wall plaster
is specified. such plaster shall be received at the structure in the
manufacturer1s origfnal pac~age and shall be mixed and applied in accordance
with his specifications.

§ C26-466.0 Keenels cement.--Keene1s cement shall be approved by the
board and shall comply with the standard specifications of the A.S.T.M.D.•
C61-40 and shall be delivered in the manufacturerls original paCKage and shall
be applied according to the manufacturerls specifications. (As amended by
Local Law 10 of 1951 in effect January 15. 1951.)

§ C26-466.l Vermiculite plaster.--

:.....-;

The particle size of vermiculite shall conform with the
requirements of the Ustandard spetifications for inorganic aggregates for use
in gypsum plaster. q A.S.T.H.C. 35-59. The ~eight shall not be less than six
nor more than ten pounds per CUbic foot as determined by measurements in a
cubic foot box using the shoveling procedure as outlined in the "standard
method of test for unit weight of aggregate." A.S.T.H.C. 29-60.

(As amended by Local Law #17 of 1963. Effective March 4. 1963.)

. § C26-466.2 Perl,te plaster.--The particle s1ze of perlite shall
conform with the reQuirements of the IIstandard specifications for sand for use
in plaster'lI A.S.T.H. 05-39. except that the minimum percentage retained on a
no. 100 (149 micron) sieve shall be decreased from 951 to 9at. The weight
shall be not less than seven and one-half nor more than te~ pounds per cubic "
foot as determined by measurements in a cubic foot box using the shoveling

. procedure as outlined in the ·standard method of test for unit weight of
aggregate." A.S.T.H. C29-42. (As added by Local law 65 of 1949 in effect
September 12. 1949.)

:1
.~
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§ 26-467 ..0 Plastering notes.-a.e Unpainted masonry surfaces which are
to be plastered shall be thoroughly broomed aff before plastering is started.
Where masonry surfaces exhibit high suction they shall be wet down before
plastering. (Subd. a. as amended by Local Law 17 of 1951 1n effect Januar¥ 30.
1951.>

b. Concrete and cement surfaces which are to be plastered shall be
cleaned of all dust and loose particles. Where bond plaster basecoat is used.
surfaces shall be washed with a ten per cent solution of muriatic acid and
water and then with clean water to remove all traces of the acid and roughened
to provide a proper bond. Specially prepared bonding finishing plaster
approved by the board may be applied to smooth concrete and cement surfaces 1n
accordance with such approval. (Subd. b. amended by Local Law 17 of 1951 in
effect January 30; 1951.)

c. When plastering is in progress and until such plastering has
become thoroughly dry, the structure shall be enclosed and heated if necessary

·to maintain a minimum temperature of 40DF. (Subd. c. amended by Local Law 17
of 1951 in effect January 30; 1951.>

d. It shall be unlawful to apply on the inner surface of an exterior
masonry wall of a dwelling structure; any materials which are not impervious
to moisture except when such materials are applied on furring of at least
seven-eighths of an inch in thickness. A hollow wall of masonry shall not be
deemed a solid masonry wall for the purpose of this section. CSubd. d. added
by Local Law 5 of 1947 in effect January 3, 1947.>

Sub-Article 6

Iron and Steel Construction

Group 1 cast Iron

(8.5.l.1.1). t C26-S10.0 Cast iron columns.--a. Dimensions of cast
iron columns.--cast iron columns shall have an outside diameter or side of at
least five inches, and th.'r maximum unsuppotted length ~hall 'conform to the
requirements of section C26-367.0.

(8.6.1.1.2). b. Th1ckness of metal in cast iron co1umns.--The
thickness of metal shall be it least one~twelfth the diameter or least
dimension of cross-section. with a minimum thickness of three-fourths of an
inch. The core of col~, above and below a joint shall be the same, but where
one column is supported by another of larger diameter, the core of the latter
shall be tapered down ~.r a distance of at least six inches, or a joint plate
shall-be inserted of suff1c1ent strength to distribute the ·load. Wherever the
core of a cast iron eolUlWl has shifted more than one-fourth the thl ckness of
the shell, the thickness of the metal all around shall be assumed equal to the
thinnest part.

(8.6.1.1.3). c. Jotnts of cast iron columns.--cast iron columns shall
be machine faced at th. fnd to a true surface perpendicular to the axis. They
shall be bolted together with at least four bolts, three-quarters of an inch
or more in diameter. passing through the flanges. the bolts being of
sufficient length to allow the nuts to be crewed up tightly; and as each
column is placed in position, the bolts shall also be placed in position and
the nuts shall be screwed up tightly.
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{8.6.1.1.4>' d. Flanges of cast iron columns.-Wherecast iron
columns rest one on top of another. the top flange 'of the lower column shall
project on all sides at least three inches from the outer· surfaces of the
column and the shape and dimensions of the bottom flange of the upper column
shall be the same as those of the top flange of the lower column. except that
vhen A column is placed on a lot line. the flanges on the side toward such lot
line may be omitted. unless requtred for bolting. Flanges shall be at least
one inch in thic~ness when finished. and shall be reinforced by fillets and
brackets.

(8.6.1.1.5). e. Bolt holes in cast iron columns shall be drilled. The
diameter of the holes shall be within the diameter of the bolts plus
one-sixteenth of an inch.

(8.6.1.1.6). f. Limitation on use of cast iron columns.--It shall be
unlawful to use cast iron columns in any case where the load is so eccentric
as to cause tension in the cast ~ron or for such parts of the structural frame
of structures as are required to resist stress due to wind.

(8.6.l.l.'). g. Inspection of cast iron columns.--A cast iron column
shall be set in place only after it has passed an inspection satisfactory to
the superintendent. Wherever blowholes or imperfections are found. which
reduce the area of the cross-section at that point more than ten percent. such
columns shall be condemned. Columns cast without one open side or back shall
have three-eighth-'nch holes drilled 1n the shaft. to exhibit the thickness of
the castings. as .ay be required by the superintendent. Columns shall be
inspected before Pl'nting.

{8.6.l.2>' § C26-511.0 cast iron I1ntels.-Cast iron lintels shall be
at least three-quArters of an inch in thickness at any point. and it shall be
unlawful to use such nntels for spans exceedings1x feet.

(8.6.1.3). § C26-512.0 cast 'ron column bases.--All parts of a cast
iron base or bear'ng plate shall be at least one inch thick.

Sub-Article 7

Mood Construction

Group 1

~n~ral Requirements for Wood Construction

(8.7.1.1). § c26-528.0 Support of wood structural members.--a. The
ends of wood beams. joists and rafters resting on masonry walls shall be cut
to a bevel of three 1nches in their depth. and shall .have a bearing of at
least four inches on the masonry.

b. The ends of wood beams resting on girders shall have bearings of
at least four inches.
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c. The end~ of wood beams framing into girders may be supported by
approved metal stirrups.,hangers or bolted hardwood 'cleats. provided that all
bearings of timber shall be at least four inches or as may be otherwise
designed and shown in detail on the framing plans and having a bearing within
the worKing stress of the timbers. '

d. 'It shall be unlawful. 'except in the case of one and tvo family
dwellings. to support either end of a floor or roof beam on stud partitions.
Tail beams over eight feet long and trimmer and header beams shall be hung in
approved metal stirrups or hangers and shall be spiked unless supported on a
wall or girder. ,

e. It shall be unlawful to notch or cut wood beams. joists or rafters
unless they are suitably reinforced.

f. Built-up girders shall be securely bolted together. Other built-up
-members shall be securely spiked or bolted together. Spiked trusses shall be
of types which have been tested and approved.

(8.7.1.2). § C26-S29.0 Bridgtng of wood beams.--Wood floor be~s and
beams in flat roofs exceeding eight feet in clear span shall be braced with
mitred cross bridging measuring at least one inch by two and one-half inches
(actual). nailed twice at each bearing. or. if metal bridging is used. it must
have equivalent effective strength and durability. The maximum distance
between bridging or between bridging and bearing shall be eight feet.

(8.7.1.3.1). § C26-S30.0 Anchoring and fastening of wood beams and
g1rders.--a. Anchoring of wood beams and girders to masonry.---Each tier of
beams parallel to masonry and beams and girders bearing on masonry shall
prOVide adequate lateral stability by anchorage as required in section
C26-416.0.

-(8.7.1.3.2). b. Fastening of wood beams on girders. The ends of wood
beams resting upon girders. walls or bearing partitions required to be
anchored in accordance with section C26-4l6.0. except as otherwise provided.
shaTl lap each, other at least six inches and be well bolted or spiked together
or shall be' butted end to end and fastened by approval metal straps. ties. or
dogs tn the same beams as the wall anchors. The ends of such wood beams
framing into girders shall be tied together with approved metal straps or dogs
so as to provide continUity in the same beams as the wall anchers.

(8.7.1.3.3). c. Fastening of wood girders. The ends of wood girders
shall be fastened to each other by approved straps. ties or dogs.

(8.7.1.4.1). § C26-531.0 Fire prevention.--a. Trimming around flues
and fireplaces. Wood beams shall be trimmed away from flues and chimneys. The
header and trimmer beams shall be at least four inches from the face of '
c~imneys and backs of fireplaces. In front of a f\replace an opening shall be
trimmed to support a trimmer arch or approved masonry hearth at least sixteen
inches from the face of the breast and at least twelve inches wider than the
fireplace opening on each side.

(8.7.1.4.2). b. Separation of combustible members in masonry
walls.--Combustible members entering a masonry wall shall be separated from
the outside of the wall by at least four inches of sol~d masonry.

I
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(8.7.1.5). § C26-532.0 Wood columns and posts.--a. Wood columns and

posts shall have level bearings and shall be supported on properly designed
.metal bases or base plates.

b. Where timber tolums aTe superimposed they shall be squared at the
snds perpendicular to their axes and supported on metal caps with braCKets or
shall be connected by properly designed metal caps. pintles and base plates.

(8.7.l.6). § C26-533.0 Bolting in wood construction.--Bolts in wood
construction shall be provided with washers and when carrying tensile stress
they shall be of such proporttons that the compression on the wood at the face
of the washer will be less than the worKing stresses prescribed in section
C26-370.0.

(8.7.1.7>. § C26-534.0 Stud bearing partitions.--a. Stud bearing
partitions which rest'directly over each other and are not parallel with wood
flOOT beams shall run down between the wood floor beams and rest on the top
plate of the partition girder or foundation below.

b. Stud bearing partitions parallel. to the floor joists shall be
supported on double joists. or beams. at least as wide as the studs supported.

(8.7.1.8.1). § C26-535.0 Fire-stops.--a. Fire-stopping of stud
bearing partitions.--Exterior stud walls and stud bearing partitions shall
have the studding filled in solid between the uprights to the depth of all
floor beams with suitable incombustible materials.

(8.7.1.8.2). b. Fire-stopping of furred spaces.--Where valls are
furred off. or studded off. the s~ace between the inside of the furring or
stUdding and the wall shall be fire-stopped from· the ceiling to the underside
of the flooring or roof above with incombustible material.

Group'Z

Frame Structures of Wood

(8.7.2.1>. § C26-536.0 Height of wood frame structures.-The maximum
height of any frame structure erected after January first. nineteen hundred
th1r~y-eight. or enlarged after January first. nineteen hundred thirty-eight
sha11 be as provided in arti c1e five of this titl e. It shall be un1awfu 1 to
use more than two stories for living Quarters in t~o family residence
buildings.

(8.7.2.2). § C26-537.0 Area of wood frame structures.--a. The maximum
area of any wood frame structure erected after January first. nineteen hundred
thirty-eight. or enlarged after'January first. nineteen hundred thirty-eight.
shall be as provided in article five of th's title.

b. Attached wood frame dwelling in rows and semi-detached dwellings
housing more than two families shall be separated by unpierced fire partitions.

99
_J
!

. 'irrtIIj;..



.~---------

(8.7.2.3). § C26-538.0 Wood frame construction details.--a. The
framework of wood frame structures shall conform to the balloon frame. or
platform frame types and shall consist of sills. posts. girts or ribbon strips
and ,plates mutually braced ,at all angles or bracing may be prOVided by wood
sheathing laid diagonally and nailed twice at each bearing. Where exterior
sheathing material demonstrates 1ts ability to withstand sufficient racking
load. the board may approve the use of such material without additional
bracing. Corner or diagonal bracing shall not be required for one story
private dwellings where approved plywood. fibre board or gypsum exterior
sheathing is used on the buildjng. provided plywood and fibre board panels not
less than 8 feet by 4 feet in size. and gypsum panels not less than 2 feet by
8 feet in size. are used. except that such sizes may be reduced where
necessary for fitting and trimming. All sheathing panels shall be nailed on
all edges and at each bearing. The Corner post shall be at least the
equivalent of three two by four inch timbers. where two by four inch studs are
.used, and shall be the equivalent of three two by three lnch timbers where two
by three inch studs are used. Stu~s used in exterior walls shall 'not be less
than two inch by four inches in size. except for private dwellings not more
than One sto~y 1n height studs may be two inches by three inches in size.
Studs shall >. spaced not more than sixteen inches on centers. except that in
one story pn "ate dwe111ngs. studs may be spaced not more tHt!.n twenty-four
lnches on centers if the studs are not less than two inches by four inches in
size and prOVided the structure 1s adequately braced to the satisfaction of
the superintendent. Studs shall be set with the larger cross section d1.mension ·i
at right angles to the wall. Exterior stud walls and stud bearing partitions ishall be adequate to carryall imposed loads. Sills shall be at least four by
six inches or three by eight inches. Mortise and tenon framing shall be used
only vlth timbers at least four by six inches (nominal). All structural parts
of the wood framework shall be bUilt at least twelve inches above the
adjoining finished grade. (Subd. a amended by Local Law 85 of 1955 1n effect
June 30. 1955.) .

b. Approved fibre board sheathing at least one-half of an inch .1n
thickness and four feet in width may be used instead of wood sheathing when
bearing on four studs and fastened to each bearing with nails spaced six
inches or less apart. except that where necessary for fitting around opening
and similar purposes. the dimensions of each board used for such purpose shall
be the maximum possible if such board is less than four feet in width.

NOTE: See Rules of the Board of Standards and Appeals on Uses of Insulating
Fibre Board.

·c. Gypsum sheathing board. at least one-half of an inch in thickness
and two feet in width may be used instead of wood sheathing When set
horizontally and fastened to each bearing with one and three-quarter \nth (No.
10-1/Z gage) galvanized flat head roofing nails. spaced four inches or less
apart. (As amended by local Law 11 of 1951 in effect January 15.1951.)

(8.7.2.4). § C26-539.0 Wood shingie rooflng.--l. It shall be unlawful
to use wood shingles on the roof of any structure erected after· January first.
nineteen hundred thirty-eight. or to replace with wood shingles any roofing of
other than wood shingles.
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b. It shall be unlawful to replace wood sningle roofing on structures
erected before.January first. nineteen hundred thirty-eight. with wood shingle
roofing, except when: '

1. Shingles are placed on a solid roof deck., with rust resistive
nails;

2. Shingles are of vertical or edge grain having a thickness of two
inches in five shingles, measured at the butt (American lumber
standard>;

3. The maximum exposure of such wood shingle roofing to the weather
is:

(a) for roofs with a pitch of more than thirty degrees from
the hod zonta1:

Five inches for sixteen-inth shingles
Five and one-half inches for eighteen-inch shingles
Seven and one-half inches for twenty-four-inch shingles
(b) for roofs with a pitch between twenty-two and one-half

degrees and thirty degrees from the horizontal:
Four inches for sixteen-inch shingles
Four and one-half inches for eighteen-lnch shingles
Six and one-half inches for twenty-four-inch shingles

(8.7.2.5). § C26-S40.0 Covering of wood frame towers.--All towers on wood
frame structures shall be roofed w1th approved incombustible roofing. except
as provided in section C26-539.0.

(8.7.2.6.1). § C26-S4l.0 Minor wood frame structures.--a. Wood frame
sheds.--Hood frame sheds, open on at least one side may be erected of wood or
with approved fibre board siding, throughout the city, but such -sheds shall be
fifteen feet or less 1n height. shall cover twenty-five hundred square feet or
less, shall be placed at least four feet from any lot 11ne. and shall be
covered on the sides and roof with approved fire retarding material.

(8.7.2.6.2). b. Wood frame outhouses.--Wooden outhouses used
exclusively for domestic purposes may be constructed throughout the city to a
wall height of eight feet, and may be one hundred fifty square feet 1n area,
provided the roofs are covered with approved fire retarding materials and the
valls are located at least three feet from the lot line.

(8.7.2.6.3). t. Hoon frame builders' shanties.--one-story structures
for the use of bu1lders in connection with any building operation for which a
permit has been issued. may be constructed of wood. or may be sheathed with
approved fibre board, and placed on the lot where such building operation is
carried on in any part of the city, or on adjoining lots if such structures do
not interfere with the safe occupancy of any structures thereon, or on the
sheds provided over the sidewalKS in front of such building operation.

(8.7.2.6.4). d. Hooden fences.--Wooden fences may be erected
throughout the city to a maximum height of ten feet. e~cept as provided in
section C26-257.2 of the code. (Subd. d. amended by Local Law 4 of 1955 1n
effect January 1" 1955.)

NOTE: See Rules of The Board of Standards and Appeals on Uses of Insulating
Fibre Board.
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§ C26-542.0 Temporary WOOd frame structures and tents.--a. PermIt
requIrements for temporary WOOd frame structures and tents.--It shall be
unlawful to erect temporary WOOd frame structures and tents untIl a permIt.
SpecifyIng the purpose and the perIOd of maIntenance. shall have been obtaInedfrom the superintendent.

b. Location of temporary wood frame structures and tents.--It shall
be unlawful to place temporary structures, whlch"are enclosed In any manner,nearer than four feet to any lot line.

c. Removal of temporary wood frame structures and tents.--Every
temporary structure shall be removed at the expIratIon of the perIOd orperiods for which the permit was issued.

d. Unlawful Use of temporary wood frame structures and tents.--It
shall be unlawful to use any temporary structure for any other pupese thanthat designated in the permit. .

e. Area of tentS.--No tent shall exceed twenty-five hundred square
feet In area.--CAs amended by Local Law as of 1956 In effect December 20,1956.)
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BUILOING LAWS OF

THE CITY OF NEW YORK

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE

CHAPTER 26--TITLE C

(BUILDING CODE)

ARTICLE 11

FIRE RESISTIVE COH5TRUCTION
'-

Sub-Article 1

Fire Resistive Materials

Group 1

Classification and Use of Fire Resistive Materials

(10.1.1). § C26-571.0 Classification and use of fire resistive
materials.--a. Fire resistive materials shall be classified on a time and
temperature basis and uSed in accordance with the requirements of this title
and the rules of the board.

b. The requirements of thiS article are intended to provide adequate
protection against fire and do not limit any requirements of other sections of
this title prOViding for stronger construction in order to provide safe load
carrying capacity.

Group 2

Fire Resistive Construction Details

(10.1.2). § C26-572.0 General.--a. Fire resistiye units of burnt clay
or shale, sand-lime. concrete or gypsum shall be laid up in cement mortar,
cement-l1me mortar or gypsum mortar for gypsum units. ,

b. Units shall be solidly bedded. and shall be thoroughly bonded by
broken joints 1n alternate courses. or by appr.oved metal ties.

c. Structures of reinforced concrete meeting the requirements of
sections CZ6-468.0 through C26-S09.0. 'n respect to the reinforced concrete
and of section CZ6-239.0, in respect to other parts shall be considered as
Class 1. f'reproof structures.

d. Poured 1n place concrete or gypsum fire resistive materials shall
be reinforced for protective purposes with a sufficient amount of metal bars
or mesh to insure the 1ntegrity of the construction.

e. Plaster used in fire resistive construction shall consist of
gypsum or cement mortar, or other equally fire resistive material.
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(10.1.2.1). § C2~S73.0 Spaces exterior to structure.--a. Any space
within the grade story 1n a structure may be considered as outside the
structure provided SUch space is cut off from the structure on all sides
adjacent thereto by walls having a fire resistive rating of,at least fo~r

hOUTS. and access to such space is from the outside only.
b. Any area of a grade story of a structure without exterior valls

and cut off from the remainder of the structure by partitions or walls having
a fire resistive rating of at least four hours may be considered as outside of
the structure.

c. These provisions ,do not permit the erection of any structure in a
manner inconsistent with the provisions of article four of this title.

Group 3·

Tests for Fire Resistive Materials

(10.1.3). § C26-574.0 Test for fire resistive materials.--Qther
materials. appliances or methods of construction for fire resistive purposes
not specifically provided for in this title shall. on written application to
the superintendent. be tested in accordance with the rules of the board and if
found to comply ~ith the requirements of this title, they shall be approved by
the superintendent.

Group 4

Thicknesses and rire Resistive Ratings
for Protection of structural Steel

§ C26-575.0 General.--Unless otherwise determined by test 1n
accordance vith the rules of the board. the thicknesses of fire resistive
materials in the following table. exclusive of atr spaces when used for the
protection of structural steel members. shall be assumed to have the following
fire resistive ratings. It shall be unlawful to reduce such thicknesses for
the embedment of pipes. condu1ts~ or wires. or for any other purpose .

...............................................................................

BriCk (burned clay or shale) •......•••2-1/4
Bri ck (sand Hme> •..•••.•.•••.•..••.••2-114
Concrete brick. block or ti]~. except
cinder concrete units ...•••....••••••2-1/4

Hollow or solid cinder concrete block
and tile having a compressive strength
of at least seven hundred pounds per
square 1nch of gross area ......•...•.. l-1/2

Inches of: 1 hour 2 hours

2-114
2-1/4

2-114

2

3 hours

33/4
33/4

33/4

2

4 hours

33/4
33/4

33/4

2-1/2

I
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Solid gypsum block. provided that to
obtain the four-hour rating such
blocks shall be plastered w'th at
least one-half 'nch of gypsum
plaster .. 1

Gypsum poured in place and reinforced .. '

Hollow or solid burned clay tile or
combinations of tile and concrete 1-1/2

Metal lath and gypsum plaster 7/8

Cement concrete. Grade I 1
Cement concrete. Grade II 1-1/2
Cement concrete. Grade II. with vire

mesh 1-1/2

1-1/2 2 2

" 1-112 1-112 2

2 2 2-1/2
1-112 2 2-112

1-1/2 2 2
2 3 4

2 2 3

Hol1ov gypsum block. provided that to
obtain the four-hour rating such
blOCKS shall be plastered with at
least one-half inch of gypsum
plaster on outer side ........••.•••.• 3

Meta1 1ath and Vermi cuIt te-gypsum
plaster provided that to obtain a
four-hour rating for columns a back-
fill of loose Vermiculite shall be
employed. For the 3 a~d 2 hour"
ratings for floors. the thickness
may be 3/4". Note: thiCKness shown
inclUdes finish coat of pla.ster ....•...3/4

3

7/8 1

3

1
__.AW • a ..__ .

(As amended by local law 50 of 1948 in effect July 1. 1948.)

<10.1 ..4.1> § C26-576.0 Anchors. bonds and t1es.-a; Metal anchors.
bonds or caging shall be used with solid gypsum blOCK and cement concrete. For
gypsum bloc~ protections for all periods. and for other block or tile
protections for periods of o~er two hours. metal anchors in the horizontal
30ints snall be used.

. b. Hollow gypsum shall be anchored with ·U· straps placed between the
blocks and running tnto the hollow spaces. For Grade I or Grade II concrete.
or poured gypsum, the tie shall consist of wire mesh complying with section
C26-578.0. or the equivalent in metal ties or"spirally wound wire.

(10.1.4.2). § C26-S77.0 Plaster equivalents.--Qne-half of an lnch of
unsanded gypsum plaster shall be equivalent to three-Quarters of an lnch of
sanded gypsum or cement plaster. Plaster protections more than one inch in
th\c~ness shall have an additional layer of metal lath embedded three-quarters
of an inch or less from the outer surface and securely tied to the protected
member. The thickness of the plaster shall be the minimum thickness of plaster
measured from the face of the lath or of the masonry.
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(10.1.4.3). § C26-578.0 Wire Mesh.--Wlre mesh for'tying concrete
protections shall weigh at least one and one-half pounds per square yard and
shall be of a type approved by the board.

Group 5

Fire Tests

<10.1.5.1). § C26-S7'9.0 Time-temperature curve.-The conduct of all
fire tests of mater1 a1s and construction shall be controlled by the standard
time-temperature curve shown 1n Figure 1. The points on the curve which
determine its character are:
1 t 000° F ., '*' at 5 ml nutes
1.3000 F.••...........•.•.....•....•.....••....•....•••••.. at 10 m1 nutes
1.5500 F.•....•....•.•.•••...••.•.•....••••••••·•.••••••••.. at 30 minutes
1.7000 F....•..•.•....•.•.•...•.•.•••...•.•.•.•. ~ ......•••.at 1 hour
1 .8500 F.••.•..••••.•••••..•.•..•••..••••••.••••..••••••.•••at 2 hours
2.000° F..•..•..•••..•••....•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• at 4 hours
2,300° F '*' ••••• 4 '*' at 8 hours

2400 -1300

2200 -1200

:WOO -1100

1800 -1000

1600 - 900

1400 - 800

12.00 - 700

1000 - 600
- 500

800 -- 400

600 - 300

400 - 200

200 -100

0 -0
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Time. hours

Figure 1.-Time-temperature curve.
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(10.1.5.2>. § C26-580.0 Determ'nation of furnace temperatures.--a.
The temperature fixed by the curve shown in figure 1 of section C26-579.0y
shall be deemed to be the average temperature obtained from the read1ng~ of at
least three thermo-couples symmetrically disposed and distributed to show the.
temperature near all parts of the sample. All thermo-couples shall project at
least twelve inches into the furnace chamber. .

b. The temperatures shall be read at intervals of five minutes or
less during the first hour, and thereafter the intervals may be increased to a
maximum of ten minutes.

c. The accuracy of the furnace control shall be such that the area
under the time-temperature curve. obtained by averaging the results from the
pyrometer readings. is within seven and one-half percent of the corresponding
area under the standard time-temperature curve shown ln figure 1 of section
C26-579.0. for fire tests of one hour or less duration,' and within five
percent for tests exceeding one hour in duration.

(10.1.5.3). § C26-581.0 Determination of temperatures on unexposed
surfaces.--a.Temperatures on unexposed surfaces shall be measured with
thermo-couples or thermometers placed under oven dry asbestos fire felt pads
six inches square. four-tenths of an lnch thick. and weighing between one and
one and four-tenths pounds per square foot. The wire leads of the
thermo-couple or the stem of the thermometer shall have an immersion under the
pad and be in contact with the unexposed surface for at least three and
one-half inches. The hot junction of the thermo-couple ,or the bulb of the
thermometer shall be placed approximately under the center of the pad. The pad
shall be held firmly against the surface. and shall fit closely about the
thermo-couples or the thermometer stems. Thermometers shall be of the
partlal-immersion type, with a length of stem~ between the end of the bulb and
the immersion mar~. of three inChes. The wires for the thermo-couple in the
length covered by the pad shall not be heavier than No. 19 steel wire gage
(0.041 lnch> and shall be electrically lnsulated with heat and moisture
resistive coatings.

b. The temperature readings shall be taken at five or more points on
the surface. one of which shall be approximately at the center of such
surface. and four approximately at the centers of the quarter sections. If
additional points are used. they shall'be symmetrically disposed about the
center. with no location nearer than one and one-half times the thiCKness of
the construction. or near than twelve inches in the edges. It shall be
unlawful to use po1nts located opposite or on to~ of beams. girders. plast~rs

or other structural members.
c. 1emperature readings shall be ta~en at intervals of fifteen

minutes or less until a reading exceeding two hundred twelve degrees
Fahrenheit has been obtained at anyone point. Thereafter at the discretion of
the superintendent, the readings may be ta~en .more frequently but the
intervals need not be less than five minutes.

d~ Where the conditions of acceptance ~lace a limltation on the rise
of temperature of the unexposed surface. the temperature end point of the flre
endurance period shall be determined by the average of the measurements ta~en

at individual points. except that if a temperature rise of thirty percent in
excess of the specified limit occurs at anyone of these points. the remainder
shall be ignored and the fire endurance period judged as ended.
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(10.1.5.4). &C26-582.0 Report of results of fire tests.--Results
shall be reported in accordance with the performance in the tests prescribed
in this title. Such results shall be expressed in time periods of resistance.

(10.1.6). § C26-583.0 Fire test structures.--a. Fire test structures
may be located at any place where all the necessary facilities for properly
conducting the test may be provided.

b. Entire freedom is left to each applicant in the design of his test
structure and the nature and US! of fuel~ provided the test requirements are
met.

Group 7

Fire Test Samples

ClO. L7>'§ C26-584.0 Fire" test samples.-The fire te.st sample shall
be truly representative of the construction for which classification is
des1red~ and shall be built under conditions representative of actual
practice. Test samples of shop-made units shall be selected at the place of
manufacture by the superintendent or his representative. When test samples are
constructed in place. all workmanship shall be inspected and all materials
used tn the test samples shalt be selected by the superintendent or his
representat1ve. The physical properties of the materials or ingredients used
in the test sample shall be determined and recorded.

Group 8

Fire Endurance Test

(10.1.8). § C26-58S.0 Fire endurance test.--The fire endurance test
on the sample with its applied load. if any~ shall be continued until failure·
occurs. or until it has withstood the test conditions for a pertod equal to
that specified in the conditions of acceptance for the given type of
construction.

Group 9

Hose Stream Test

(10.1.9). § C26-586.0 Hose stream test.--a. Immediately following tnt
expiration at the fire endurance test~ the sample shall be subjected to the
impact. erosive and coollng effects of a fire hose stream directed flrst at
the middle and then at all parts of the exposed surface. Changes in direction
shall be made slowly. The stream shall be delivered through a one and
one-eighth inch standard taper. smooth bore nozzle. The water pressure and
duration of application shall be as specified tn the following table:
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Parts of structure Resistance period

Water
pressure
at nozzle.
pounds per
square inch

Duration of
application.
minutes per
one hundred
square feet of
exposed area

Floors and roofs

Nalls and partitions .•

less than 1 hour
1 hour to less than 2 hours
2 hours to less than 4 hours
4 hours and over
less than 1 hour
1 hour to less than 2 hours
2 hours to less than 4 hours
4 hours and over

30
30
45
45
~

30
30
45

1
1-1/2
2-1/2

5
1

1-1/2
2-1/2

5-- ~ ~ ~ ....................
b. The nozzle orifice shall be twenty feet from the center of the

exposed surface of the test sample if the nozzle is so located that when
directed at the center its axis 1s normal to the surface of the test sample.
If the nozzle is otherwise located. its distance from the center shall be less
than twenty feet by an amount equal to one foot for each ten degrees of
deviation from the normal.

Sub-Article 2

Protection of Structural Steel and Iron Members

(10.2.1). § C26-61l.0 Protection of columns.--a. Iron or steel
columns shall be protected by material or assemblies having a flre resistlve
rating of four hours for Class 1. fireproof structures. and of three hours for
Class 2. flre-protected structures. except that interior columns in Class 2.
fire-protected structures, for resldence purposes need have only two-hour
protection.

b. Speclal precautions shall be taken to protect the outer surfaces
of iron or steel columns located in exterior ~alls agalnst corrosion: by
painting- such surfaces with ~aterproof paints. by the use of mastic. or by
other methods of ~aterproofing approved by the superintendent.

(10.2.2). § C26-612.0 Protection of lugs. brac~ets and wind
brac1ng.--Where a column is solidly encased with fire resistive material. the
extreme outer edge of 1ugs. braCKets. wind bracing. or other supporting parts
may extend to ~ithin one inch of the outer surface of the protection.
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(10.2.3). § C26-613.0 Protection of fire resistive covering.--Where
th~ fire resis~ive covering on columns is exposed to injury from moving
vehicles or the handling of merchandise it shall be jacketed to a height of
five feet from the floor ~ith an adequate protective covering.

(10.2.4). § C26-614.0 Protection of wall girders and other steel
supporting masonry.--Wall girders and other steel supporting masonry in Class
1. fireproof structures. and Class 2. fire-protected structures. shall be
protected by materials or assemblies having a fire resistive rating of three
hours.

§ C26-61S.0 Protection of joists. beams and girders.--a. Joists.
beams and girders supporting floor or roof construction in class '1. fireproof
structures. shall be individually encased with materials or assemblies having
a three-hour fire resistive rating. except that in areas of twenty-five
hundred square feet or less. joists. beam~ and girders may be protected by a
ceiling ~ith a one and one-half 'hour fire resistive rating provided such areas
are completely fire-stopped.

b. JOists. beams and girders supporting floor and racf construction
in class 2. fire-protected structures. shall be indiVidually encased with
material or assemblies having a one and one-half hour fire resistive rating
except that in areas of twenty-five hundred square feet or less. joists. beams
and girders may be protected by a ceiling with a one and one-half hour fire
resistive rating provided such areas are completely fire-stopped.

c. Fire-stopping as required in this section shall be done with
materials. or assemblies having the same fire resistive rating as the
fireproofing; or joists. beams. or girders with solid webs may be substituted.
for such materials or assemblies. At firestops. where a space occurs between
the bottom of the joist. beam or girder and the ceiling, such space shall be
filled with material similar to that used for the fire-proofing. (As amended
by Local Law 1 of 1951 in effect January 8. 1951.)

- (lO.2.6). § C26-616.0 Protection of lintels.--Iron or" steel lintels
over oPenings more than four feet vide in walls shall be protected as required
for beams unless the lintel is supported from a fireproof member above;
prOVided that when the span of "any such opening \s six feet or less and such
opening is spanned by an adequate masonry arch above the lintel. the
protective covering may be omitted.

(10.2.7). § C26-617.0 Use of stone lintels restricted.--It shall be
unlawful to use stone lintels unless such lintels are supplemented on the
inside of the wall with iron or steel lintels or with suitable masonry arches
carrying the masonry backing. or by other methods approved by the
superintendent.

(10.2.8). § C26-618.~ Protection of trusses.--a. Trusses in Class 1.
fireproof structures. and Class 2. fire-protected structures. shall be
entirely protected by materials or assemblies naving fire resistive ratings of
three hours and one and one half hours respectively. In one-story structures
the protective covering may be omitted from members of trusses. inclUding
beams and subpurll ns , In mul ti-story structures suchcoverlng may be om; tted
when such members support only roof loads. access passageways. or ventilating
equipment. and have a clear height of at least twenty feet below the lower
chords of the trusses.
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b. The protective covering may be omitted from roof truss members.
includlng beams and subpurl1ns. if a continuous cel11ng. having a fire
resistive rating of three hours 1s provided below the lower chords of t~e
trusses. and the space above the ceil1ng is completely enclosed and
fire-stopped and contains no passageways or apparatus of any ~ind. Access to
the enclosed roof space shall be permitted by an.iccess door having a fire
resistive rating of at least one hour. and having maximum dimensions of three
feet by three feet.

c. In an auditorium with fixed seats having metal frames. the
fireproofing may be omitted from structural steel roof trusses with their
adjoining steel framing. when the clear height below the lower chords of the
trusses is less than twenty feet and when such members support only roof
loads. access passageways or ventilating equipment provided a wire lath and
plaster ceiling of one-hour fire resistive rating placed at least three inches
clear of any steel surface separates such steel completely from such
auditorium spaces. <Subd. c. added by Local Law 109 of 1953 in effect June 12,
1953.)

Sub-Article 3

Fire Resistive Floors and Roofs

(10.3.1). § C26-619.0 Form and fire resistive ratings of floor and
roof COftstruction.--a. Floor and roof construction between supporting beams in
Cl.ss 1. "~reproof structures. shall consist of arches or slabs of
'nCe-bust1bl, material or assemblies and shall either by itself or in
co-btaltton with its protective cei11ng have a fire resistive rating of at
' ••st t~r.. hours, except as specifically provided otherwise. Nothing in this
s.etten shill prevent the application of cor~ or fibre insulation board or
other ea-bust1b1e insulation material applied directly to the fire resistive
fl~ or roof construction in cement, provided that in the case of floor
tOftstruct\on such insulation is covered by at least one and one-half 1nch
th'Ckatss of Portland cement concrete or other equally fire resistive material
of tCVIl th'c~ness. Similar floor and roof construction in Class 2.
f'r'-PTotected'structures, shall ~1ther by itself or in combination with its
protectiv, c'inng have a fire resistive rating of at least one and one-half
hours. elCtpt IS otherwise specifically provided. (As amended by Local Law 97
of 1940 1ft .ffeet July 15. 1940.)

~. Where the fire protective covering is omitted from roof trusses as
pr0¥16ed 'n section C26-618.0. bloc~s of book tile. gypsum. concrete or other
'Quhllent fIr. resistive materials may be used for horizontal or sloping
·roofs d\rectly above such trusses. prOVided the necessary strength
r_Qu'r...nts Ar, -et. ,

c. A floor or ·roof construction in vhich the structural members are
not tnd\.tduilly encased 1n,f're resistive materials or assemblies shall be
f1rt-stepped &s provided in section C26-615.0.

NOTE.--SEE RULES OF THE BOARD OF STANDARDS AND APPEALS ON USES OF
INSULATING FIBRE BOARD.
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(10.3.2.1). § C26-620.0 Concrete floor and roof construct1on.--a.

Materials for concrete floor and roof constructlon.--Un~ess designed in
accordance with the provisions of sect10ns C26-468.0 through C26-S09.0.
concrete floor and roof construction shall consist of a mixture of five :parts
of coarse aggregate measured separately by volume and reinforced wIth steel as
provided tn subdivision d of section C26-620.0. Cinder aggregate shall be
clean and well burned. containing a maximum of thirty-five percent by weight
of unconsumed carbon and one and one-half percent by weight of sulphur. Other
aggregates shall conform to section C26-315.0.

(10.3.2.2). b. Reinforcement of concrete floor and roof
construction.--Reioforcement shall consist of steel fabric, rods, or other
sUitable shapes. The reinforcement shatl be at least fifteen hundredths
percent for continuous steel fabric and at least twenty-five hundredths
percent for other forms of steel reinforcement. the percentage to be based on
the sectiona1 area of the slab above the center of reinforcement. The center
of the reinforcement shall be at least one inch above the bottom of the slab~

but all parts of the reinforcement shall be at least three-quarters of an inch.
from the bottom of the slab.

(10.3.2.3). c. Thlc~ness of concrete floor and roof construction.--
1. Unless designed in accordance wi th the provt stens of

sections C26-468.0 through C26-509.0. the minimum thickness of
concrete floor and roof construction shall be determined by the
following formula. in which

t • total th'c~ness in inches
l • clear span in feet between steel flanges 'I
~ • gross uniform toad in ~ounds per square foot:

L w-7S
t. +

.The total thic~ness shall be at least four inches except 1n the
following cases:

<a>. Special forms of construction which have passed the
three-hour fire test specified 1n sections C26-588.0 through
C26-59060.

(b). 10 Class 2. fire-protected structures. floor
construction. except the. floor construction above the cellar or
basement. and roof construction may be used consisting of two inches
or more of reinforced concrete or gypsum top slab. or two inches or
more of stone or cinder concrete poured over rib lath secured to the
top of steel beams or steel joists. and at least a seven-e1ghth-inch
gypsum or cement plaster ceiling on metal lath; or any other material 1

or assembly having a fire resistive rating of at least one and
one-half hours.

26 Four-inch slabs may be used for spans of eight feet or less
provided the gross ·floor load 1s two hundred pounds per square foot
or less.
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(10.3.2.4). d. Strength of concrete floor and roof tonstruct\on.--
1. Unless designed in accordance with sections ,C26-468.0 through

C26-S09.0. -the safe carrying ca.pacity for concrete floor and roof construction
shall be determined by the following formula in which .

w• gross uniform floor load in pounds per square foot
As- cross sectional area of reinforce~ent in square inches per foot

of width of slab
l • clear span in feet between steel flanges and shall not exceed

ten feet in any case, and when the gross floor load exceeds two
hundred pounds per :square foot shall not exceed eight feet

C • the following coefficient, for steel having an ultimate
strength of at least fifty-five thousand pounds per square inch:

(a.). For cinder concrete
(1). Twenty thousand when reinforcement is continuous
(2). Fourteen thousand when reinforcement is hOOked or

attached to one or both supports.
(b). For stone concrete

(1). Fifteen thousand when reinforcement is hooked or
attached to one or both supports

(b). For stone concrete
(1). Fifteen thousand when reinforcement is hooKed·or attached

to one or both supports
(2). Twenty-three thousand when reinforcement is continuous:

3CAs
w. -rr

2. When this formula is used the reinforcement shall be hooked or
attached to one or both supports or be continuous, and the slab'shall be stone
or cinder binder concrete at least four lnches in thickness.

3. The concrete in such floor and roof construction shall have an
ultimate compressive strength of at least seven hundred pounds per square lnch
at the end of twenty-eight days. For such concrete. the safe fibre stress may
be taken as two hundred pounds per square inch. the bond fifty pounds per
square lnch and n, as defined in section 06-470.0. shall equal thirty; and
the strength may be figured by the usual methods.

4. If steel of an ultimate strength in excess of fifty-five thousand
pounds per square inch \s used, the above coefficient may be increased in the
ratio of the ultimate strength to fifty-five thousand, but at most thirty
percent, prOVided a certificate of the manufacturer. certifying to the minimum
strength of the wire fabric actually to be used. is SUbmitted before erection.

§ 06-620.1 Cellar floors and garage floors.-The cellar floor and
garage floor or any floor resting directly on.the ground shall be constructed
of stone concrete or cinder concrete at least four inches thick, but in no
instance shall the mix be more than eight parts aggregate to one part cement
except that for garage floors on ground in other than private dwellings, a
bituminous plant mix wearing surface not less tha.n two inches thick when
compressed and laid on a stabilized base course four inches in thickness after
compression may be used. The wearing surface shall be of asphaltic concrete
mixture type 1 and shall comply with the specifications in section 3.01 of the
standard highway spec1fication~ for assessable improvements adopted by the
board of estimate of the city of New York on May 24, 1945. The base course of
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one and one·half inch (1-1/2 N
) and three-eighths inch (3/B") aggregate shall

tempty tilth the provisions set forth in section 4.02 class 2 for asphalt
macadam pavement defined in standard highway specifications for assessable
improvements adopted by the board of estimate of the city of New YorK on May
24. 1945. (As added by Local Law 119 of 1940 and amended by Local Law 49 of
1955 1n effect Hay 23. 1955.)

§ C26-620.2 Floors constructed with glass.--Where glass has been
placed in a floor so that it forms a structural part of the floor and is
carried upon structural supports framed about the glass. it shall be removed
and shall be replaced by solid. closed flooring constructed the same as the
adjoining flooring. This section shall not apply to vault lights in sidewa1~s.

yard or court pavements and similar exterior locations. The provisions of this
section shall apply to all existing installations of glass in floors. (As
added by Local Law 14 of 1958. approved by the Mayor May 14. 1958. in effect
January 1. 1959.) ,

(10.3.3). § C26-621.0 Gypsum floor and roof construction.--Gypsum
floor and roof construction may be either of reinforced poured gypsum or
precast units and may be either of the suspension type or of the slab and
ceiling type with the slabs constructed of such thlc~ness as to support the
imposed loads. provided the floor or roof construction complies with the
requirement of section C26-6l9.0.

<10.3.4.1>' § C26-622.0 Hollow tile arches.-a'. Material for hollow
tile arches.--Hollow blOCKS of burnt clay or shale used in hollow tile arches
for fire resistive construction shall be medium or hard and of uniform
density. The shells and webs shall be at least five-eighths of an inch thiCK.
The maximum spaclng of interior vertical and horizontal webs shall be four
inches. The bloc~s shall be at least two cells deep. and shall be laid in
cement mortar and be properly k~yed. .

(10.3.4.2). b. Depth of~lat arches.--The depth of flat arches of
burnt clay or shale hollow blocks shall be at least one and one-half inches
for eath foot of span inclusive of the portlon of the block extending below ,
the underside of the beam and such arches shall be at least six inches thiCK.

(10.3.5). § C26-623.0 ,Brlck arches.--a. Br1c~ arches shall be built
of common or hollow briCk solidly bonded. Such arches shall be segmental in
fonn with a minimum thiCKness of four inches for span of 'five feet or less and
of eight inches for spans exceeding five feet. unless such spans are SUitably
reinforced.

b. The r1se of such arches shall be at least one inch per foot of
span and the joints shall be filled With cement.

(10.3.6). § C26-624.0 Rise of segmental arches.--a. Segmental arches
for flOor and roof construction shall have a rise of at least one inch per
foot of span.

b. The minimum thiCkness of this type of arch shall be six inches.

(10.3.7). &C26-625.0 Special roof construction. -- For mansards and
dormers having a slope of more than thirty degrees from the horizontal. blOCKS
of b~ tile. gypsum. concrete or other fire resistive materials may be used
subject to the load test specified in section C26-626.0. provided they have a
fire resistive rating of at least one hour.
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(10.3.8). § C26-626.0 Load tests for floor and roof
construction.--Hhen the strength of any floor or roof construction cannot be
determined by the methods prescribed in the section. or by the application of
accepted engineering formulae. the safe uniformly distributed carrying:
capacity shall be ta~en as a fraction of the total load causing failure in a
full-size test sample. when applied along tvo 11,nes each distant one-third of
the span from the supports. Each fraction Shall be one-quarter when the
specimens are tested as simple spans and one-sixth when tested as continuous
spans.

{lO.3.9>. § C26-627.0 Span of floor and roof construction.--Unless
designed in accordance with sections C26-468.0 through C26-509.0. the maximum
clear span for floor and roof slabs or arches between supporting beams shall
be eight feet. except as otherwise permitted by subdivision d of section
C26-620.0. '

(10.3.10>. § C26-628~O Openings in floors and roofs.--Suitable metal
framing or reinforcement shall be provided in fire resistive floOr and roof
-construction around any opening having an area in excess of two square feet.
When openings are provided for pipes and conduits. the unoccupied space shall
be filled with approved incombustible material for the full depth of the slab.
unless close fitting individual sleeves. solidly embedded in the construction.
are used; or the opening 1s enclosed as a shaft and constructed in compliance
with section C26-638.0.

(10.3.11). § C26-629.0 T1e rods.--The supporting beams in fire
resistive floors and roofs shall be tied together by steel tie rods of proper
size. spacing and location; provided that when floor filling is in the form of
reinforced slabs and the reinforcement is continuous ~ver the supports or
s.ecurely attached to the supports. tie rods may be omitted.

(lO.3.12~. § C26-630.0 Top f1111ng.--ln Class 1. fireproof
structures. the space between the floor slab and the'finished floor shall be
filled with concrete consisting of one part of cement to a maximum of ten
parts of cinders. or with other incombustible material approved by the
superintendent.
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Sub-Article 4

Fire Walls and Partitions

Group 1

Fire Hall s

(10.4.1.1). § C26-631.0 Materials and thicknesses for fire walls.--a.
Fire walls shall be constructed of the following materials and minimum
thicknesses. exclusive of any required plaster:

1. Solid brick. solid structural units. or plain concrete
eight inches thiCK. .
2. Solid reinforced concrete six inches thick.
3. Solid cinder concrete blocks eight inches thiclc..
4. Solid cinder concrete blocks six inches thick. plastered on
both sides.
S. Hollow clay tile twelve inches thick. two units. three
cel1s in wa11 thi ekness,
6. Hollow clay tile eight inches thick. three cells in wall
thickness plaster~d on both sides.
7. Hollow concrete block.s (one piece) twelve inches thick..
webs and shells of which are at least one and one-half inches
thick. and at least two cells in wall thickness.
I. Hollow concrete bloCKS (one piece) eight inches thick.
plastered on both sides. shells of which are at least one and
one-half inches thick..

,. nr. valls of other materials or forms of construction shan have
& ,," "stUh. rating .of four hours. .

(10.'.1.2). § C26-632.0 Construction of fire walls.--a. Fire walls
s~11 be cClftstructed wi tb so11 d joi nts of cement or cement-li me mortar. Where
pllsttr 'I r~'r.d~ unsanded gypsum shall be at least one-half of an inch
thtck. and sand.d gypsum or cement plaster. three-quarters of an inch thick.

,. 1ft a Class 2. fire-protected structure. or a Class 3.
non-"reproof structure. a fire vall shall be continuous from its foundation
to three f ..t above the roof surface. except as provided in the following
parl9T.~. and eacept that in residence structures of these two classes. fire
Wills .., be "rried only to the top of the roof boards in Class 2.
f're-protected structures. and in Class 3. non-fireproof structures. provided
the junction btt~en the roof and the fire wall is thoroughly grouted with
e...nt ~tlr and firt-stopped. (As amended by Local Law 107 of 1940 in effect
Ju1)' 15. 1940.) .

c. 'tr••,lls -ay be offset from floor to floor in any structure
proYtded t~ ent1re offset is of fire resistive construction having a fire
resistive rat'ng of four hours.

d. to-busttbl. structural members built into a solid fire wall shall
be separat.d froa each other and from the outside of the wall by at least four
lnches of solid aasonry.

t. When combustible members project tnto hollow fire walls the hollow
space shall be filled solidly with incombustible. fire resistive materials for
the full th\c~ness of the wall and for four inches or more above, below and
between the members.
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f. Fire walls of masonry u$ed as party or bearing walls shall conform
1n thickness and material to the requlrements for such walls as specified in
sections C26-412.0 through C26-467.0. . .

g. The application of cork or fibre insulation board may be permitted
if cemented or attached directly to the face of the wall laid up with no
intervening alr spaces and protected as required by the rules of the board.

NOTE: See Rules of Board of Standards and Appeals on uses of
Insulating Fibre Board.

Group 2

Fire Partitions

§ C26-633.0 Materials for fire partltions.--a. tire partitions shall
be constructed of the followi ng material s and minimum thi cknesses exclusive of
any required plaster:

.1. Solid brick. solid structural units or plain concrete. eight
, "CMS ttl1cit. •

Z. Solid reinforced concrete. five inches thick.
3. Solid cinder concrete blocKs. six inches thick..
c. Hollow clay tile. two cells in wall thickness. six inches thick.

pllst.rtd on the room side. .
5. Hollow concrete block.. eight inches thick provided calcareous.

~ftt el., or cinder aggregates are used and the shells are at least one and
~~lf 'nches thiCK. if unplastered. and at least one and one-quarter inches
tfttet. If ,lastered. .

6. Hollow gypsum block. three inches thick. plastered on both sides.
7. Hollow gypsum blOCK. six inches and two cells in vall thickness.

pl,st..,..d on one side - .
I. Clay ttle. glazed or unglazed •. six inches thick.. eored not in

elce,s of twenty-five per cent and laid two units in wall thickness.
t. Solid gypsum block. three inches thiCK.
b. Where combustible insulation board is permitted. it shall be

appl'~ dtrectfy to the face of the partition by cement or other approved
..tftOd. but in no case shall it be built into the required partition
constructton .

IOTE: See Rules of Board of Standards and Appeals on uses of
In~ul.ttft; fibre Board.

c. rire partitions ore other materials or forms of construction shall
biye I ftre resistive rating of three hours. (As amended by Local La~ 4 of
1951 'ft eff,ct January 8. 1951.)

·So tn or1ginal. E~idently should be pof."
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(10.4.2.2). § C26-634.0 Construction of fire partitions.--a. The

maximum unsupported height of a fire partition shall be thirty times its total
thickness unless suitably anchored and reinforced or constructed tn accordance
with the requirements for walls as specified in sections C26-4l2.0 through
C26-467.0. Intermediate support for fi re parti tions shall be of construction
having a fire resistive rating of three hours. Fjre partitions may be offset
from floor to floor in any structure prOVided the entire offset is of
fireproof construction having a fire resistive rating of three hours.

b. Combustible structural members built into a fire partition wall
shall be separated from each other and from the outside of the wall by at
least four inches of solid masonry.

c. Where combustible insulating boards are permitted on a fireproof
partition. they shall be cemented or directly attached to the face of the
partition and may not be built into the reQuired construction.

d. Fire partitions shall be constructed and plastered. if plastering
1s reQuired~ as pre~cribed for fireval1s in sect10n C26-632.0.

(10.4.2.3). § C26-635.0 Fire tesistive stairway enclosures.--a. Fire
resistive stairway enclosures constructed of the following materials and
minimum thicknesses. exclusive of any required plaster. may be used in Class
2. fireproof structures. exclusively for school purposes. and in Class 2.
fire-protected structures: .

1..Solid brick. or solid structural units. eight inches thick
2. Solid concrete. plain or reinforced. four inches thick.
3. Solid cinder concrete blocks. four inches thick; plastered on both

sides. three inches thick.
4. Solid gypsum (pound or block). three inches thick.
5. Hollow clay tile. tva cells in vall thick.ness. four inches thick..

plastered on both sides; or six-inch partl1:1on tile, two cells In wall
thickness. plastered on one side.

6. Hollow concrete block. eight inches thick; four inches thick..
plastered on both sldes.

7. Hollo~ gypsum block, three inches thlck~ plastered on both sides.
b. Fire resistive stairway enclosures of other materials or forms of

construction shall have a ftre resistive rating of at least two hours.

Group 3

Fireproof Partitions

§ C26-636.0 Materials for fireproof partitions.--a. Fireproof
partitions shall be constructed of the follOWing materials and minimum
thiCKness. exclusive of any required plaster: .

1. Solid or hollow brick or solid structural units. four inches thick.
2- Solid gypsum (poured or bloc~). two inches thiCK.
3. Solid cinder concrete (poured or bloCK)~ three inches thick.
4. Solid walls of cement mortar or concrete. two and one-half inches

thic~. reinforced in two directions with at least one-eighth of one per tent
of steel in each direction.

5. Solid ~alls at least two inches thic~ of gypsum plaster or two and
one-half inches thiCK of cement plaster. supported by incombustible stUdding
and metal lath or mesh meeting the requirements of section C26-460.0.

118



6. Hollow clay tile. three inches thick. plastered on both sides.
7. Hollow'gypsum blocKs. three inches thick.
8. Hollow concrete blocKs. three inches thicK. plastered on both

sides.
9. Hollow partitions at least three inches thick of long length

gypsum lath, at least one-half of an inch thick ~n both sides of incombustible
stUdding. plastered on both sides with three-fourths of an inch of gypsum
plaster, sanded one part gypsum to one part sand for the scratch coat and one
part gypsum to two parts of sand for the brown coat, both by weight.

10. Hollow partitions of metal lath or mesh or welded wire ribbed
lath and plaster on lncombust1ble studding, complying with the requirements of
section C26-460.0. with three-Quarters of an inch of cement or gypsum plaster
on each side. When paper-backed lath is used. the paper shall be, flame-proof.

11. Hollow walls at least three inthes thick, of gypsum board at
least one-half inch thick. on both sides of incombustible stUdding spaced not
over sixteen inches on centers and covered on both sides vith one-eighth lnch
thiCK hard asbestos cement composition sheets. with all joints covered with
two-inch wide batten strips made of the same material as sheets or of approved
type metal strips.

12. Clay tile, glazed or unglazed fOUT inthes thick. with outside
shells not less than three-quarters of an inch in thickness plastered on one
side.

13. Solid walls not less than two inches thick of vermiculite-gypsum
plaster on metal or gypsum lath.

14. Solid walls -not less than two inches thick of perlite-gypsum
plaster on metal 'or gypsum lath.

b. In non-fireproof structures, vood stud fire retarding partitions
may be used as f'rtproof partitions with a maximum stud spacing of sixteen '
inches on cent~rs Ind metal lath or mesh veighing at least three and
four-tenths pound Plr square yard fastened to the stUdding at maximum
intervals of s1J 'nchts vertically and plastered on both sides with gypsum,
vermiculite-gypsua. perlite-gypsum or cement plaster to at least
three-quarters 'nth grounds or three-eighths tnen perforated 'gypsum lath on
both sides, plaster.d with one-half inch of sanded gypsum plaster or
vermiculite-gypsu- pllster or perlite-gypsum plaster or one-half inch plaster
board on both std.S covered with hard asbestos cement composition sheets at
least one-eighth of 1ft inch in thickness with all joints covered with two-inch
batten strips of tht same material or with approved metal battens or two
layers of one-hllf tnch gypsum wallboard. Grounds for chair rails. baseboards
and similar appurtenlnces. if used in such partitions shall be of metal '
covered wood or of 'ncombustible material. Continuous vertical spaces in such
walls shall be fir.-stopped as required in sections C26-683.0 through
C26-688.0.

c. fireDroof partitions of other material or forms of construction
shall hav~ a flrt-resistive rating of one hour. (As amended by Local Law 32 of
1951 In effect Februlry 21,,-1951.)

(10.4.3.2). § CZ6-637.0 Construction of fireproof part1t1ons.--a.
Fireproof partitions in Class 1, fireproof structures. and Class Z.
fire-protected structures, shall be carried at each tier of a structure on
incombustible supports and unless suitably anchored or retnforced the maximum
unsupported height shall be thirty times the total thlckness~
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b. Where plaster is required. unsanded gypsum plaster shall be at
least one-half inch thick but the total thickness of plaster shall be at least
three-quarters of an inch. or sanded gypsum or cement plaster
three-quarter-inch thick.

c. The thickness of the material and construction of fireproof
partitions of masonry as given are the minimum for fire resistive purposes and
shall be increased as required to comply with sections CZ6-412.0 through
C26-467.0.

§ C26-637.1 FireproOf partitions on floors used for
manufacturing.--a. Wherever the floor of a frame or non-fireproof building
exceeding 2 stories tn height has a dimension of one hundred fifty feet or
more in length or width. and all or a part of the floor 1s used for a garment
factory as defined 1n section Cl9-161.0 or a factory engaged in the processing
of combustible fabrics With flammable oil as also defined in section
Cl9-161.0. a partiticn having a fire resistive rating of at least one hour
shall be provided to separate the floor area. Tne floor area shall be so
separated that no areas shall extend' in length or w1dth for mor~ than one
hundred ten feet. Openings in such partitions shall be provided with fireproof
self-closing doors or automatic fire doors. Such doors shall have a rating of
at least one hour. The provisions of this section shall apply to eXisting
buildings so occupied.

b. Exception. SubdiVision a of this section shall not apply where the
floor area used for manUfacturing is entirely protected with an approved
spr1n~ler system. (As added by Local Law 63 of 1958; approved by the Mayor
October 30. 1958. \n effect June 1. 1~59.)

SUb-Article 5

Shaft Enclosures

(10.5.1). § C26-638.0 Protection of closed shafts.--a. A series of
floor openings. consisting of,two or more openings in success1ve floors or a
floor and a roof. shall be deemed to be a shaft and shall be enclosed.

b. Such shafts shall be constructed of materials or assemblies having
the fol10w1ng fire resistive ratings:

1. Three hours when in:
(a). Class 1. fireproof structures. or
(b). Class Z. fire protected structures. exceeding fifty feet
1n height.

2. Two hours when 1n:
(a) Class 2. fire protected structures. not exceeding fifty
feet in height. or
(b) Class 3. non-fireproof structures. except 1n residence
structures ROt to exceed three stories and basement in height
and other structures not exceeding four stories or forty feet
tn height. or
(c) Class 6. heavy timber construction structures. except as
provided in sections C26-640.0 and C26-646.0 of this code.

3. One hour when in class 3. non-fireproof residence structures.
not exceeding three stories and basement tn height or other
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non-fireproof structures not exceeding four stories or forty feet in height •
(Subd. b amended by local Law SO of 1942 1n effect October 29. 1942.) .

(10.5.2). § C26-639.0 Protection of elevator shafts in existing
non-fireproof public structures.--Shafts for elevators. escalators or similar
hoisting devices in Class 3. or Class 4. public structures. built before
January first. nineteen hundred thirty-eight. as' defined in subdivision a of
section C26-235.0. which are not already enclosed with fire resistive
materials. shall be enclosed as provided in section C26-638.0. except as
otherwise provided in section C26-647.0.

(10.5.3). § C26-640.0 Protection of vent shafts 1n non-fireproof
residence structures.--In non-fireproof residence structures. occupied by one
or two families. vent shafts shall be supported on and be constructed of
materials having a f1re resistive rating of one hour and shall extend at least
three feet above the roof and be covered by a ventilating s~ylight of metal
and glass.

§ C26-64l.0 Enclosures at the top of shafts.--a. Except in one- and
two-family residence structures. shafts extending into the top story. except
those stair shafts where the stairs do not continue to the roof. shall be
carried through and at least two feet above the roof. Every shaft extending
above the roof, except open shafts and elevator shafts. shall be enclosed at
the top with a roof of materials having a fire resistive rating of one hour
and a metal skylight covering at least three-quarters of the area of the shaft
in,the top story. except that skylights over stair shafts shall have an area
not less than one-tenth the area of the shaft in the top story. but shall be
not less than fifteen square feet 1n area. The required skylight may be
repla~ed by a vindo~ or windows of equivalent area in the side of the shaft.
provided that the sills of such windows are at least two feet above the roof
and the wtndows do not face within ten feet of a property line. except that
-such windows may be installed within ten feet of a street. Any shaft
terminating below the top story of a structure and those stair shafts not
required to extend through the roof shall have the top enclosed with materials
having the same fire resistive rating as required for the shaft enclosure.

b. In those structures not of class 1 or class 2 construction. other
than private dwellings. all shafts including stair shafts. extending into the
top story shall be carried through and at least three feet above thereof and
the sills of windows used in pl,ace of s~ylights shall be at least three feet
above the roof.

c. The prOVisions of this section shall not apply to stair shafts in
multiple dwellings.

d. In all buildings which come under the exit provisions of the. labor
law. a SKylight haVing an area of not less than fifteen square feet shall be
provided over all stairs which extend into the top story. The walls of the
enclosure below the skylight ~hal1 extend at least two feet above the roof.
Such s~ylights may be replaced by windows as provided in paragraph a of this
section. The provisions of this paragraph d shall apply to all existing
bUildings to which the exit provisions of the labor law are applicable.

<As amended by Local Law 13 of 1958. approved by Mayor Hay 14. 1958 1n
effect June 1. 1959.)
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(10.5.5) § C26-642.0 Enclo~~~~ of the bottom of shafts.--The bottom

of shafts~ in buildings ot~er than one or two--family residence structures.
which do not e~tend to the ground. except vent shafts. shall be enclosed with
materials having a fire resistive rating of three hours.

. .
(10.5.6). § C26-643.0 Enclosures for hoisting machinery.--Any .

compartment. containing machinery. which communicates with a shaft enclosure
shall have its enclosing walls constructed of materials or assemblies having
at least the same fire resistive rating as the shaft enclosure with which it
cOltlllunicates.

(10.5.7). § C26-644.0 Numbers of elevators in a shaft.--When a banK
of elevators is provided. three or less elevators may be placed in a common
shaftvay.

(10.5.8). § C26-64S.0 Enclosure of, open shafts.--Qpen shafts shall be
enclosed with materials having a fire resistive rating as required for
exterior walls. or with any other form of construction having a fire resistive
rating of three hours and possessing proper weatherproof qualities.

(10.5.9). § C26-646.0 Shafts not exceeding nine square feet in
area.--Al1 shAfts erected in any building. except Class 1 fireproof
structur's. other than those occupied as schools and residence structures not
exceed'"' s1. stories in height. which have a cross-sectional area of nine
square f.,t or l,ss. shall nave at least a one-hour fire resistive rating if
suCh Sha'ts ••t,nd not more than three stories or forty feet above the
bas...nt or c.llIT. and shall have at least a two-hour fire res·istive rating
if su,~ s~ft' tltend more than three stories or forty feet but not more than
stl stor',s ~ seyenty-ftve feet above the basement or cellar. except that any
pArt of suc~ shifts which extend into the cellar or basement shall be
~Tot.ct" b1 ..t.rtals or assemblies. having a fire resistive rating of at
'l.lSt tt1rH "'-'rs. (As amended by Local Law 74 of 1940 in effect June '18.
lMO.)

(10.5.10.1). § C26-647.0 Existing hoistways.--a. Gates and
tr&OdaOrs.--AftJ 'I'sting hoistway. elevator or wellhole not enclosed previous
to Jlftuary"rst. n'neteen hundred thirty-eight. as provided in this title and
not prow'd.d w'th fireproof doors. shall have the openings thereof through and
vPO" .Ieft fl~ of any building provided wtth and protected by substantial
gUlrdS ~ ,'fts aftd ~1th such good and sufficient trapdoors as may be directed
and lPprOYtd by tht su~erlntendent. When in the opinion of the superintendent.
aute-.ttc frlPdCOrS Ire required to the floor openings of any unenclosed
tltvat~. tht , ... shall be constructed so as to form a substantial floor
surface vhf" closed. lnd so arranged as to o~en and close by the action of the
,levator 1ft 'ts passag, ttther ascending or d~scendin9.

(10.5.10.2). b. Enforcement of sect1on.--Except as otherwise provlded
by law. thi s~r\nt.ndent shall have power and authority to require the
openings of hoistways. elevators and wellholes in buildlngs to be enclosed or
secured by trapdoOrs. guards or gates and railings.

(10.S.10.3) c. Guards. gates and trapdoors to be closed when not in
use.--All guards or gates required by this section shall be kept closed at all
times. except when 1n actual use. and the trapdoors shall be closed at the
close of the business of each day by the occupant or occupants of the building
having the use or control of such trapdoors.
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Sub-Article 6

Gene~al Protectives

(10.6). § C26-648.0 Opening protect1ves.--Opening protective
assemblies required under this title shall be constructed as provided in this
article.

Sub-Article 7

Protection of Exterior Openings

(10.7.1). § C26-648.0 Opening protectives.--opening protective
assemblies required under this title shall be constructed as provided in this
article.

Sub-Article 7

Protection of Exterior Openings

(10.7.1). § C26-649.0 Protection of exterior openings
requ1red.-Every opening in the exterior valls of public and business
structures more than forty feet h1gh which opening 1s thirty feet or less 1n a
direct 11ne, but in a different plane. from any frame structure or from any
opening in any other structure, or which opening is less than fifty feet 1n a
vertical direction above a non-fireproof roof of an adjoining structure within
a distance of thirty feet of the wall in Which the opening is located. shall
be equipped with an opening protective having a fire resistive rating of
three-quarters of an hour, except that plate glass one-quarter of an inch
thick may be used on the street fronts of such structures regardle~s of the
separation from other structures. All windows shall be of automatic type or
fixed sash type and all doors shall be self-closing.

<l0.7.2>' § C26-650'.O Materials fOT exterior window frames a.nd
sash. -When the he i ght of a structure exceeds one hundred fi fty feet. all .. ~
exterior window frames and sash Shall be Of incombustible materials throughout
the full height of the structure.

(10.7.3). § C26-651.0 Protection of openings in walls of garages and
similar structures.--In structures to be used as garages, except as may be
otherv1se provided in the multiple dwelling law, including driveways and
trucking spaces. motor vehicle repair shops or oil selling stations. all
openings in exterior walls. except in the first story on street fronts, shall
ha.ve automatic or self-closing doors with a fire resistive rating of one and
one-half hours, or fixed or automatic fire windows or shutters. Oil selling
stations five hundred square feet \n area or less and any other structure
vhose extertor wall opent.ngs are so located that their protection hnot
required under the provtsions of section C26-649.0 are excepted from the
provisions of this sectton. In the discretion of the superintendent. private
gaTages housing five cars or less used exc1us\vely for non-commercial purposes
may be exempted from the requirements of this section.
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(10.7.4) § C26-652.0 Protection of openings in vestibules. balcon'es
or bridges. or adjacent thereto--a. Openings in vestibules. balconies or
bridges that serve as horizontal exits. except as may be otherwise provided 1n
the multiple dwelling law. shall have self-closing doors having a fire:
resistive rating of three-Quarters of an hour. or fixed or automatic fire
windows or shutters. .

b. Window openings, where permitted. under and within thirty feet of
or adjacent to such vestibules. balconies or bridges shall be protected by
fixed or automatic fire windows or automatic fire shutters.

(10.7.5) § C26-653.0 Protection of openings in exterior statrs. fire
towers and fire escapes.--Door and window openings where permitted or exterior
stairs. fire towers and fire escapes. or under or adjacent t~ exterior stairs
of ftre escapes. shall be protected by self-closing fire doors. or fixed or
automatic fire windows or automatic fire shutters. Doors. windows and shutters
1n openings serving as a means of egr:!~s to exterior statrs. fire towers and
fire escapes shall be arranged so as to leave clear every exit. .

(10.7.6). § C26-654.0 Protection of openings in smoke houses.--At all:
openings. smoke houses shall have self-closing doors having a fire resistive
rating of one and one-half hours. or fixed or self-closing fire windows.

(10.7.7). § C26-655.0 Protection of pen shafts.--In open shafts
having a cross-sectional area at any point of thirty-six square feet or less.
openings shall be equipped With protective assemblies having a fire resistive
rating of at least thr., quarters of an hour. except that this provision shall
be i'napplicable to suCh openings in shafts of private dwelling structures when
such openings are thr•• feet or more distant from any other structure.

<10.7.8>' § C26-656.0 nre shutters to open rea.dily.--when fire
shutters are used in .~ttr1or openings. at least one row in every three
vertical rows of shutters on front window 'openings shall be arranged to open
readily from the outs'dI. Distinguishing marks shall be provided on. these
shutters as may be rtQuired by the superintendent.

(10.7.9). § C26-6S7.0 Vertical separation of windows.--a. In business
structures over forty feet high. exterior openings above the second story
which are located vert".lly above one another shall have a space at least
three feet between the too of one opening and the bottom of the one next
above. Such space shill be enclosed with materials having a fire resistive
rating as required for eltertor walls. or of any other form of construction
having a fire resist'.' rating of three hours.

b. A maximu- of one-third of the height of such enclosing materials
may be replaced by wire glass in fixed metal sashes and trim. or other .
asse~blles having eQu'v&lent fire resistive properties.

(10.7.10). § CZ6-658.0 Closing of protective assemblies.--Protective
assemblies on exteri~ openings. unless provided with approved automatic

. closing devices operat'ye from either side. shall be closed except when
reQuired to be open. At the close of business each day. such assemblies shall
be closed by the occupant or occupants of the structure haVing the use or
cc.rrrcl of such asselDbl 'es.
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(10.7."). § C26-659.0 Protection of openings in lot l1ne val1s.--Al1.
openings in valls erected on the lot lines shall be protected by fixed.
self-closing or automatic-closing assemblies having a fire resistive rating of
.at least three-quarters of an hour.

Sub-Article 8

Protection of Wall and Partition Openings

.~.,b. When there is a required horizontal exit through a fire wal" no
opening in such wall. whether or not a required means of exit, shall exceed
four feet in width and seven feet six inches 1n height.

c. The total width of all openings through a fire wall on any level
shall be less than twenty-five per cent of the length of such wall and the
minimum distance between such openings When not used as horizontal exits.
~hall be three feet, unless special permission is secured from the
superintendent.

d. Each opening 1n a fire wall shall be equipped with an automatic or
self-closing protectivt assembly having a fire resistive rating of one and
one-half hours on each sid. of the opening. except that where there is a
horizontal exit through a fire wall, all openings through such wall shall be
equipped with an automitic protective assembly on one side normally held open

. by means of automatic attachments designed to close the door 1n the event of a
fire. and a self-closing protective assembly on the other side. each having a
fire resistive rating of on. and one-half hours. Where there is no horizontal
exit through any part of • fire vall and conditions are such that placing a
door on each side of the opening vould result in severe harnshtp, a door
having a three-hour firt rtsistive rating may be accepted on one side of the
opening by the superinttndtnt. provided that automatic attachments are
installed on each sid. of the opening tn the fire wall in such manner that
they will be actuated and will cause the door to close in the event of a fire
on either side of the wall and provided no undue fire hazard exists. Overhead
doors or shutters shall not be used for the protection of openings used as
required means of egress. (As amended by Local Law 7 of 1952 in effect
February 8. 1952.)

e. All horizontal and vertical sliding doors and such swinging doors
as are mounted on the fact of the vall Vhen used for the protection of
openings in fire walls Shall overlap the side .and top of the opening at least
four inches.

In buildings where the floor construction adjacent to the opening.
including· the vearlng surface, is of incombustible material, and abuts the
wall. or is extended through the opening, no special sill construction Shall
be required. Where the floor construction is not of incombustible material,
sills constructed of stetl angles bolted through the wall and extending at
least six inches beyond each side of the opening and at least four inches out
from the face of wal,. having a thickness of not less than three-eighths of an
inch, with the space between the angles on each side of the wall filled with
Portland cement concrete. shall be used. Other s111 construction having
equivalent resistance to the transmission of fire through the opening may be
used where permitted by the superintendent.

§ C26-660.0 Protection of openings in fire walls.--a. When there is
no required horizontal exit through a fire wall, the maximum opening in such
fire vall shall be eighty square feet, except that such openings when intended
for the passage of motor truc~s may be a maximum of one hundred forty square
·feet.
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SW1ngin9~doors clos'ng into a rabbeted frame when used faT the
protection of openings -in fire walls shall be installed w1th their frames as
approved by the board.

Masonry at all wall openings shall be plumb and true and doors:shall
close snugly.

Bolts supporting sliding or rolling door tracks shall pass through
the fire wall.

Bolts supporting sliding or rolling door hangers shall pass through
the doors. Bolts supporting tracKS shall be so located that a bolt shall be
under each door hanger when the door is in the closed position.

Hhere stock or other material 1s piled close to a sliding door a
SUbstantial framework shall be built at least two inches from the outside face
of the door in such manner as to prevent the door being held open by material
resting against it. (Subd. e. added by Local Law 7 of 1952 in effect February
8, 1952.)

§ C26-66l.0 Protection of openings in fire part1tions.--l. The orily
openings permitted in ftre partitions except opentng for ventilating ducts
shall be those required for doors. and there shall be but one such·dQ9r
opening unless the provision of additional openings would not exceed in total
width twenty-f've percent of the length of the wall. and the minimum distance
between openings. when not used as horizontal exits. shall be three feet.
unless special permission's secured from the superintendent. The maximum area
for such a door opening shall be eighty square feet. except that such openings
for the passage of motor trucks may be a maximum of one hundred forty square
feet, and each such'opening shall be equipped with an automatic or a
self-closing protective assembly having a fire resistive rating of one- and
one-half hours.

b. When there is a required horizontal exit through a .ftre partition,
no opening in such partition. whether or not a required means of egress, shall
exceed four feet tn width and seven feet six inches in height. Each such
opening shall be equipped with a self-closing protective assembly having a
fire resistive rating of one and one-half hours.

c. Openings not exceeding fifty square tnches 1n area may be
permitted in fire partitions when required for the passage of ventilating
ducts, prOVided such ducts convey air for ventilation or air conditioning by
means of forced circulation except that openings for ventilating ducts not
exceeding 48 inches tn greatest· dimension may be provided vhen such openings
are protected.by fire dampers conforming to the rules of the department and
the ducts are constructed according to the standards of the National Board of
Fire Underwriters for ducts passing through fire walls as contained in
National Board of Fire Underwriters pamphlet No. 90 of August 1952. The
ventilattng or aii condit'oni~g system shall be provided with an effective
means of detecting and controlling the spread of smoke in the system by
stopping the fans of the system automatically. Devices used for detecting and
controlling smoke shall be approved by the board and their installation and
location shall be according to the rules of the board. or tn the absence of
such rules. according to the rules of the department. The smoKe detecting and
controlling equipment shall be maintained in operating condition at all times.
Openings shall be provided with automatic fire dampers and shall not be less
than three feet apart. (As amended by Local Law 31 of 1957 1n effect June 20,
1957. )
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. § C26-66Z.0 Protection of openings 1n fireproof partitions.--a. The
only openings permitted in fireproof partitions enclosing public hallways
leading to required exits shall be those required for doors, except that
openings from ventilating ducts shall be permitted if such openings are:
protected by automatic fire dampers conforming to the rules of the department,
but the requirements of this section shall not apply to structures used
exclusively as schools in which regular supervised fire drills are held.

b. Each such door opening shall be equipped with a self-closing
protective assembly having afire resistive rating of at least three-quarters
of an hour except that when In the opinion of the superintendent there is no
undue hazard present, he may permit in each such otherwise approved

'three-quarter hour rating door one or more vire glass panels of at least
one-quarter inch thickness and total area of not more than seven hundred
twenty square inches and where necessary for ventilation, he may permit a
limited area of metal louvres, but in no case shall this apply to door
openings to required stair enclosures or to doOrs in horizontal exits. (As
amended by Local Law 32 of 1957 1n effect June 20. 1957.)

. c. Door openings five feet six inches or less in width, in partitions
enclosing public hallways other than for stairs, elevators and horizontal
exits, may be prOVided with self-closing doors of structural glass or other
incombustible material when protected by automatic or self-closing fire door
assemblies having a fire resistive rating of at least three quarters of an
hour and an approved automatic sprinkler head on the room side and adjacent to
such opening. Information window openings three square feet or less in area,
whether or not prOVided with glazed assemblies, may be provided in such
partitions when protected by automatic·or self-closing fire door assemblies
having a fire resistive rating of at least three quarters of an hour. In
addition thereto an approved automatic sprinkler head shall .be provided for
th~ information window on the room side and adjacent to such opening. The
minimum distance between any such openings described shall be four feet.
(Subd. t added by Local Law 15·01 1960 in effect March 7, 1960.)

. (10.8.4.1) § C26-663.0 Protection of openings in interior shafts.--a.
Protection of openings in vent shafts.--Openings into vent shafts,except
non-fireproof vent shafts, shall be equipped with protective assemblies having
a fire resistive rating of one hour.

~10.8.4.2). b. Protection of openings in elevator shafts.--Ooor
openings into elevator shafts shall be equipped with protective assemblies
having a fire resistive rating of one and one-half hours, except that where
the elevator shaft opens into a vestibule constructed of materials or
assemblies having a fire resistive rating of at least three hours and in which
openings' are protected by assemblies having a fiTe resistive rating of at
least three-quarters of an hour, the openings 1nto the elevator shaft shall be
protected by assemblies haVing a fire resistive rating of at least
three-quarters of an hour. It shall be unlawful to provide openings into such
shafts other than Window openings to the outer air and openings to elevator
machinery rooms.
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(10.8.4.3). c. Protection of openings in dumbwaiter shafts.-Cpenings
into dumbwaiter shafts shall be equipped w1th protective assemblies. having a
fire resistive rating of three-quarters of an hour. When such protective
assemblies are not eQuipped with locks and contacts as required by section
C26-1139.0 they shall also be self-closing. (As amended by local law 50 of
1942 in effect October 29. 1942.)

(10.8.4.4). d. Protection of openings 1n other shafts.--Openings 1n
shafts otherwise unprovided for in section C26-663.0. shall be equipped with
self-closing protective assemblies having a fire resistive rating of one and
one-half hours. except that where such a shaft opens into a vestibule
constructed of materials or assemblies having a fire resistive rating of at
least three hours and in which openings are protected by assemblies having a
fire resistive rating of at least three-quarters of an hour.

(10.8.5). § C26-664.0. Protecti'on of openings in cellar partitions in
non-fireproof structures.--In non-fireproof structures. except structures
occupied exclusively for residence purposes by one or two families. openings
tn partitions in any story more than half below the curb. shall have
self-closing protective assemblies having a fire resistive rating of one and
one-half hours. or fixed or self-closing windows having a fire resistive
rating of three-quarters of an hour.

§ C26-664.1 Protection of lobbies and stair passage~ays having
ventilating systems.--Qpen1ngs from ventilating ducts into the passageway.
lobby or corridor. leading from the stairs to the street or other. exterior
exits. may be provided. Each such opening shall not exceed three square feet
1n area and the distance between any two openings shall not be less than three
feet. Such openings shall be prOVided with automatic fire shutters conforming
to the rules of the department. Ventilating systems employing reclr.culatlon of
air which open upon lobbies. passageways OT cor~idors leading from the stair$
to the street or other exterior exits except ventilating systems which do not
ventilate any other parts of the building. shall be provided with an effective
means of detecting and controlling the spread of smoke in the system by
stopping the fans of the ventilating system. Devices used for detecting and
controlling smoke shall be approved by the board. and their installation and
location shall be according to the rules of the board. or in the absence of
such rules. according to the rules of the department. The smo~e detecting and
controlling equipment shall be maintained 1n operating condition at all times. '
Ducts opening on a lobby or stair passageway shall be enclosed in material
having the same fire resistive rating as the stair enclosure fOT a distance of
at least ten feet from the stair enclosure or to a partition haVing at least a
one bour,fire resistive rating. ~ith a fusible link damper prOVided where the
duct passes through such partition. The thickness and fire resistive rating of
the material used to enclose the ducts shall be the same as that reQuired for
the protection of structuraJ steel as specified in section C26-575.0 and as
contained in the rules and approvals of the board. Ho openings shall be
permitted 1n the fireproofing material enclosing the ducts ~ithin such
distance. Branches entering the duct within this distance shall also be
covered with material having a fire resistive rating the same as that reQuired
for the stair enclosures and as s~ecifled for the ducts opening on the
passageway or lobby. (Section added by local Law 33 of 1957 in effect June 20,
1957.)
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(10.8.6). § CZ6-665.0 Separation of attached or built-in garages.--a.
Where private garages are attached to. or form a part of a story within a
residential structure of class 3. non-fireproof construction. or class 4. wood
frame construction. walls. ceilings and floors enclosing such garages shall be
separated from the remainder of the structure by assemblies having at least a
one hour fire resistive rating and all openings between garage and the
remainder of the structure shall be provided with self-closing or automatic
protective assemblies having a fire resistive rating of three quarters of an
hour. except as may be otherwise provided in the multiple dwelling law. Where
living Quarters are located above such a garage. the egress facilities from
such living Quarters shall not pass through the garage.

b. Car ports shall be exempt from the requirements of this section.
(As amended by local Law 17 of 1954 in effect April 26. 1954.)

Sub-Article 9

Interior Finish and SUbdividing Partitions

(10.9.1) § C26-666.0 Restrictions on use of wood.--Wood or other
combustible material may be used in construction or interior finish of Class
Z. fireproof structures, and Class 2, fire-protected structures. only as
,provi~ed in this title.

(10.9.2). § C26-667.0 Permitted uses of wood or other combustible
materials in Class 1. fireproof structures. and Class 2, fire-protected
structures.--Wood and other combustible materials may be used in Class 2.
fireproof structures. and Class 2, fire-protected structures. as follows:

(10.9.2.1). 1. Stair enclosures.--Withi~ stair enclosures. wood may
be used only for handrails and. as permitted by sUbdivision·a of section
C26-273.0 for escalators. whether dr not ~uch escalators are used as a
required means of egress; and for door assemblies as permitted in paragraph
six of sectton C26-667.0.

(10.9.2.2). 2. Floor sleepers. buc~s. nail'ng blOCKS and
grounds.--Floor sleepers. bUCKS. na~ling blocks and grounds. if only the
nailing surface is exposed. may be of wood. When floor sleepers of combustible
material, are used. the space between the floor construction and the wood
flooring shall be filled vith incombustible material. except that in Class 2.
fire-protected structures. combustible floor sleepers may be used without
filling in such space provided such floors are constructed in accordance with
the provisions of section C26-615.0.b. (Subdivision 2. as amended by Local Law
75 of 1941 in effect October 4. 1941.)

(10.9.2.3). 3. Interior trim.--Wood flooring. interior doors and sash
with their frames. trim and casings. and other interior wood and other
approved combustible trim when bac~ed solidly with fire resistive material may
be used as provided in sections C26-721.0 through C26-723.0. and elsewhere
than in stair enclosures, public hallways and passageways in Class Z.
fireproof structures. one hundred fifty feet or less in height. and Class 2.
·fire-protected structures. but structures used exclusively as schools in which
regular supervised fire drills are held shall be exempt from the restrictions
of this section.
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(10.9.2.4). 4. Wearing surfaces.--
(a). Wearing surfaces one-half of an inch or less in. thickness made

of cork or rubber composition, linoleum, asphalt composition tile, or
similar material having the same fire resistive qualities. whe~

cemented to the upper surface of an approved type of fire resistive
floor construction, may be used elsewhere than .in stair enclosures.
Where wood flooring is permitted such wearing surfaces may be
cemented directly to the wood floor.

(b). Untreated wood-finish flooring seven-eighths of an inch or
less in aggregate tbick-ness, when cemented or attached directly to
the surface of an approved type of fire resistive floor construction.
may be used elsewhere than in stair enclosures and corridors. In
structures exceeding one hundred fifty feet in height. a wood
sub-flooring may be used to support such combustible finish flooring
or such wearing surface as is permitted 1n the preceding parag~aph,

provided such sub-flooring and the sleepers supporting it shall be
treated to render them· fire resistive in accordance with the rules of
the board. .

(c). Untreated combustible insulation board in a single layer not
to exceed one--half of an inch in thic~ness, when cemented or attached
directly to the surface of ·an approved type of fire resistive floor
construction, may be used elsewhere than in stair enclo$ure~ and
corridors when covered by an incombustible wearing surface in
accordance with the rules of the board.

NOTE: See Rules of the Board of Standards and Appeals on Uses of
Insulating Fibre Board.

(d). The use of Isph&lt tile shall be permitted for surfacing
stairways in structures used ,'elUsively as schools in which regular
superVised fire drills are htld.

(10.9.2.5). 5. SUbdtw'dt"g partitions.--Subdividing partitions shall
be made of incombustible matert.'. or wood or other approved combustible·
material treated to render tt fir. resistive, except that in spaces without
combustible occupancies reQu'ring a permit from the fire commissioner,
partitions made of single tft'Ckn.ss of wood or wood and glass may be used 1n
Class '. fireproof structure,. one huncred fifty feet or less in height, and
Class 2. fire protected structures. to SUbdivide rooms or spaces five thousand
square feet or less in area flCfPt as prOVided in sectton CZ6-63~.O, if
s~parated from adjoining r~. or spaces, corridors. elevator and stair
enclosures by fireproof parttttons OT walls made of incombustible material
having a fire resistive rating of at least one hOUT.
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(10.9.2.0). 6. Use of treated wood for fire protection.-­
(a). Hood flooring treated 1n accordance with the rules of

the -board to render it fire resistive may be used elsewhere than in stairhalls
and corridors.

(b). Hood window sash. frames and trim treated in accordance with
the rules of the board to render them fire resistive may be used
elsewhere than in stair halls and corridors, except for exterior
windows where otherwise provided 1n section C26-650.0.

(c). Hood treated in accordance with the rules of the board to
render it fire resistive may be used for other interior trim
elsewhere than in stairhalls or in corridors.

(d). Hooden doors with their frames and trim treated or protected
'n accordance with the rules of the board to render them fire
res1stive maybe used in any location if they comply with the
requirements of section C26-6l0.0 for such location.

(10.9.2.7.>. 7. Freestanding moulding and veneers.-- ,
<a). Untreated wood may be used, except in stairhalls and required

exit corridors, for freestanding mouldings having a cross-sectional
area of two square inches OT less and for face veneers, one-eighth of
an inch or less in total or aggregate thickness, glued to treated
cores or bac~ing.

(b). Untreated wood veneers one-twentieth of an inch or less 1n
thic~ness when mounted directly upon incombustible material may be
used without restriction as to location.

(10.9.2.8). 8. Special spaces.--Untreated wood trim in a s1ngle space
on each floor of a structure over one hundred fifty feet high,
prOVided such space is eight hundred square feet or less in area and
is separated from the other parts of such floor by fireproof
partitions. .

nO.9.2.9>' 9. Elevator cabs.-Untrelted wood trim may be used in •.-
elevator car enclosures tn accordance with section C26-97S.0.

Use of Wired Glass in Doors

(lO.lO). § C26-668.0 Use of wired glass in doors.--a. Doors for
opening in fire walls shall be constructed without any glass.

b. Doors for openings in fire partitiDns may be constructed with
glass prOVided they meet the fire resistive requirements for such doors,
except that in structures u5ed exclusively as schools, hospitals, museums and
libraries, vision panels having a maximum total area of four square feet per
door and divided into panes with a maximum area of one square foot per pane
may be used.

c. Doors for openings in f1reproof partitions may be constructed with
a total maximum exposed aTea of wired glass of seven hundred twenty square
inches.

d. Doors for openings in stair enclosures, except doors for openings
of fire tower enclosures, may be constructed with vision panels having a total
maximum exposed area of wired glass of one hundred square inches and a maximum
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dimension of twelve inches. Such vision panels shall be glazed with two
thicknesses of wired glass with an air space between. (Hew subdivision d aaded
by Local Law 34 of 1951 in effect February 21, 1951.)

e. All wired glass shall be at least one-quarter of an inch thick,
enclosing a layer of wire fabric reinforcement. Such reinforcement shall have
a maximum mesh of seven-eighths of an lnch and the size of the wire shall be
at least Ho. %5 steel wire gage or shall be of equivalent fire resistive
qualities. Such wire glass shall be set at least five-eighths of an inch into
the frame. (SubdiVision d, renumbered e, by Local Law 34 of 1951 in effect
February 21, 1951.)

Sub-Article 11

Fire Resistive Ceilings

§ C26-669.0 Fire resistive ceilings.--a. This section shall be
inapplicable to private dwellings: except that in private dwellings, the
ceilings immediately above and for at least two feet beyond all sides of any
heating furnace or heating boiler shall be covered with galvanized sheet metal

• of not less than No. 16 U.S. gauge or with metal or gypsum lath and plaster,
or t~ layers of three-eighths inch gypsum wallboard.

b. In class 3, non-fireproof structures, the ce11ings of all stories
below grade and over the lowest story, if such story 1s partially below the
curb or surrounding ground level, shall be covered with metal lath and
plaster, gypsum lath and plaster, gypsum wallboard and. sheet metal, one-half
inch gypsum wallboard and one-eighth-inCh thick hard asbestos cement
composition sheets with joints covered with two-inch wide battens of the same
material or approved metal strips. metal lath and vermiculite-gypsum plaster,
metal lath and perlite-gypsum plaster, gypsum lath and perlite-gypsum plaster,
or gypsum lath and vermiculite-gypsum plaster, or'two layers of one-half inch
gypsum wallboard separated by a twenty gauge, one-inch wire mesh, or other
material hav1ng a fire-resistive rating of one hour. In class 3, non-fireproof
structures erected before January 1, 1938. in which the classification by
occupancy 1s thereafter changed to business, cellar ceilings, if not at such
time of fireproof construction, shall be of materials or assemblies, having
fire-resistfve rating of at least one hour. Such a ceiling. however, shall not
be required if the floor construction immediately above this lower story \s of
incombustible material having a fire-resistive rating of at least three hours.

c. The cenings of motion picture theatres. or other structures for
public assemblage, not required to be fireproof, as well as all rooms,
entrances or exits used in connection thereWith. shall have ce11ings of
five-eighths of an inch of unsanded gypsum plaster or vermiculite-gypsum
plaster or perlite-gypsum plaster, or seven-eighths of an inch cement or
sanded gypsum plaster on metal lath. measured from the face of the lath, or
three-eighths inch perforated gypsum lath plastered with one-half inch of
vermiculite-gypsum plaster or perlite-gypsum plaster, or three-eighths inch
perforated gypsum lath with all joints covered with three-inch wide strips of
metal lath and plastered with one-half inch of sanded gypsum plaster or two
layers of one-half inch gypsum wallboard separated by a twenty gauge, one-inch
wire mesh. or any form of construction having a fire-resistive rating of one
h~ur as required by the rules of the board. (As amended by Local Law 18 of
1951 in effect January 30, 1951.>
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Sub-Article 12

Roof Structures and Roofing

(10.12.1). § C26-670.0 Material required for roof structures and
roofing.--All construction. other than water tanks. placed after January
first. nineteen hundred thlrty-eight. above the roof of any part of any
structure within the fire limits or of any structure more than forty feet in
height outside of the fire limits. shall be incombustible materials. except
when otherwise specifically provided for 1n this title.

(10.12.2). § C26-671.0 Bulkheads.--a. The walls of any bulkhead
erected after January first. nineteen hundred thlrty-eight. on the roof of a
fireproof structure shall be construction of incombustible material having a
fire resistive rating of one hour and shall be covered on the outside with
material meeting the requirements of subdivision a of section C26-680.0.
unless such bulkhead is constructed in accordance with sections CZ6-412.0
through C26-467.0.

b. The wal,s of any bulkhead erected after January first. n1neteen
hundred thirty-eight. on the roof of any non-fireproof structure may be of
wood stud partition construction having a one-hour fire resistive rating and
shall be covered on the outside with material meeting the requirements of
subdivision a of section C26-680.0.

§ C26-672.0 Penthouses.--The exterior walls of penthouses (except
panel valls) shall be constructed of incombustible materials or assemblies of
materials having a fire resistive rating of at least two hours in class 1 and
class 2 structures. and one hour in class 3 and class 6 struc~ures and shall
be covered on the outside with material meeting the reQuirements of
subdivision a of section C26-680.0. unless such walls are constructed in
accordance with section 06-412.0 through C26-467.0. When the exterior walls
of penthouses are constructed in the form of panel walls. they shall comply
with the requirements of section C26-446.0. Roofs of such structures shall be
constructed of incombustible materials or assemblies of materials having a
fire resistive rating of at least one hour. (As amended by local Law 10 of
1948 in effect January 7. 1948.)

(10.12.4). § C26-67.3.0 Doors and windows.--Doors. door frames and
windows in "bulkheads of penthouses. except where otherwise specifically
provided for. shall be constructed as other doors. door frames and windows
similarly located 1n the structure.

(10.12.5). § C26-674.0 Greenhouses and conservatories.--Greenhouses
or oonservatories may be erected on the roof ~f any structure provided only
incombustible materials are used in their construction. and the floors of such
structures are constructed ~s required for the other floors of the structure.

(10.12.6). § C26-675.0 Dormers.--Dormers erected after January first.
nineteen hundred thirty-eight. shall be constructed in the same manner as the
roof on which they are placed. The sides and top shall be covered with
material meeting the requirements of section C26-60S.0.
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(10.12.7.1). § C26-676.0 Skyl1ghts.--a. Construction of skylights.
The frame and sash ,of all sKylights shall be constructed of metal,·except that
1n structures in which corrosive fumes are present. wood frame and sash may be
permitted in the discretion of the superintendent. The frames and other:parts
of the skylights shall be securely anchored'to the supporting structure.

(10.12.7.2). b. Glazing of sky11ghts.--SKylights placed over shafts,
including stairways, shall be glazed with plain glass three-sixteenths of an
inch or less in thickness. The maximum area of any pane of glass used in such
sKylights shall be seven hundred twenty square inches. Skylights over places
other than shafts shall be glazed with wired glass.

(10.l2.7.3). t. Protection of skylights.--SKyllghts in which plain
glass is used shall be protected by wire screens placed between four, and ten
inches above the glazed portion of the skylight at all points. Such screen'
shall be of No. 12 steel vire gage, or heavier wire; such screen shall have a
mesh of between three-quarters of an inch and one inch; and such screen shall
extend beyond the glazing on all sides a distance of at least the height of
the screen above the glazing. When any such sKylight \s located over any
passageway, stairway, elevator or any occupied room, a similar screen shall
also be placed below the skylight.

"0.12.8). § C26-677.0 Scuttles.--Unless provided with some other
means of access to the roof, every structure over fifteen feet high, except
roofs with a pitch greater than twenty degrees from the horizontal, shall have
a scuttle tn the roof with a sUbstantial ladder leading to such scuttle.
Scuttles shall be covered on the top and edges with sheet metal or other
approved incombustible material. Scuttle openings shall be at least twp by
three feet in size.

(10.12.9.1). § C26-678.0 Tan~s. "a. Support of tanks.--Tants of more
than five hundred gallons capacity placed, after January first, nineteen .
hundred thirty-eight, in or on any structure shall be supported on masonry,
reinforced concrete or steel contruction.

(10.12.9.2>. b. Emergency outlets for tan~s.--Every tank shall have
tn the bottom or on the side near the bottom. at pipe or outlet. at least two
inches in diameter, fitted with a suitable valve for discharging the contents
in an emergency.

(10.12.9.3>. c. Location of tanks......lt shall be unlawful to locate a
tank over or near a line of stairs or an elevator shaft unless there is a
soJid roof or floor underneath the tank.

(10.12.9.4). d. Tanks covers.--Unenclosed Toof tanks shall have
coveTS sloping at an angle of thirty degrees or more.

(10.12.9.5). e. Tank hoops.--Nhen hOOps are used 1n the construction
of tanks, such hoops shall be of metal round in section.

(10.12.10). § C26-679.0 Cooling towers.--00011ng towers erected after
January first. nineteen hundred thirty-eight. above any roof shall be of
incombustible materlal. except the drip bars. which may be of wood.
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(10.12.11.1). § C26-680.0 Roofing.--a. Materials for roofing.-­
1. Roofing placed on any structure shall meet the reqUirements of
section C26-60S.0. except as provided in section C26-S39.0, and.
subdi vis ions b of section CZ6-680.0. .

2. The use of cork or fibre board as roof insulation is lawful
prOVided such cork or fibre board 1s covered with an approved type of fire
resistive roof covering applied directly thereto.

NOTE:--See Rules of the Board of Standards and Appeals on Uses of
Insulating Fibre Board.

(10.12.11.2). b. Repairs to roofing--Any roof covering, existing on
January first, nineteen hundred thirty-eight, of other than fire resistive
material meeting the reqUirements of section C26-605.0, may be repaired with
the same ~1nd of material to an extent-of twenty-five percent of its arel in
anyone year.

(lO.12.1'.3). C. Replacement of roof\ng.--All roof coverings·of other
than approved fire retarding material shall be replaced on or before 3anuary
first. nineteen hundred forty-seven with approved material. except as provided
in section C26-539.0. (Subdivision c amended by Local law 50 of 1942 in effect
October 29. 1942.)

(10.12.11.4). d. Planking.--When wood p1an~1ng or sheathing is used
1n roof construction. such plan~ing or sheathing shall not extend across any
lot line or party wall.

(10.12.12). § C26-681.0 Stanting roofs.--a. Every mansard or other
slanting roof having a pitch of more than thirty degrees placed on any .
non-fireproofed structure over forty feet high shall be constructed 1n
accordance with the provisions of sections C26-625.0 and C26-626.0.

b. Every mansard or other slanting roof having a pitch thirty degrees
or less placed on any non-fireproof structure may be constructed of the same
materials as the roof construction of the structure. provided the face and
back of the mansard or slant1ng roof is covered with roofing material meeting
the requirements of section C26-605.0.

(10.12.13.1). § C26-682.0 Cornices. gutters and half-timbering
decoration.--a. Construction of cornices. gutters and half-timbering
decoration.--Cornices and gutters. inclUding those on show windows. placed or
replaced after January first. nineteen hundred thirty-eight. on the exterior
of any structure. except structures of frame construction. shall be of
incombustible materials, except that wood half-timbering and other vood
decorative treatment may be used on the face of masonry construction in
structures of Class 3 and Class 6 .construction that are less than forty-five
feet in height. Such cornices and gutters shall be secured to the wall with
metal brac~ets and anchors with a maximum spacing of four feet and extending
at least four inches into the wall at the top and bottom.

(10.12.13.Z). b. Repairs to cornices. gutters and wood decorative
treatment.--Any wood cornice or gutter. existing on January first, nineteen
hundred thirty-e'ght. on other than frame structures. may be repaired with the
same ~ind of material to the extent of fifty percent of its length \n anyone
year.
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Sub-Article 13

Fire-Stopping

(10.13.1). § C26-683.0 Fire-stopping required.--Structures. whether
fireproof or non-fireproof. shall have all concealed draft openings
fire-stopped with incombustible material to form" an effectual fire barrier
bet~een stories. and between the upper story and the roof space.

(lO.13.2). § C26-684.0 Fire-stopping of openings for pipes. belts and
shafting.--a. Openings around exposed pipes. belts or power shafting shall be
filled with incombustible material. or shall be closed off by close fitted
metal caps at the cel1ing and floor line or on each side of the wall. For
non-fireproofed construction. metal sleeves shal l be provided in addition to
the caps.

b. Openings for belts shall be provided with approved slotted'doors
or otherwise closed off. It shall be unlawful to' pass belts through fire walls
or fire partitions.

(lO.13.3). § C26-685.0 Fire-stopping of furred walls. partitions and
concealed roof spaces.--Wal1s. inclUding masonry walls. furred with
combustible material. and stUd-bearing partitions. shall be fire-stopped with
incombustible material at floor. ceilings and roofs. The fire-stopping shall
extend from the cel1ing to the underside of the flooring or roofing. COncealed
roof spaces in class 3. non~fireproof structures. shall be cut off into areas
of three thousand square feet or less by fire stops. The space between any
combustible wainscoting or paneling and the face of the wall or partition
directly in baCK of such wainscoting. sha~l be plastered or filled in solid
with approved incombustible materials in a manner approved by the department.
In class 3 structures. occupied for business purposes. where there are
concealed roof spaces above such business occupancies. partitions separating
the premises of one occupant from another shall be extended to the underside
of the flooring or roofing. Such partitions shall be constructed of material
approved for a one hour fire resistive rating. (As amended by local Law 123 of
1952 in effect OctQber 20. 1952.>

(10.13.4). § C26-686.0 Fire-stopping of stairS.--Stairs. except in
one and two-family residence structures. shall be fire-stopped between wooden
stair carriages by headers at top and bottom. It shall be unlawful to locate
closets beneath stairs. except in Class 1. fireproof structures. unless such

. closets are entirely lined with incombustible material. The underside of
stairs of combustible material shall be covered ~ith metal lath and plaster to
a total thickness of three-quarters of ,an 1nch measured from the bacK of the
lath. or vith plaster board and a minimum of ~ne-half of an inch of unsanded
gypsUm plaster. or one-~alf-incb thick plaster board covered with
one-e1ghth-inch thick hard ~sbestos cement composition boardS with ,joints
covered with a two-inch batten strip of the same material or approved metal
strips. except where such stairs are enclosed by a partition of lawful
construction as provided in article seven of this title.
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(10.13.5). § C26-681.0 Fire-stopping of exterior cornices.--On rows
of frame structures. continuous exterior cornices built of wood or having wood
frames. shall be fire-stopped at maximum intervals of twenty feet; if such
cornices are non-continuous. they shall be built with closed ends and
separated at least four inches..

(10.13.6). § C26-688.0 Materials for fire stopping.--Fire stopping
shall be done with any of the folloving materials: brick. concrete, gypsum.
asbestos. metal lath and cement or gypsum plaster. mineral wool, rock wool. or
other approved materials. .

Sub-Article 14

Fire Resistive Scaffolding and
Construction Lumber

(10.14). § C26-689.0 Fire resistive scaffolding and construction
lumber.--The board may make rules concerning the use of combustible materials
for scaffolding and the use. during construction, of lumber treated to render
it fire resist1ve.

Sub-Article lS

Fire·Resistive Construction of
Hospitals

§ C26-689.l Enclosure of rooms in hospitals.--a. Regardless of
reQuirements contained elsevhere in this chapter for the enclosure of public
hallways or for the protection of openings on public ha1lvays, patients' rooms
or patients' vards and other rooms used directly tn connection with and in the
same section of the same floor vith patients' rooms or patients' vards, in a
recognized hospital. may be constructed with part1t'onsof incombustible
material without fire' resistive rating. The lowest level of glazed openings
where permitted. shall be at least forty-two'inches above the surface of the
floor. Nurses' stations not exceeding three hundred square feet in area.
waiting spaces. lounges and recreation spaces provided for patients and
visitors where such spaces do not exceed four hundred square feet in area.
spaces used for the storage of no more than four liters and not exceeding one
hundred square feet in area, and spaces used solely for public telephones. may
be constructed without enclosures, or may be enclosed with metal and glass
partitions or other enclosures of incombustible material. All other rooms and
spaces not specifically excepted in this sectiQn, including storage closets.
slop-sinK closets and spaces 1n which medical supplies other than 1n nurses'
stations and linens are stored. shall be enclosed as required by other
provisions of this code.
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b. Where a fire resistive rating of at least one hour 1s not required
for the enclosure of rooms or spaces by the provisions of the preceding
sub-division a of this section, doors may be omitted from openings to such
rooms or spaces, whether or not such opening is on a pUblic hallway, except
that openings to patients' rooms or patients' wards shall be provided wfth
doors but such doors shall not be required to be self-closing. Where doors are
provided for such spaces they may be constructed- of sol id or veneered narcvcod ­
at least one and three-fourths lnches in thic~ness throughout, except for
glazed openings. or such doors shall be constructed of incombustible material
or such doors may be constructed with an incombustible core except that
stiles, rails and lock. blocks not more than 5" wide of hardwood shall be
permitted. covered with a wood veneering not more than one-tenth of an inch in
thickness. Glazed openings shall be at least forty-two inches above. the floor
surface. (Sub-Article 15, Section C26-679.1 added by local Law 58 of 1957 in
effect October 25. 1957.)

ARTICLE 12

Heating Appliances. Combustion and Chimneys

Sub-Article 1
Heating Appl~ances

<11.1.1). § C26-690.0· Design and installation of heatlng
apparatus.--The design. installation and repair of heating apparatus shall be
as required by thiS. title and the rules of the board.

§ C26-69l.0 Pipes for steam and hot water heatlng.--a. Contact of
pipes with combustible material.

1. Except as prOVided in subparagraph 4 hereof. it shall be unlawful
to ma~e any contact between steam or hot water pipes and any wood~r~ or other
combustible material.

2. Except as provided 1n subparagraph 4 hereof, steam or hot water
pipes shall have a minimum clearance from any combustible material of one-half
inch.

3. Except as provided 1n subparagraph 4 hereof. steam or hot water
pipes are located within one inCh of any combustible material, such material
shall be protected by a metal casing or linlng and where such pipes pass
through stoc~ shelving, they shall be covered with at least one-half inch of
insulating material. Steam and hot water pipe coverings shall be of
fire-retarding material.

4. Subparagraph 1. 2 and 3 hereof shall not apply to hot water
heating lines which incorporate an approved, non-tamperable temperature
control device which has been set so that the water circulating in the pipes
cannot exceed 160 degrees Fahrenheit in temperature.

b. Concealed hot water piping.--Qoncealed hot water piping may be
located 1n an outer wa11 in any structure. only when amply protected against
freeZing.
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c. Expans'on and contraction of heating pipes.--Heating ~ipes shall
be so installed at to provide safety for all expansion and contraction. (As
amended by Local law 59 of 1949 in effect July 18. 1949.)

(11.1.3). § C26-692.0 Warm air pipes.--Oistributing pipes connected
to warm air furnaces shall be kept at least one inch away from any woodwork,
and if less than two inches away, the woodwork shall be protected by sheet
metal covering or other incombustible material.

(11.1.4.1). § C26-693.0 Furnaces and boilers.--a. Grate areas three
sQuare feet or more.--Furnaces or boilers having grate Or burner areas of
three square feet or more shall be set upon masonry foundations, vhich
foundations shall rest upon 1ncombustible construction or assemblies. Any such
boiler operating at fifteen pounds pressure or more except a boiler. of not
more than thirty horsepower using gas fuel shall be enclosed in a room whose
valls have I f1re resistive rating of at least one hour. (As amended by local
law 15 of 1945 in effect May 24. 1945.)

(11.1 .•.2>. b. Solid or gas fuel in grate areas of less than three
square fttt.--Furnaces or boilers using solid or gas fuel having rate or
burner arl.S less than three square feet may be set on wood floors. provided
such f&lT1\&c., or bot len rest upon foundations consisting of at least two
inches 01 sol\d br'c~ and fOUT inches of hollow tile, or the equivalent of
these ~ ..t.rt.,s. set on sheet metal plates at least as thic~ as No. 14
U.S. 9&91 &ftd It llast twenty-four inches larger in all directions than the
919' of tbt ~tl.r or furnace. if solid fuel is used, and six 'nches larger in
all d'rlcttons tf 9&S fuel is used. Such tile shall be laid with open ends 1n
contact. Mhtft ~l'd fuel 1s used an ash plate or ash pan of metal at least as
thick IS 10. 10 U.S. gage shall be prOVided above the.foundation.

(11.1 .•.2.1). bb. The· Board may adopt rules specifying the type of
fl~ r.QV'rl~ uftder and around installations of fuel oil burning equipment.
~uCh ru1., shalt be adopted as the board may deem necessary and proper for the
safet" ,rot,ctton and welfare of the city and its inhabitants. (As added by
loci I La. lCS of 1940 1n effect December 14, 1940.>

Cl'.1 .•.3). c. Water cooled base boilers.--Boilers with water cooled
bas,s hlv'ng ,rat, areas of less than three square feet may rest directly on
sh'ft ..til bls.s w1thout any intervening masonry. provided the sheet metal is
at least &S tn'ck as No. 14 U.S. gage.

d. Spac,s .round furnaces and botlers and other heaters.
1. A cllar werting space of at least eighteen inches on the sides

and twenty-four tnChis on the top shall be provided around all furnaces and
boilers ,zc.pt that botlers, furnaces and oth~r heaters using gas fuel.
approved by th. board and when installed in private dwellings which do not
have a celllT, aa, be installed in accordance with the approval of the board.
Such separat\on shall be ma\ntalned with respect to walls as well as pumps and
other apparatus used tn connection with the heating plant.
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2. Combustible material shall be at"least six feet avay from the
front. four feet away from the top and three feet away from the sides of
furnaces or boilers, including enclosures. These separations may be reduced
one-half when at least one and one-half inches of asbestos insulating material
or its equivalent is applied to the furnace or combustible matertal. Boilers,
furnaces and other heaters using gas fuel approved by the board shall be
installed with clearances from combustible material in accordance with the
approval of the board.

3. Gas-fired window or wall-type vented recessed heaters approved by
the board. inclUding those which have sealed combustion chambers and which are
so constructed and installed that all air for combustion is derived from
outside of the bUilding and all flue gases are discharged to the outside of
the building. shall be installed with the clearances from combustible material
in accordance with the approval of the board.

4. In rooms -mere fuel on burning equipment is installed the cetling
shall be insulated with material or assemblies having a fire resistive rating
of at least one hour and extending at least four feet on sides and rear. and
eight feet in front of the furnace. except that in private dwellings No. 16
U.5. gage sheet metal may be substituted for one hour fire resistive rating
protection. If the ceiling is constructed throughout so as to have a fire
resistive rating of at least one hour the installation may be omitted.

However. the board may adopt rules prescribing fire protection measures and
minimum spaces for and around fumaces , boners or installations of fuel oil
burning equipment. Such rules shall be adopted as the board may deem necessary
and proper for the safety. protection and welfare of the city and its
inhabitants. If the board shall adopt such rules. the provisions Of paragraphs
one. two and four of this subdivision shall not apply to such furnaces,
boilers or installations of fuel oil burning equipment as are inclUded within
the purview of such rules. (Subd. d. amended by Local Law 32 of 1958 1n effect
July 8. 1958.) .

(11.1.~.6). e. COnnection of furnaces and botlers to Chtmneys.--Every
furnace or boiler shall be connected to a regulation chimney as classified
under,sections C26-703.0 through C26-713.0.

(11.1.4.7). f. Safety valves on steam boilers.--Every boiler
generating steam shall be equipped with a safety valve. Safety valves shall be
adjusted and set to open under a lesser pressure than the maximum worKing
pressure for Which the boiler was designed.

(11.1.4.8). g. Relief valves. hot water systems.--£very closed hot
water he~ting system shall be equipped vith an approved pressure relief valve.
Such pressure relief valves shall be adjusted.and set to open at a pressure
slightly higher than the normal operat1ng pressure of the hot water heating
system.

(11.1.5). § C26-694.0 Boiler or furnace rOom air supply.--Rooms in
which boilers or furnaces are 10tated shall have adequate fresh air supply to
insure proper combustion. It shall be unlawful to maKe any direct connection
of air inlets to the ash pits or combustion chambers of boilers or furnaces.
except where forced draft is employed.

140

i
I

.·i



•

(11.1.6). § C26-69S.0 Stoves and ranges.--a. COOking. laundry and
heating stoves and combination coal and gas ranges installed In dwellings.
shall be set on hearths supported by mason~y trimmer arches extending at least
six inches on all sides beyond such appliances. except that such appliances.
when supported on legs. furnishing an open air space of at least four inches
below the bottom of the appliance. may be set on sheet metal of at least No..
24 U.S. gauge. or other approved incombustible material.

c. Separation of gas and electric ranges from combustible material.
1. CooKing top clearances.--Domestic gas and electric ranges shall have a
vertical clearance above the-cooking top to the bottom of shelves. cabinets.
or other combustible material of not less than thirty-six inches. When the
underside of the combustible material is covered with at least five-eighths of
an inch of gypsum or Portland cement. plaster on gypsum or metal lath or clay
tile set in cement or cement-lime mortar. or gypsum or asbestos board covered
with sheet metal of not less than No. 28 U.S. gauge in thicKness. or other
material providing adequate fire protection satisfactory to the
superintendent. the combustible material shall be not less than twenty-four
inches from the cooking top. The vertical clearance from combustible material
shall extend to a distance of no less than nine inches beyond the sides of the:
top burners or to the sides of the range. whichever is greater.

2. Separation of gas and electric ranges and ovens from combustible
material.--(a) Gas and electric ranges and ovens that have been approved by a
recognized testing laboratory shall be installed with clearances from
combustible mater\a1 not less than those specified by the manufacturer. except
as prOVided 1n paragraph one of this subdivision.

(b) Domestic ranges not approved by a recognized testing laboratory
shaTl have a clearance from combustible material of not less than six inches
at the sides and baCK and where such range does' not have top burners. there
shall be a vertical distance of at least twelve inches between the top of the
range and combustible material. Ranges in which the clearance between the base
frame and the floor is t¥O inches or less shall be set on a base of hollow
clay tile four inches thick or its eqUivalent. extending at least two inches
beyond the range on all sides. When such clearance 1s more than two inches but
less than six ~nches. such ranges shall be set on a base of asbestos board
three-sixteenths of an inch thick held between two sheets of metal at least
No. 24 U.S. gauge and extending at least two inches beyond the range on all
sides. When such clearance is more than six inches or the lower burners of the
range are twelve inches or more above the floor measured from the burner
ports. no protections shall be required.

(c) Vented products from recessed domestlc ovens shall be conveyed
through an incombustible vent pipe or duct to an opening in the outer surface
of the cabinet or range or to the outer alr. Clearances from the vent pipe to
combustible material within cablnets shall not be less than twelve inches. and
to the sides and bac~ ten inches and from the bottom six inches unless the
oven has been approved by a recognized testing laboratory for lesser <d
) Where the combustible material is protected as provided in paragraph one of
this subdiVision. one-half the clearances specified for ovens and ranges may
be prOVided. (subd. c repealed and re-enacted by Local Law 51 of 1955 in
effect May Z3. 1955.>

d. Stoves and ranges using solid fuel shall be connected by a smo~e

plpe to regulation chimney.
clearances.
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(11.1.7.1). § C26-696.0 Exhaust vents on gas appl1ances.--a Vented
gas appliances.--

1. The following gas appliances shall be connected to flues or
outlet pipes:

Cal. Every -appliance used for domestic purposes using 1n
excess of fifty thousand British thermal units per hour. except
domestic gas ranges; -

(b). Automatically controlled appliances using more than five
thousand British thermal units per hour;

(e). Autcmattcally controlled appliances using less than five
thousand British thermal units per hour. which are not equipped with
an effective device to shutoff the gas supply to the matn burner or
'burners automatically when the constantly burntng flame or pilot
fl~~ is extinguished;

(d). Each of several appliances installed in the same room
vh1cn. in the aggregate. use at normal rating thirty British thermal
ur- s or more per hour for each cubic foot of room space;

(e). Water heaters installed in any place not adequately
ventilated or installed in any room or space within an apartment in a­
multiple dwelling. The provisions of this subdivision relating to
water heaters installed·in any room or space within an apartment
shall apply to all existing installations. (Paragraph l.e. of subd. a
amended by Local law 124 of 1954 1n effect December 15. 1954.)

(f). Except as provided 1n sUb-paragraph (b) of paragraph 13 _
of subdiVision a of section D26-3.10a. the provisions with reference
to connection to flues or outlet pipes shall not apply to gas-fired
window or vall type vented recessed heaters. approved by the board.
which have sealed combustton chambers and which are so constructed
and installed that all air for combustion chambers and which are so
constructed and installed that all air for combustion is derived from
outside of the building ~nd all flue gases are discharged to the
outside of the building at a distance of six feet or more from windo~

on the floor above the flue outlet. Such vented recessed heaters
shall be installed in accordance with the approval of the board.
{Subd. f. added Local law 31 of 1958 1n effect July 8. 1958.}

<11.1.7.2). b. Unvented gas appliances.-Gas appllanceshav1ng vent
outlets. but not requiring connection with flues or outlet pipes. may be left
unvented; but if vented. they shall be connected to flues conforming to the
reQuirements of this article. or to outlet pipes.

(ll.1.7.3). c. Flues and outlet pipes for gas appl\ances.-- _
1. -Flues and outlet pipes to which" gas appliances are connected shall

have cToss-sectional areas at least eQual to the aggregate areas of the vent
outlets of the appliances connected to them. but in any case the least
internal dimension or diameter shall be three inches.

2. Flues and outlet pipes for the venting of gas appliances shall be
carried to and through the roof or through an exterior wall to the outer air.
In all cases outlet pipes shall be surmounted by a suitable cap.

142

• r



3. Flues shall be constructed as required for low temperature t
chimneys in subdivision b of section C26-710.0 or shall be type B gas ven s
approved by the board for venting of gas appliances. Such type B gas vents
shall be installed 1n accordance with the terms of their approval, and the
approval of the Undervriters laboratories, Inc. andlor the American Gas
Association. .

Type B gas vents shall be vent piping of incombustible, corrosion
resistant material of sufficient thickness, cross-sectional area, and heat
insulating Quality to avoid excess temperature on adjacent combustible
material and shall be approved by the board.

Type B gas vents shall be used only with approved gas appliances
which produce vent gas temperatures not in excess of 550 degrees F. They shall

. not be used for venti ng:
(a) Incinerators.
(b> Appliances Which were designed to burn solid or liquid fuel or

which may be converted readily to the use of solid or liquid fuel.
For the purpose of this provision, approved gas fueled appliances

when located in residences, inclUding central heating boilers and furnaces
with the exception of incinerators and conversion burners, may be accepted as
producing vent gas temperatures not in excess of SSO degrees F. at the outlet
of the drafthood.

Type B gas vents shall be plainly and permanently labelled to the
effect that they are for use with appliances whi ch burn only gas.

Type B gas vents·snall be rigidly supported by strapping at each
joint to insure the approved clearance from combustible material and to
protect against damage to the vent.

Where a type B gas vent passes through a combustible floor or
combustible wall, such passage shall be by means of an incombustible
ventilating thimble or equivalent which will maintain the approved clearance
from combustible construction, or where type Bgas vents are of double wall
construction and approved for passages through combustible floOrs and so
ventilated, an unventilated thimble may be used for maintaining the approved
clearance. .

Where passing through occupied spaee, type B gas vents shall be
suitably enclosed to prevent their being damaged. Such enclosure shall be of
incombustible construction unless the board approves enclosures of other
construction and specifies the clearance to be maintained between such other
construction and the type B vents.

Type B gas vents shall extend at least 2 feet above the h1 ghest point
where they pass through the roof of a building and at least 2 feet higher than
any portion of the bUilding within ten feet, except that gas vents need not
comply with this provision when equipped with a vent cap approved by the board
for the prevention of down-draft.

Materials of type B vent. The material used for the flue or vent
shall be resistant to corrosion and shall be of sufficient thiCKness to
withstand damage. (Subd. 3 of subd. c. amended by Local Law 22 of 1958 1n
effect June 5, 1958.)

4. Outlet pipes shall be standard water, steam or soil pipe, or other
approved incombustible. corrosion resisting materlal so connected as to
prevent leaKage at the joints.

S. Outlet plpes shall be so installed that there is a clearance on
all sides of at least three inches between such pipe and woodworK or other
combustible material. It shall be unlawful to extend such outlet plpes through
a floor.
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d. Installation of gas app11ances.--Gas appliances shall be installed
in conformity with' spec1fication Z21.30 of ntneteen fifty-four of the American
Standards Association, which speCification 1s entitled "Installation of Gas
Piping and Gas Appliances 1n,Buildings," except as otherwise specifically
provided 1n this title. In addition, any gas ap~liance subject to the .
provisions of section 026-3.10a or 026-3.l0b of ~ltle 0 of this chapter shall
be installed in conformity with the applicable requirements of such section.
CSubd. d. amended by Local Law 79 of 1957 in effect December 18, 1957.}

(11.1.7.5). e. Shut'off devices for gas appliances.--Automatically'
controlled gas appliances which connect to flues or other heat producing
devices shall be equipped with an effective device automatically to shut off
the gas supply to the main burner or ,burners, when the constantly burning
flame or pilot is extinguished. The connection of such gas appliance to the
flue shall be at least nlne inches above the connection of the other heat
producing appliance or the smoke pipes or outlet pipes from the gas burning
appliance and th, oth,r heat producing device may enter the flue through ~

single openlng If 'oined together by a Y fitting located as close as practical
to the flue. The .n;l. of intersection between the branch and the stem of the "
Y shall not flct.d «S degrees. The area of the common outlet pipe!hall not be
less than the to-blntd .reas of the outlet pipes joined by the Y fitting.
(Subd. e amend.d b1 Loc.l law 53 of 1955 in effect May 23, 1955.) .

Sub-Article 2

Combustion

(1'.2.S.1). , C26-70l.0 Incinerator combustion chambers.--a.
Inst~11~tiOft of InC'ftlrators.--Incinerators constructed as an integral part of
a structure. f~ the reduction of garbage, refuse or other vaste materials,
shall be instil ltd 1ft accordance vith the provisions of this section.

(11.2.5.2). b. Ion-fuel fired 'ncinerators.--
1. Incinerators in which no fuel other than normal Tefuse is used

for combustlOft ••xCtpt 't~t of a gas flame or similar ~eans used to accomplish
ignitIon. Ind In Which the chute and s~e flue are identical, when installed
tn dW!llln;s; PublIc buildIngs and restaurants not over three stories 1n
height. Sh~ll h.w, tbt ,nclosing walls of the combustion chamber constructed
of bric~worl It l'lst thr't and three-Quarters inches thiCK when, there is a
horizontal grltl ,r,. of nlnt square feet or less and at least eight inches
thick when thtrt 1s • ~Izont.l grate area exceeding nine square feet, and,
in each case•• 1'"'"9 of f1r, briCk, at least four and one-half inches thick.
w\th an air SP.CI. tn the CIS' of the thiCKer .val'~ between the br1c~ and the
fire briCk sufficl.nt to prov1de for expansion and contraction.

Z. Tht ca-bln.d cftute and flue in structures over three stories in
height shall be construct,d IS prescribed for smoke flues in section
C26-706.0. Such chut' Ind flue shall be constructed straight and plumb, and
finished smooth on the tnside.

3. Service openings into the chute shall be equipped v1th a~proved

self-closing hoppers so constructed that the chute of flue is closed off while
the hopper is being charged and that no part will project into the chute or
flue. The area of the service opening shall not exceed one-third of the area
of the chute or flue.
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, 4. It shall be unlawful for any incinerator opening to open
directly on a required means of egress unless such opening 1s cut off from
such means of egress by a self-closing protectlve assembly having'a fire.
resistive rating of at least one hour.

(11.2.5.3). c. Fuel fired incinerators.,
1. Fuel fired incinerators, whether the fuel is specially supplied

or consists of refuse or waste material, shall have the enclosing walls of the
combustion chamber constructed of bricK at least eight inches thick and 11ntng
of fire brick at least four and one-half inches thick when the grate area 1s
nine square feet or less. and with a linlng of fire brick at least nine inches
thick when the grate area exceeds nine square feet, all strongly braced and
stayed wlth structural steel shapes; provided that the outer four inches of
clay or shale bricKwork may be replaced by a steel plate casing
three-sixteenths of an lnch 1n thicKness. Such fire brick lining shall be laid
in fire clay IOrtar.

2. The CcaDust\on chamber shall be located in a separate room or compartment
used for no other purpose, or in a room devoted exclusively to boilers and
heating plant. In either case such room shall be separated from the rest of
the structure by floors, walls and cel1ings having a fire resistive rating of
at least thr.. bOUrs. Openings to such rooms shall be protected with
protect'yt ,sst~11es having a fire resistive rating of at least one and
one-half hOurS. ,

3. The flut confttctions or breechings from the combustion chamber shal' be
constructed of 10. 16 U.S. gage meta' when twelve inches or less in diameter
or gre.test dt ..ns'on and of No. 12 U.S. gage metal when they exceed twelve
'nchts 'n dt ...ttr or greatest dimension. In addition they shall be lined with
fire OrtCk. l,'d tn f\~e clay mortar. at least two and one-half inches thiCK
vhen'o.t...ft t.-l •• lnd eighteen inches in diameter or greater dimension. and
It l.lst f~ an4 one-half inches thick when they are larger. If they lead
tnto Ind co-o'nt w'th flue connections or breechings from other appliances.
SUch other tOftfttctions or breechings shall also be lined as required for
dir.ct flue COftnections unless the cross-sectional area of the connection into
whtch tbly l.ad \s at least four times their required cross-sectional area.

(. The cl.,r,nCR to woodworK or other combustible material or construction.
on .11 sides of flue connections or breech1ngs from the combustion chamber,
Shill be at le.st th'rty-six inches; provided that when suCh woodwor~ or
tombust'bl-. construction is 9uarded by a metal shield baCKed with asbestos
three-sIxteenthS of an 1nch thiCK, such clearance may be reduced to eighteen
'nches.

5. Refuse chut,s .Icept vhen used exclus'vely for garbage disposal in
dwellln9S. ~ubl1c buildings and restaurants. shall not feed directly to the
combustion c~r. but shall dIscharge tnto a room or bin enclosed and
separated fr~ the 'nctnerator room. by floor~. ceil1ngs. and walls of equal
fire resist.nce to those required to enclose the incinerator room. The opening
through which SUCh 8&terial -is transferred from such room or bin to the
incinerator roea shall be equipped with a protective assembly having i fire
resistive ratIng of .t least one and one-half hours. -

6. Refuse chutes shall rest on substantial incombustible foundations. The
enclosing walls of such chutes shall consist of briCKwork at least eight
inches thick or of reinforced concrete at least six inches thiCK. Such chutes
shall extend at least four feet above the roof and shall be covered by ~ metal
skylight glazed v1th thin plain glass.
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7. Service openings for chutes shall be located in separate rooms or
compartments enclos~d in ~alls or partitions. floors and ceilings. having a
fire resistive rating of at least one hour. Such openings shall be equipped
vith approved fire doors or other approved devices. .
d. It shall be unlawful to thro~ carpet sweepings containing napthatene.

camphor balls or flakes. floor scrapings. oil soaked rags, empty paint cans or
any other inflammable or highly combustible substance into any incinerator
chute or opening. There shall be continuously and conspicuously posted on
every door opening into a space in which "there is located any service opening
into an incinerator and also "on the wall directly over the hopper opening into
such incinerator a notice containing the follo~ing:

. "THROWING CARPET SWEEPINGS CONTAINING NAPTHALENE. CAMPHOR BALLS AND
FLAKES. FLOOR SCRAPINGS, OIL SOAKED RAGS. EMPTY PAINT CANS OR ANY
OTHER INFLA~ABLE OR HIGHLY COMBUSTIBLE SUBSTANCE INTO THIS
INCINERATOR IS UNLAWFUL AND SUBJECTS THE OFFENDER TO A PENALTY.­
(Subd. d added by Local la~ 24 of 1942 in effect June 24. 1942.)

e. All dampers on smoke breech1ngs of incinerators shall be prOVided with
adequate openings so as to prevent accumulations of gases. (Subd. e. added by
Local Law 24 of 1942 1n effect June 24, 1942.)

(11.2.6). § C26-702.0 Drying rooms and dry Kilns.--Drylng rooms or dry kilns
constructed as an integral part of a structure shall be bullt entirely of
incombustible materials. When the heating pipes are not placed overhead. they
shall be so shielded as to be separated by at least t~o lnches from the
contents at all times.

Sub-Article 3
Chimneys

(11.3.1). § C26-703.0 Design. construction and use of chimneys.--The"design.
construction, use. repair and inspection of chimneys and fireplaces shall be
1n accordance with the provisions of this title and the rules of the board.

§ C26-703.1 Prefabricated chimneys--Notwithstanding the provisions of
section C26-710.0e2. Prefabricated chimneys of refractory construction which
are identified in the Under~rlters Laboratories Guide No. 60H 3.13 and tested
in accordance with their standards where thermal shock tests are conducted at
2.000· F and eQuilibrium tests at 1,800· F and ~hich are listed by a
nationally recognized testing laboratory and approved by the board are
permitted for use together w1th their accessory connections such as elbo~s.

tees. expansion joints. breechings and other similar f\tt\ngs on the
appliances listed herein. when installed in accordance with the conditions of
the approval of the board..

Interior chimneys shall be enclosed \n all stories above the lo~est one in
which the eQUipment served thereby is located 1n incombustible walls With a
fire rating of at 1east one hour. as approved by the board.
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Connections to the chimney for additional heat-producing appliances above ,
the story of the lowest connected appliance shall be made by tee connections
of the same construction as the main chimney and such tee shall extend at
least one inch beyond the enclosure ~all. Such opening for this connectton
shall be adequately firestopped. The enclosing wall shall be at least four
inches away from such chimney. Multi-story venti~g shall be authorized only in
accordance with the approval of the board.

Where the chimney passes through a combustible roof. it shall be protected
by a ventilated roof thimble tested in accordance with the Underwriter
Laboratories Standards established for this item and listed by a nationally
recognized testing laboratory for specific use with this prefabricated chimney
and as approved by the board. .

Structure support and bracing of prefabricated chimneys shall be in
accordance with this code and good engineering practice.

Chimneys supported at intermediate levels shall be supported on ,
incombustible construction with a fire-resistive rating of at least three
hours. This requirement is applicable to framing which supports the
intermediate levels directly or indirectly.

The maximum unsupported height of a chimney shall not exceed the values as
approved by the board.

Chimneys shall terminate at a distance above the roof in accordance with
SUbdivision g ofsect1on C26-709.0. or subdivision b of section C26-711.0 or
SUbdivision 9 of section C26-710.0 of the Administrative Code. whichever
applies for the attached appliance.
'Notwithstanding any other" provisions of this code. the provisions of this

section shall apply to chimneys for use with: Apartment House Incinerators.
Commercial-Industrial Incinerators, Annealing' Furnaces. Steam Boilers over 100
CUbic feet in size operating at over 50 psig pressure. other furnaces not
exceeding 1~800° F exU t.lIPeratures.venti1at1ng hoods as per section
C26-712.0. and other .D01'anees as listed under sections C26-705.0 and
C26-706.0 of the Administrative Code.

(As amended by Local La. of 1968 in effect January 22. 1968).

{11.3.2}. § C26-704.0 Classification 'of Chimneys.--Ch\mneys shall be
classified as:

1. low temperature
2. Medium te~rature.

3. High temperltur~

'(11~3.3). § C26-70S.0 ~ temperature chimneys.--a. Chimneys constructed to
convey products of Combustion having a temperature of six hundred degrees
Fahrenheit or less at a point of entrance shall be classified as low
temperature chimneys. .
b. The following heat producing devices shall be included among those

requiring low temperaure chl~eys: bakers' oven; boiling vats; candy furnaces;
coffee roasting ovens; cooking ranges; core ovens;. cruller furnaces; drying
furnaces for spent materl.ls; feed drying furnaces; fertilizer drying ovens;
forge furnaces; gas producers; hardening furnaces (below dark red); hot air
engine furnaces; hot lir heating furnaces; hot water and low pressure steam
heating boilers; japanning ovens; metal drying furnaces; lead melting
furnaces; nickel plate furnaces; paraffine furnaces; rendering furnaces; rosin
melting furnaces; stereotype furnaces; sulphur furnaces; type-foundry
furnaces; wood drying furnaces; and wood impregnating furnaces.
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(11.3.4>. § C26-706.0 Medium temperature chimneys.--a. Chimneys constructed
to convey' products of combustion having a temperature of between six hundred
andtvelve hundred degrees Fahrenheit at the point of entrance shall be
classified as medium temperature chimneys.
b. The following heat producing devices shall be included among those

requiring medium temperature chimneys; charcoal furnaces; direct fire heated
feed driers; direct fire heated fertilizer driers; direct fire heat pulp
driers; galvanizing furnaces; hardening furnaces <cherry to pale red);
porcelain biscuit Kilns; smoke houses. steam boilers other than low pressure
heati n9 boilen or gas-fi red boilers des i gned to be operated wi th approved
types of draft hoods which cause the products of combustion to be diluted with
air; water-glass Kilns; wood-distilling furnaces; and WOOd-gas retorts. (As
amended by local Law 14 of 1945 in effect May 24. 1945.

("3.5). § C26-707.0 High temperature chimneys.-a. Chimneys constructed to
convey products of combustion having a temperature of over twelve hundred
degrees Fahrenheit at the point of entrance shall .be classified as high
temperature chimneys. .
b. The following heat producing devices shall be inclUded among those

requiring high temperature chimneys; annealing furnaces; blast furnaces; bone
calcining furnaces; brass furnaces: carbon point furnates; cement. b~ick and
tile kilns; coal and water gas retorts; cupolas; earthenware kilns: gas blow
furnaces; glass smelting furnaces; glass kilns; open hearth furnaces; ore
roasting furnaces; porcelain baking and glaZing kilns; regenerative furnaces;
reverberatory furnaces; staCKS. carburetor or superheating furnaces in water
gas ~rkS; welding furnaces; and vood carbonizing furnaces.

(11.3.6). § C26-70S.0 Unclassified heat producing devices.--ln doubtful
cases· the superintendent shall decide the grade of any heat producing device
being governed in his decision by the degree and amount of heat transmitted at
the point of entrance to t~e chimney.

Cll.3.7). § C26-709.0 Chimneys for incinerators.--a. For non-fuel fired
incinerators in which the grate area of the combustion chamber is nine square
feet or less. the chimney walls shall be at least three and three-Quarter
inChes thiCK and shall be lined with fire clay flue lining. It shall be
unlawful to install more than three service openings in such a chimney or to
use such chimneys in structur2S over three stories in height.
b. For non-fuel fired incinerators in which the grate of the combustion

chamber exceeds nine square feet in area. the chimney walls shall be at least
three and three-Quarter lnches. thiCK and lined for a distance of at least
thirty feet above the roof of the combustion chamber with four and one-half
inches of fire briCK; above this point the chimney wall shall be constructed
with at least eight inches of br'c~wor~.

c. For fuel fired incinerators in residence structures. institutional
structures. churches. schools and restaurants. the chimney walls shall be
encased as required for non-fuel fired incinerators with grates exceeding nine
square feet in area, but the fire brick l1ningshall extend at least forty
feet above the roof of the combustion chamber.
d. For rUbbish and waste material incinerators. the chimney walls shall be

encased in briCK worK at least eight inches thick and a l1ning of fire briCK
at least four and one-half inches thick laid in fire clay mortar for the full
height of the chimney.
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e. The connection of a fuel fired incinerator or a rubbish and vaste material
incinerator to a boiler stac~ or chimney for a high temperature heating device
shall be permitted by means of an approved breechin;, provided the .
cross-sectional area of such stac~ or chimney is at least four times that of,
the incinerator breeching.
f. The floor of the incinerator settling chamber shall consist of arches or

slabs of incombustible material or assemblies having a fire resistive rating
of at least four hours and be at least six inches above any point of the roof
adjacent to the settling chamber. (Subd. f added by Local Law 82 of 1955 in
effect June 30. 1955.) .

g. Chimneys for incinerators shall extend at least ten feet above the
roof and terminate in SUbstantially constructed spar~ arresters. (Subd. f.
relettered to be subd. g. by Local Law 82 of 1955 in effect June 30. 1955.)

(11.3.12). § C26-712.0 Ventilating hoods.--a. Ranges. candy kettles, cruller
furnaces and appliances for the frying of bakery or confectionery products.
except ranges in dwellings. shall be provided with ventilating hoods and pipes
to ta~e off the smo~e gases and vapors. unless such appliances are enclosed
and vented in an approved-manner.'

b. Such hoods shall be six and one-half feet or less above the floor.
The width and breadth shall be at least those of the appliance served thereby.

c. Such hoods and t~eir pipes Shall be constructed of incombustible
materials. The pieces shall be connected with independent masonry flues,
constructed as required for smoke flues for low temperature heating devices,
prOVided that in structures erected before January first. nineteen hundred
thirty-eight. when such masonry flues are unavailable. they may be connected
wlth independent metal chimneys outside the structure. In any case such flues
or stac~s shall be used only for the ventilation of such hoods. All the hoods
in a single room or kitchen may be connected to a slngle flue. (As amended by
Local Law 50 of 1942 in effect October 29. 194Z.) .

d. Such hoods shall be installed vith the clearances required for
smoke pipes. When the pipe from such a hood passes through i partition. it
shall be protected as required for smoke pipes.

e. The system of hoods. vent pipes, flues and ducts shall be provided
with grease filters or other similar devices approved by the board of
standards and appeals so installed as to prevent the accumulation of grease
within the vent system. or with approved fire extinguishing equipment. Such
fire extinguishing equipment shall conform to the requirement of subsection c
of section C19-165.3. The provisions of thls subdivision e shall apply to all
existing installations. (Subd. e. added by Local Law 15 of 1957. approved by
the Mayor May 9; 1957, in effect ninety (90) days thereafter.)

(11.9.13). § C26-713.0. Adjoining chimneys.--When any staCKS. chimneys. or
flues are carried up as provided in sectlon C26-570.0. the internal areas of
the new portions shall be at least equal to the internal areas below.

Sub-Arttcle 4--C1earance of COO~ing Space Fittings from Cook'ng Ranges
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(11.4). § C26-714.0 Clearances of cooking space flttingsfrom COOKing
ranges.--Cooktng space cabinets of wood or other combustible material
installed adjacent to cooking ranges. shall have the clearances specified for
domestic gas ranges in section C26-695.0. Any woodworK or other combust~b1e

mater1al less than three feet above the range shall be covered on the
underside with sheet metal at least as thick as No. 19. U.S. gage. backed with
asbestos mill board at least three-sixteenths of "an 1nch thick, but 1n any
case the clearance shall be at least two feet.

ARTICLE 13
SPECIAL OCCUPANCY STRUCTURES

Sub-Art'cle 1
Gtn,ral Provisions for Special Occupancy Structures

(12.1.1). § C26-715.0 Application of reQuirements for special occupancy
struttures.--I. £w.ry structure or part ofa structure. intended to be used
for entertl1M1tnt or tntroduction of any k.ind. erected after January first.
nineteen hundr.d th1ry-tight. for the accommodation of more than three hundred
persons. shltl bt ~11t to comply with the requirements of this article.
except as otbtrw1,. pro¥1ded in sections C26-7l9.0 and C26-720.0. Structures
occupied 'Iclus' ••l, Dy In elementary grade school. high school, or other
strictly educattonal 'ftst1tutlon where students are enrolled for regular
cours,s of st~,. Sblll be exempt from the requirements of this article.
except th~t t~ 'ud\t~iums of such structures shall comply with this article.
It Sbill t. unlawful to use for publ'c entertainment or instruction of any
~ind. lny structur. or ~rt of a structure. which 'on January first. nineteen
hundrtd thirt''''ght. is not 1n actual use for such purposes. or to use any
structur••r.ct.d IfttT January fIrst. nineteen hundred thirty-eight. not in
confo~lty w'tft tht r'Qu'rements of th1s arttcle until such structures conform
to ttl's Irt'cl •.

C. f~ tnt ourpOses of this section the existence of a valid
ctrttftcat," of <XCU;lnCY shall constitute actual use.

C12.1.2).§ C26-716.0 Approval Of special occupancy structures
reQu\Ted.--It ,~11 bt uftllwful to open any structure described in section
C26-71S.0. to tht DU~lic for theatrical or operatic purposes. or for publiC
entertainm@nt ~ tftstructton of any k'nd. untIl the superintendent and the
fire ccan1 sstoner Sh.lll h.w, stated in vriting that the structure conforms to
the requirements of this article. Any such structure in whiCh departure from
the provisions of this art~cl~ has been made under an approval of the
superintendent or of th. board. and which. previous to May first. nineteen
hundred sixteen. had been duly approved for use. may be approved as conformlng
to the requirements of th's article. so long as it 1s deemed reasonably safe
by the superintendent. It shall be unlawful for the superintendent to approve
any structure when the courts have held that a permit for the alteration or
reconstruction of such structure is void. Caption as amended by local Law 130
of 1939 in effect August 1. 1939.)
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(12.1.3>. § C26-'17.0 Limitations on use and occu~ancy of spec'al
occupancy structures.-a. It shall be un1awfu1 to occupy or use a~y part of a
structure. constructed or used for the purposes described in sectlon .
C26-71S.0, for factory or storage purposes, or for any occupancy or use for
which a combustible occupancy permit ls reQulred.

b. It shall be unlawful to perform any. kind of construction above
the stage area of a structure constructed or used for the purposes described
in section C26-7l5.0 unless the construction of the roof or uppermost tier
above the stage area shall be. separated from the structure above by four-hour
construction capable of sustaining a live load of not less than 150 pounds per
square foot and at least 100 pounds per square foot in excess of the otherwlse
requlred design load; and that the tier above the stage area shall not be
pierced except by vent flues constructed according to the provisions of
section C26-724.0 or by steam. water or plUmbing pipes. Such pipes shall be
run through individual pipe sleeves set in the slab, and the space between the
sleeve and the pipe shall be pac~ed solidly with mineral wool. and the sleeve
shall be covered at top and underside of the slab by flat metal plates fitted
snugly to the pipe. secured to the floor construction or to the sleeve. The
enclosure of the stage vent flue or flue for stage skylight shall comply with
the requirements for a low temperature Chimney, sectlon C26-7l0.0,b. CSubd. b.
amended by Local La~ 110 of 1953 1n effect June 12. 1953.)

c. The space under the stage shall be used only as an accessory to
and part of the stage proper, except as otherwise provided 1n this article.
Other parts of any such structure inclUding the area over the auditorium. may
be used for any purpose not other~ise forbidden in this title. provided that:

1. The parts so used are separated from the theatre by.unpierced
walls and floors having a flre resistive rating of at least four
hours and are constructed throughout in compliance wl.th the
requirements of section C26-239.0. and the means of egress from the
parts so used are entirely separate from the means of egress from the
theatre portlon of the structure; .
2. All openings in the walls of the structure facing the stage area

for the first one hundred feet above the roof of the stage are
provided with self-closing doors or automatic windows, containing
either plate or wired glass, and haVing a fire resistive rating of at
least three-quarters of an hour;
3. The edge of the stage skylight 1s located at least six feet from

any wall of the structure facing the stage area;
4. Any part used as a multip1e dwelling complies with the multiple

dwelling law as to such part of the structure;
5. All ducts, pipes. conduits and similar facilities which may be

reqUired for servicing the occupancy above or below the auditorium
are confined to space outside of the auditorium walls. and
cross-overs or horizontal lines of these facilities are also confined
to spaces outside of the unpierced four-hour floor or wall.

d. The space below the aUditorium and other portions of the theatre where
separated by construction haVing a fire-resistive rating of at least four
hours may be used for occupancies not in conjunction with special occupancies,
provided such occupancies are such as not to require a combustible occupancy
permit, and provided such space 1s separated from the special occupancy by
construction as provided for occupancies above aUditoriums. {Subd. d. amended
by Local Law 110 of 1953 1n effect June 12. 1953.
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(12.1.3.1). § C26-718.0 Certificate of occupancy for the use of the
roofs.--It shall be unlawful to use the roof of any structure. including
factories and multiple dwellings, for witnessing contests, games, exhib4tions,
amusements or similar spectacles. or as a place of public assembly for any
purpose. unless such structure or such part thereof has been designated in its
certificate of occupancy as a place to be used for such purposes.

(12.1.4). § 'C26-719.0 Structures used for religious purposes.--
a. The means of egress from aUditoriums used for religious purposes

shall comply with the provisions of article seven of this code. (Subd. a.
amended by Local Law 111 of 1955 in effect December 8. 1955.)

b. Balconies within such auditoriums shall comply with section
C26-732.0 and section C26-735.0.

c. The means of egress from rooms and spaces used for purposes of
religious worship, instruction or recreation, other than the auditorium
portion of such structure. shall comply with article seven of this title.

§ C26-720.0 AUditoriums in school structures and public museums.--a.:
AUditoriums 1n school structures and public museums shall comply with the
provisions of section C26-l381.0 in re$pect to standpipes.

b. Auditoriums 1n school structures and public museums which are
without provision for stages. scenery. dressing rooms or other theatrical
accessories shall be exempt from the requirements of this artIcle.

c. Auditoriums in school structures and public museums v\th
provisions for stag~s. scenery. dressing rooms or other theatrical
accessories shall bt exempt from the requirements of this article.
provided that: .
1. The entire structure 1s occupied as a school primarily for the

education of childr,n 'n the elementary or high school grades or as a
public museum;
2. The exit faciliti.s for the auditorium comply with all of the
requirements for ..ans of egress prescribed 1n article seven of this
title, except that t~ Arrangement of fixed seats shall comply with
section C26-729.0••nd the arrangement of aisles wlth section
C26-738.0;
3. The stage 1s enclos.d on both sides and rear with partitions
haVing a fire resist'w, rating of at least four hours, openings in
these parti'tions art orotected by means of protective assemblies
haVing a fire res'st'w, rating Of at least three-quarters of an hoor,
and the prosceniua OPening 1s equipped with a single asbestos fibre
curtain approved by th, superintendent;
4. Scenery, drops and valances are oftncombustlble material or are

treated so as neith,r to ignite nor actively support combustion;
S. A complete systt. of automatic sprin~lers is installed in

dressing rooms. prop.rty rooms. wardrobe rooms and under the stage
roof; a line of automatic spr1n~lers is provided over the proscenium
opening on the stag. side of the asbestos curtain; and the sprinkler
system is supplied fro- either the house water supply system or a
separate source of supply. which will give the required volume at a
pressure of at least ftfteen pounds per square inch at the highest
line of sprinklers;
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6. Dressing rooms. wardrobe rooms, property rooms and any carpenter
shops are located outside of the fire resistive partitions enclosing

-the stage; these rooms are enclosed in partitions having a fire
resistive rating of at least three hours and openings in such :
partitions are equipped with protective assemblies having a fire
resistive rating of at least three-quarters of an hour;
7.. An automatic sKylight. of five percent of the area of the stage

between the enclosing partitions and the asbestos curtain line. is
i nsta11 ed in the roof over the stage. or if such sKyt ight is
impracticable. a vent duct, or ducts. of liKe area is extended from
the top of the stage to a point above the roof. If ducts are
installed, they may be either open or provided with plain glass
dampers held closed by means of fusible links. and having
three-Quarters inch or smaller mesh wire screens immediately below as
approved by the superintendent;
8. Such hand fir~extingu1sh_ing equipment as the superintendent may

deem necessary is installed;
9. The handling of curtain, scenery. spotlights and other electrical _

equipment is done by trained adults;
10. Sufficient adult ushers are employed to handle the audience
properly; pupils are not used as ushers;
11. Matches. open flames. torches. pistols. flrecrackers or any
devices producing an exposed spark or flame are not used;
12. All persons Admitted to the audttorium are furnished with seats;
13. No seats. chlirs. stools or other furniture are placed in any
atsle or passlg.way leading toa means of egress.
14. Dry folil9', flowers and branches a!e used as stage setting or
scenery only wh.n so treated as to neither ignite nor support
combustion. (AS ..nded by Local Law 48 of 1953 tn effect March 13,
1953. )

SUb-Article 2

Construction of Speclal Occupancy Structures

(12.2). § CZ6-7Z1.0 Construction of special occupancy structures.--a. Every
structure intended to bt us.d for pUblic enterta1nment as stated in section
C26-715.0 shall be a ellss 1. fireproof structure. except as otherwise
spec1fically provided 'n this article and except that a theatre having a
seating capacity of st, hundred people or less may be of class 2,
fireprotected construction. within the limitations of section C26-254.0.
(Subd. a. as amended by LOCI 1 Law 111 of 1953 .1 n effect June 12. 1953.)
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b. It shall be unlawful to cover any of the valls or ceilings of
such structures ~lth combustible material. except that regardless of the
height of the structure. ~ood wainscoting not over six feet in height may be
used in the aUditorium. orchestra pit. lobbies. foyers and promenades. and
wood flooring may be used in the auditorium and stage when the space beh'ind
the wainscoting or between the floor arch and the flooring is filled solidly
with incombustible material. and except that. regardless of the height of the
structure. combustible wall coverings may be used when pasted or cemented
directly to the plaster surface and that combustible fabrics not pasted or
cemented to the plaster surface may be used if such fabrics are so treated
that they vill neither ignite nor actively support combustion and are tested
to insure compliance with the rules of the board, and provided such fabrics
have one inch lap seams for each panel and except that wood or other'
combustible material in the form of a veneer one-twentieth of an inch or less
in thickness may be used as wall covering. (As amended by L.ocal, law 170 of
1939 in effect November 14. 1939.) .

c. Screens for the projection of motion. audible or sound. or
television pictures shall be either made of combustible~ material or treated
so as neither to ignite nor actively to support combustion.

d. Notwithstanding any other provisions to the contrary in this
article. combustible trim and decorations may be used in outer lobbies which
open directly to the street. a1so in outer vestibules which are separated from
the street by not more than two sets of doors and used solely for entrance and
egress and which do not connect directly with rooms or stairways serving the
aUditorium provided.

1. That the aggregate area and widt of said lobbies and vestibules
shall not be encroached upon nor reduced bel~ ,egal requirements.

2. That the said trim or decoration 1s closely attached ~o the
masonry or plaster surface forming the enclosure of said lobbies or vestibules
and that all spaces beMnd said trim OT decoration are solidly filled with .
gypsum plaster or its equivalent.

3. That no portion of said trim or decoration projects more than
twelve inches in front of the enclosure walls of said lobbies or vestibules.

4. That printed or painted advertising matter that may be displayed
1s kept behind tight glass enclosures or, if in the open. the same is not more
than three-sixteenths of an inch tn thickness and is completed· flame-proofed
in three-sixteenths of an inch in thickness and 1s completed- flame-proofed in
accordance with rules of the beard. and is placed so as not to obstruct free
entrance or egress. (Subdivision d as added by local La~ 22 of 1941 in effect
March 20. 1941.)

'Evidently intended to read "completely."
+Evidently intended to read "incombustible."
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e. In the case of any existing theatre on which there was on May 6, 1941,
display advertising in the nature of ground s1gnsor false fronts beyond the
building line, such display advertising shall conform to the provisions _
hereinafter enumerated or shall be removed, or removed and replaced by display
advertising conforming vith the provisions hereinafter enumerated.

1. That the same does not extend to any point more than eight inches
beyond the street vall of the building, that the same shall not extend above
the bottom of the window 5111 of the second floor, and that no existing
openings in the wall shall be covered by this construction. and that Siamese
connections to the sprinkler and the standpipe (fire line) and ammonia Siamese
connections shall be unobstructed.

2. That the same is constructed of material at least three-sixteenths
inch in thickness and adequately stiffened and attached directly to the street
wall or other \ncombustlble backing.

3. That all of the provt stons of sections 826-5.0 to 826-19.0 inclusive.
shall apply so far as not inconsistent herewith. (Subd. e. added by Local Law
111 of 1953 in effect June 12. 1953.)

f. Theatres designed and used exclusively for the display of motion,
audible or sound. or television pictures. and without stage. dressing rooms or'
scenery of any Kind and without a platform exceeding ten feet in depth shall
not be reQuired to comply with section C26-724.0 through section C26-727.0 of

, this article. The platform shall be of fireproof construction. but may be
covered with wood flooring. Sets. decorations or scenery are not to be used on
such platforms. The use of furniture shall not be prOhibited. {Subd. f. added
by Local Law 111 of 1953 in effect June 12. 1953.)

Sub-Article 3

Stage

(12.3). § C26-722.0 Stage; general.--
i. That portion of the stage floor extending from each side of the

proscenium opening to the enclosure walls and from the stage side of the
proscen'um vall to the front edge of the apron shall be of construction having
a fire resistive rating of at least four hours. Regardless of the height of
the structure. untreated woOd flooring may be used on the stage floor. For a
width of six feet more than the proscenium opening. the stage may be
constructed of wood.

The term stage shall not include an unenclosed raised platform placed on
an open floor as described in section C26-141.0* of the Administrative Code.
(Subd. 'a. amended by local Lav 57 of 1960 in effect September 21. 1960.)

b. The stage shall be separated from the auditorium by a fire wall of
solid masonry, extending from the foundation to at least four feet above the
stage roof or the auditorium roof if the latter be the higher. Such walls may
be offset in the manner described in section C26-632.0.

c. Such wall shall be without openings above the stage level. except the
proscenium opening and one door opening on each side of the stage at the stage
level. Three door openings may be provided 1n this wall below the stage level.
Door openings shall be three feet or less in width. Only one duct may be
provided on each side of the proscenium wall under the stage provided with a
fire damper on each side of the wall if the duct for ten feet on each side of
the opening in the proscenium wall 1s of construction haVing a fire resistive
rating of at least three hours.

155

..



d. The apron of the stage shall be located between two and seven feet
from the curtain line. Platforms. extending along a portion or all of the.
stage. adjacent to or contiguous with the stage. constructed of incombustible
material. for the operation of cameras and electronic equipment for television
programs may be constructed in front of such stage aprons provided that"
required aisles and exits are maintained unobstructed and that electrical
equipment has been approved by the department of"water supply. gas and
electricity. Such platforms may be used with scenery or properties or both for
television programs only when in compliance with the foregOing and following
provisions: .

1. All such scenery. including but not limited to drapes and curtains.
shall be made of incombustible material. or shall be treated so as neither to
ignite nor actively support combustion. or shall be flame-proofed in
accordance with the requirements of section C19-l6l.l of the code;

2. All such scenery shall be placed not less than four feet from any
seats occupied by the public; .

3. Portable fire extinguishing appliances shall be provided as may be
directed by the fire commissioner; and

4. The area of the asbestos curtain fall shall remain free and clear.
(Subd. d. amended by Local Law 44 of 1955 in effect May 23. 1955.) .

e. Door openings from underneath the stage to the auditorium and from
under the stage to pipe passages and plenum chambers shall be protected on
each side of the wall with a self-closing door haVing a fire resistive rating
of at least three-quarters of an hour. arranged to open from either side of
the vall. Door openings from the stage to the pit shall be protected with
single self-closing doors. haVing a fire resistive rating of at least
three-Quatters of an hour. arranged to open from either side of the wall.

f. The space underneath the stage shall be SUbdivided. at the sides of
the proscenium opening. by solid masonry walls haVing a fire resistive rating
of at least three hours, extending from the proscenium wall to the rear wall
of the stage. and from the ground to t~e underside of the stage floor. and so
located that the distance between these walls shall not be more than six feet
greater than the width of the proscenium opening.

g. Openings in these walls shall be'equipped vith self-closing doors
having a fire resistive rating of at least one hour~

(12.3.1). § C26-723.0 Mechanically operated stages.--Where at least one-half
of the area of the stage betveen the proscenium opening. the curtain line and
the baCK wall is equipped with a stage elevator or platform electrically or
hydraulically operated. the space below the stage floor on each side of the
stage may be used as a fireproof vault to receive scenery assembled on trUCKS.
provided the follOWing conditions are met:

. 1. Such vaults are entirely enclosed by fire walls. floors and
ceilings unpierced by pipes •.conduits. ducts or electrical apparatus •

. and having a fire resistive rating OT at least four hours;

·So in original. Evidently 'ntended to read C26-14l.1.
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2. The doorways opening from such vaults are protected by. fire doors
having a fire resistive rating of at least one and one-half hours,
operated mechanically in conjunction with the stage elevator or.
platform so that such doors can be opened only when the stage or
platform 1s fUlly lowered, and closed automatically when the stage
~levator or platform is at the stage level;
3. The area of such vaults is fifty percent or less of the floor

area of the stage elevator or platform;
4. Where more than .one such vault 1s constructed, adjoining vaults

are separated from each other by walls having a fire resistive rating
of at least four hours;
5. Each such vault is ventilated by an open flue starting at the

ceiling of the vault and terminating within five feet of the main
stage s~ylight; where such flues are installed the skylight 'is
erected so that an automatic device will be located in each flue to
open the skylight tn case of fire; a protective wire mesh screen
which will reject a ball one-half-inch in diameter is placed '
immediately below the ceiling outlet of each such flue; the area of
each flue \s one-twelfth the area of the doors serving that vault;
6. Such vaults are equipped with automatic sprinKler systems.

Sub-Article 4
Stage SKylight

(12.4). § C26-724.0 Stage SKyl1ght.--a. A s~yl1ght having a glazed area of
at least one-eighth of the area ~f the stage shatt be provided over the stage.
Such SKylights shall be glazed with single thtc~ plain glass having a
thiCKness between eleven and one-half and ten sheets to the inch, 1n panes
having a minimum area of ·three hundred square inches. A protective wire. mesh
screen shall be placed immediately above and below the skylight.

b. In the skylight, ventilators of a type approved by the board
shall be placed 1n the highest part of the stage roof. and those parts ~hich

open shall be equal in aggregate area to one-eighth of the area of the stage.
The covers or doors shall be constructed of incombustible material, shall be
arranged to open in case of fire by an automatic device or by cutting a fibre
cord. The ventilators shall be so designed as to function regardless of
veather conditions. (Subd. b amended by local law 50 of 1942 in effect October
29. 1942.>

·-d. Mechanical exhaust ventilation may be provided for the stage
area in lieu of a SKylight by one or more individual vent flues constructed 1n
accordance with the main roof independently of any other flue and having an
aggregate cross-sectional area of one sQuare f~t for everyone hundred square
feet of stage area. The flue opening at the base shall be twice the area of
the flue for a minimum height of eight feet and the base shall be protected by
vire mesh screens. Each flue shall be connected to power-operated exhaust fans
located on the roof or in any intermediate level as approved by the
superintendent and provided with gravity dampers 1n the flue outlets; where a
single flue 1s provided, the fan shall be operated by two electric motors,
each of sufficient power to operate the fan 1ndependently. Flue connections
shall be arranged so as to permit direct passage of the products of combustion
to the outer atr with a by-pass connection in which the exhaust fan or fans
shall be located. An automatic multi-leaf fire damper shall be prOVided in the
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direct run of the flue at the by-pass above the inlet to the fan or fans and
below the outlet from the fan and arranged to open in case of fire. The fan or
fans shall be of aggregate capacity for providing in the stage at least
fifteen changes of air exhaust per hour. The fan or fans shall be so arr-anged
that the fan vheel only will be subject to the products of combustion..
Prominently labeled manual starting switches and_automatic rate-of-rise. heat
actuated starting switches for each fan shall be provided and shall be located
in a manner acceptable to the superintendent. The source of power supply ror
operating the fan or fans shall be from the main switch or emergency panel.
independent of all other electrical services. Each fan shall be started and
'ts operation observed for not less than five minutes prior to the
commencement of each performance. (Subd. d.-- added by Local Law 112 of 1953
in effect June 12. 1953.>

-'EVidently intended to read a c. "

e. + Where there are occupied areas above the stage a gravity exhaust flue
may be provided for the stage area in lieu of mechanical exhaust ventilatlon.
The flue shall extend independently of any other flue to and above the roof.
having a cross-sectional arel of at least one square foot for every ten square
feet of stage area. and in accordante with the requirements for low
temperature chimneys of section C26-710.0. A skylight conforming to the
requirements of subdivisions a. b. and c of .this section except that the area
shall be at least equal to the area of the flue. shall be provided at the top
of the flue. (Subd. e. + add.d by Local law 112 of 1953 in effect June 12.
1953.)

+Evident1y intend.d to read Ad.-

Sub-Art'c'e 5

Protective Curta'"s. Curtain Supports and Rigging lofts in
SPlt'11 OCcupancy Structures

(12.5). § C26-72S.0 Protect'Y' curtains. curtain supports and rigging lofts
in special occupancy structuT,s.-a. The proscenium opening shall be provided
with a curtain of incombust\bl' aaterial constructed on a rigid frame approved
by the superintendent. having I liP of two feet at the top and eighteen inches
at each side. sliding at each sid, in steel or 'ron grooves. which shall have
a minimum depth of twelve inch.s. The curtain.shall be securely fastened to
the proscenium wall and at its lowest position shall rest on masonry at least
twelve inches thick extending from the foundation to the curtain. or upon a
strip of linoleum. cork. or rubber composition directly affhed to such
masonry. The footlights shall b. placed at least two feet away from the
curtain line. The curtain shall be raised only at the commencement of each
performance and lowered at the close and shall be operated by approved
machinery.

b. Satisfactory proof must be submitted and filed with the
application that the curtain's so constructed and mounted as to prevent the
passage of fire. to permit the passage of only a minor amount of smo~e. and to
show no glow on the auditort~ side. when ex~osed to a temperature rising to
seventeen hundred degrees Fahrenheit in thirty minutes..
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c. Beams supporting curtain slots in the rigging loft shall be
designed to sustain a minimum load of four hundred pounds per li'near foot tn
addition to a uniformly distributed load of fifty pounds per square foot on
the rigging 10ft. Beams supporting headblocks shall be designed to sustain a
load of at least twelve hundred pounds per linear foot vertically. and one
thousand pounds per linear foot horizontally. 'Tt:te design of beams supporting
the proscenium turtain or curtain sheaves shall provide for an impact
allowance of one hundred percent.

d. All girders. beams or platforms over the stage or in the fly
galleries shall be of incombustible materials.

Sub-Article 6

Scenery. Fittings'and Scene DoCKS

(12.6). § C26-726.0 Scenery. fittings and scene dotKs.--a. Stage scenery
curtains and decorations made of combustible material. and woodwork on or
about the stage shall be so treated as to satisfy the superintendent that such'
scenery. curtains and decorations will neither ignite nor actively support
combustion.

b. Where the scenery is stored on the premises otherwise than as
permitted by subdivision a of this section and by section C26-723.0.
there shall be provided a scene dOCK or space adjacent to the stage.
constructed with walls. floors and ceilings having a fire resistive
rating of at least four hours and 'connected with the stage by a
doorway with a maximum area of eighty square feet protected by
automatic doors having a fire resistive rating of one and one-half
hours. Scene doe~s shall be equipped with automattc sprin~ler systems
and with sKylights meeting the requirements of section C26-724.0. as
to stze and constructton. The use of such scene docks for paint
bridges shall be permitted.

Sub-Article 7

Dressing Rooms

(12.7). § C26-727.0 Dressing rooms.--Dressing rooms shall be separated from
the stage and auditorium by walls and floors having a fire resistive rating of
at least four hours. The walls and floors between dressing rooms and
auditorium shall be unpierced. Openings in the dividing walls shall be
equipped on both sides With self-closing doors having a fire resistive rating
of at least three-Quirters of an hour. Dressing rooms located on or above the
stage level shall have an independent means of exit directly to the street or
to emergency courts or passageways. The maximum distance from a dressing room
door to a stairway or passageway to the street shall be thirty-five feet. The
area under the stage shall contain no dressing rooms. When dressing rooms are
located below the stage level. at least two exits therefrom shall be provided.
one of which shall lead directly to the street. Every dressing room door shall
be within thirty-five feet of a stairway. Dressing rooms shall be ventilated
by vindows or skylights opening directly to the outer air or shall be
independently venttlated with at least six changes of air per hour. Dressing
room furniture and fixtures. other than chairs. shall be incombustible.

159

...
I""~

.~



Sub-Article 8

WOrk Shops. Storage and Property Rooms

(12.8). § C26-728.0 Workshops, storage and property rooms.--a. Workshops and
storage or property rooms shall be located only at the stage level, except as
otherwise provided in section C26-723.0, and on the stage side of the
proscenium wall. They shall be separated from the stage by solid masonry or
reinforced concrete walls having a fire resiStive rating of at least four
hours. Openings to the stage 'shall have automatic or self-closing doors having
a fire resist;ve rating of at least four hours. Openings to the stage shall
have automatic or self-closing doors having a fire resistive rating of at
least three-quarters of an hour on both sides of the wall. Furniture and
fixtures. other than chairs. 1n workshops, storage or property rooms shall be
of incombustible material. It shall be unlawful to provide pa1nt bridges.

b. Such shops or rooms shall be provided with windows or fireproof
vents to the outer air, of an effective ventilating area of five percent·or
more of the floor area of each shop or room.

. SUb-Article 9

Seats in Special Occupancy Structures

(12.9). § C26-729.0 Seats ln special occupancy structures.--a. Seats, except
those in boxes, shall be at least thirty-t~ inches from baCK to baCK, and
firmly secured to the floor. The maximum number of seats in any row extending
from one aisle to another shall be seven. Provided that if the. seatings are
fixed-chairs with self-raising seats so spaced that when the seats are lowered
there is an unobstructed space of not less than sixteen inches horizontal
projection measured betwe,n two plumb ltnes between the r~s of seats, and
prOVided that along both s1des of the theatre at the ends of the rows of seat
there are aisles with a minimum width of four feet, and exit doors or openings
a~e provided not more than fifteen feet center to center apart along both
sides of the audItorium, the number of seats in a row between such aisles
shall not exceed one hundred. The above exit doors or openings shall open on
the streets, courts or passageways as required under sect10n C26-731.0 {As
amended by Local Law 113 of 1.953 in effect June 12, 1953.}

b. The difference in levels between balcony seating platforms shall not
exceed 22-1/2 lnches. These platforms shall be at least thirty-two inches
wide; except that When the d1fference in platform levels 15 more than fifteen
inches the platforms shall be at least thirty-six tnches wide. Risers of
balcony steps 1n the aisles shall not exceed a maximum height of seven and
three-quarter inches. {As amended by local La~ 113 1n effect June 12, 1953.>

c. It shall be unlavful. to place any stools or seats tn a.ny a i sIe ,
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Sub-Article 10

Norma1 exi ts in
special occupancy structures

(Title amended by Local La~ 114 of 1953 in effect June 12. 1953.)

§ C26-730.0 Normal street exlts.--a. Every structure intended to be
used for the purposes described in section CZ6-715.0 unless other~ise
specifically provided in this article. shall have means of normal exit on one
or more street frontages as hereinafter required. (Title of section and subd.
I. amended by Local Law 114 of 1953 in effect June 12. 1953.)

b. Where there is a grade in excess of five percent 1n a street
frontage of a theatre. the location of the normal exits on such street
frontage shall be left to the discretion of the superintendent. (Subd. b. as
amended by Local Law 114 of 1953 in effect June 12. 1953.)

c. In addition to the emergency exits required by sUbdivisjon.d of
sectlon C26-731.0 the minimum aggregate width of nonnal ex1t doorways for the
total number of persons to be accommodated on all tiers shall be at least ten
feet and shall be determined from the number of persons to be accommodated as
follows; Street normal exit doorways shall be provided at the rate of twenty
inches for each one hundred of the first fifteen hundred persons: fifteen
inches for each one hundred of the' first thousand persons in excess of fifteen
hundred: and ten inches for each one hundred persons \n excess of twenty-flve
hundred persons. All normal exit doors shall be located on the street fronts
except that one-half of any width in excess of ten feet may be on emergency
courts or passageways provided such doors are placed between the rear wall of
the auditorium and the last row of seat~ in the orchestra.

Where a theatre is more than ten feet above curb or more than s1x feet below
curb as measured to the level of the space in the rear of the last row of
seats ln the orchestra or to the level of the cross-over in front of the first
riser tn a stadium structure. the normal exit doors shall be prOVided between
the lobby and the orchestra instead of on the street fronts. except that
one-half of any v1dth in excess of ten feet may be located on emergency courts
or passageways. provided such doors are placed in the rear wall or between the
rear vall of the auditorium and the last row of seats in the orchestra. In
such case all doors shall be fireproof. self-closing. approved for at least a
one hour flre-resistive rating. CSubd. c. amended by Local la~ 114 of 1953 in
effect June 13, 1953.)

d. The floor level of the s~ate in the rear of the last row of
seats ln the orchestra or the level of the crossover in front of the flrst
riser in a stadium structure. shall not be more than twenty feet below the
cur,b level. The dlfference in level between this space and the street level
shall be taken up by steps or ramps. It shall oe unlawful to locate steps ln
the middle of any- ramp. Steps in front of doorways opening in the direction of
egress shall have a platform equal to the swing of the door and at least flve
feet in width. Where the entrance lobby or lobbies do not lead directly to the
Tear of the orChestra or the crossoveT in front of the first riser 1n a
stadium structure. there shall be at least two interior passagevays or
stairways each not less than four feet ln width to the rear of the orchestra
or to the crossover of a stadium structure. When the occupancy of the
auditorium exceeds two hundred persons. each such passageway or stairway shall
be increased in w1dth at the rate of three inches for everyone hundred
persons or 1n accordance with the requirements of section C26-734.0.
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The size of steps and risers shall conform to the requirement for balcony
stat'rs in section 06-732.0. Handrails shall be provided on both sides of
stairways~ projecting not more than three and one-half inches into the
required width of such stairways. (Subd. d. repealed and re-enacted by Local
law 114 of 1953 in effect June 12. 1953.)

e. Theatres may be placed more than ten feet above the curb level
or more than six feet below curb.level as measured to the level of the space
in the rear of the last row of seats in the orchestra or to the level of the
crossoYerin front of the first riser in a stadium structure when in addition
to the egress stairways requtred under section C26-731.0. there shall be a
normal exit stairway leading directly from the street to the lobby. for the
exclusive use of the theatre. The lObby shall be located on the same story as
the orchestra of the theatre and shall be adjacent to the auditorium. This
stairway shall have a clear ·width between stringers of six feet for the first
one thousand persons to be accommodated in the entire auditorium plus one foot
for each additional three hundred-persons or part thereof. In the place of
this stair. one or more stairs may be provided if the total width of such
stairs is not less than required for the one stair·and provided no stair is
less than four feet in vidth. Such stairways shall be enclosed in partitions
having at least a three hour fire-resistive rating and openings shall be
protected by fireproof. self-closing doors having at least a one hour
fire-resistive rating. The lobby shall be separated from the stairs as
prOVided for the separation of emergency passageways from stairs 1n section
C26-731.0. All openings into the lobby shall be protected by fireproof.
self~closing doors. approved for at least a one hour fire-resistive rating.
where the theatre is above or below street level as specified in this
subdiVision. Also in such cases the lobby shall have a minimum width and
height of ten feet and shall have a floor area of not less than one-third of
the total seating capacity of the theatre multiplied by one and one-half
square feet.

·f. Each normal exit entrance doorway shall have a minimum clear
width of five feet measured between door stops. When there ar~ no mullions
between the leaves of entrance doors and the doors are hung on top and bottom
pivots. the doors when opened shall not project more than a total of six
inches into the required clear width of the exit. Normal exit doors shall
sving outwardly and shall be held in the closed position by panic bolts or
other releasing devices arranged to operate by the application of pre~sure to
the lnner side of the device. (Subd. e. re-lettered f. a.nd amended by Local
Law 114 of 1953 in effect June 12. 1953.).

g. It shall be unlawful to lOCK doors. used as a means of entrance
or exit. during any presentation or a.t a.ny time when the structure is open to
the pub1ic. (Subd. f. re-lettered g. and amended by Local Law 114 of 1953 in
effect June 12. 1953.)

§ C26-73l.0 Emergency exits from special occupancy structures.-Emergency
courts or passageways required fOr special occupancy structures.--a. Except as
otherwise prOVided in subdivision i of this section and section C26-735.0~
every theatre accommodating three hundred or more persons shall have· a.n open
court, or a passageway. for emergency use on each side of each tier of the
auditorium except that where a theatre is at the street ievel such court or
passageways shall not be required for a side bordering on a street. Such
courts and passageway snall not be required for a side bordering on a street.
Such courts and passageways shall lead directly to a street or to the
emergency stairs as provided in subdivision j of this section.
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b. Design of reQuired courts or passageways for special occupancy structures.
t. The minimum clear width of such emergency courts or passageways

shall be six feet and the clear height shall be at 'least ten feet.
Where such courts or passageways lead to a stalr, each court or
passageway shall have a floor area of not less than one-third of the
total seating capacity of the theatre. multiplied by one and one-half
square feet.

2. When the occupancy of any tier exceeds slx hundred persons. the
width of the court or passageway for that tier shall be increased at
the rate of one foot for each five hundred ,persons or fraction
thereof.

3. The size of the court from the orchestra shall be calculated
independently and where the emergency stairs from above combine with
such court. the court shall be increased in width to accommodate the
total occupancy served. The width of the court shall mean the clear ..
unobstructed width.

4. Passageways shall be of materials or assemblies having a fire
resistive rating of at least four hours. with solid floors and roof.
Where such passageways go through the stage or through other
structures but not where the passageway goes through other parts of
the same structure. the roof sna11 be capab1e of sustatni ng a
uniformly distributed load of ftve hundred pounds per square foot.

5. Such passageways and courts shall connect to the street,at
s'de~alk level unless connected to'the emergency stair as provided in
~ubdlvislon j of this section. Difference in elevatiOn of floors of
such courts and passageways shall be overcome only by ramps having a
maximum grade of one in ten or by stairs of.maximum height of riser
of seven and one-half inches and width of tread of at least ten
inches. Where stairs and ramps are used in conjunction such stairs
may only be placed at either or both ends of the ramps.

6. Where enclosed passageways are used they shall be vented to the
street or outer air in a horizontal direction by means of wire mesh
grilles with clear ventilating areas of at least 12 square feet at
each end of the passageway or within ten per cent of the length of
the passageway from either end. Walls of passageways shall be
white~ashed. or flnlshed tn materials of a light color, or painted a
llght color.
7. When the stage eXits tnto such a passageway there shall be

between the stage and the passageway a vestibule at least five feet
deep extending the full width of the court or passageway and
separated from the stage and passageway by self-closing doors having
a fire ,resistive rating of at least one hour.

8. The doors on the orchestra floor opening on the required
emergency courts. passageways or streets shall have a minimum clear
Width of five feet measured between door stops. One such door
opening on each required emergency court or passageway or street
shall be located not more than thirty-five feet from the first row of
seats. The first row of seats shall be that row of seats nearest to
the stage. platform. or projection screen. An additional emergency
exit on each reqUired emergency court or passageway shall be located
not more than fifty feet from the last row of seats. Such emergency
exits shall be separated by a distance of at least equal to fifty per
cent of the distance from the first to the last row of seats.
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Additional doors shall be provided as necessary so that no seat on
the orchestra floor shall be located more than one hundred and
twenty-five feet from an exit or entrance door measured along the
11ne of trave 1. .

9. Where auditoriums are adjacent to any other structure bordering·
on any street. emergency exits from the.auditorium may ·be by means of
passageways through such structures. except when. i~ the opinion of
the superintendent. such occupancy or use of suCh s--Jctures would
constitute a hazard.
10. All openings on: emergency courts or passageways shall be

protected by fireproof. self-closing doors approved for at least a
one-hour fire resistive rating. .

c. Use of emergency passageways and courts in special occupancy
structures.

1. Emergency passageways and courts shall be used exclusively for
exit from the auditorium and stage and shall be Kept free and clear
at all times. No openings on emergency passageways shall be permitted·
except and* openings to the outer air and those for doors.

*50 1n original. Should be omitted.

2. Any such passageway or court may be used in common by two or
more auditoriums. provided the width 1s equal to that required for
the total number of persons to be accommodated in all the auditoriums
opening on it.

d. Required nUmber of emergency exits from special occupancy
structures. In addition to the ~xits normally required under sections
C26-730.0 and C26-732.0 there shall be on each side of each tier at least two
emergency exits opening from the auditorium to the emergency passageways or
courts. The doors on such emergency ex1~s shall have a minimum clear width of
five feet measured between door stops. except that on tiers above the
orchestra floor requiring only one crossover and no promenade. at least one of
the required exit doors shall be located at each end of the crossover. The
swing of such doors shall be in the direction of egress and shall not obstruct
the clear width of the passa.geway when fully opened. except for the thickness
of the door.

e. Required emergency stairways in special occupancy structures.
1. From the emergency exits in each tier above the first. interior

or exterior emergency stairs or emergency platforms shall be
provided. extending to the sidewalk. court or passageway. The minimum
width of each such stair or platform shall be four feet. When the
capacity of any tier above the first exceeds eight hundred persons.
the width of each of the required stairs serving such tiers shall be
increased in the proportion of one foot for each five hundred persons
or fraction thereof 1n excess of eight hundred persons. When the
stairs orplatforms.~re not extended independently to the street
court or passageway level. but are combined. the width of each run of
stairs shall be increased by fifty per cent of the width of the
stairway serving the next tier above. From the landing of the stairs
at the street court or passageway level a passageway at least as wide
as the last run of stairs leading into 't. and a minimum of six feet
wide. Shall be prOVided leading to the street or stairway leading to
the street. Handrails may project into the required width of stairs a
maximum of three and one-half inches on each side.
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The ends of handrails shall be turned baCK against walls or newels and
finished without projections which would act as obstructions. Required
stairways shall also comply with the requirements of subdivision f of section
C26-292.0.

2. The maximum height of risers in required stairways shall be
eight and one-half tnches. and the mini~um depth of tread nine
inches. exclusive of nosing.

f. Required size of courts upon inadequate streets. Where a
structure faces upon a public street narrower than the court which would be
required for emergency purpos~s if there were no street. the structure, shall
be arcaded at the street level so that the combined width of the street and
arcade shall be equal to the required width of the court which would be
required if there were no street.

g. Emergency exits from the stage.--Emergency exits to the
passageways, courts or streets shall be provided on opposite sides of the
stage at the stage level.

h. Required exits from the stage gridirons. Two means of exit shall
be provided from the stage gridirons. 'Such exits shall be provided on one side
by means of a ladder or stairs. extending from the stage floor through the
roof from the inside of the structure and on the other side through ~ doorvay
to the outer air and then by a ladoer or other means to some point haVing
access to the ground.

1. Every theatre accommodating six hundred persons or less shall be
prOVided with at least one emergency exit from the orchestra floor located
within one-tenth of the depth' of the orchestra from the first to the last row
of seats. Where the orchestra accommodates more than three hundred persons. at
least one additional emergency exit shall be provided. These emergency exits
are in addition to the entrance doors of ten feet minimum width as required
under sectton" C26-730.0 of this article. The aggregate width of the emergency
exit doors shall be five feet and they shall open outwardly on a street or·an
emergency court or passageway leading to a street. The court or passageway
shalt be at least four feet in clear width for the first one hundred persons
and the width shall be increased six inches for every additional one hundred '.
persons to be accommodated. Construction of passageways, courts and doors
shall conform with the prOVisions of the preceding subdivision of this section.

j. Where a theatre Is placed more than ten feet above the curb
level or more than six feet below the curb level as measured to the level of
the space in rear of the last row of seats in the orchestra or to the level of
the crossover In front of the first riser in a stadium structure. passageways
or courts shall not be required to extend below or above the aUditorium level
where at least one emergency stairway Is prOVided from each passageway or
court each haVing a minimum width of six feet and each leading to the street.
When the capacity of the theatre exceeds one thousand persons. the width of
each such stairway shall be i~creased in the proport'on of one foot for each
three hundred persons or part thereof In excess of one thousand. Such
stairways shall be enclosed ~n fireproof material of not less than three hour
fire-resistive rating. The size of the treads and risers shall conform to the'
requirement for emergency stairways 1n this section. Such stairs shall be used
exclUsively for the exit from the theatre, and shall be kept free and clear at
all times. The stairs shall comply with the requirements of section C26-292.0
except as otherwise provided in th's section.
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The stairs shall be separated from the emergency court or
passageway by rireproof self-closing doors approved for at least a
one hour fire~reslstive rating, hung to swing in the direction of
egress. The aggregate clear width of such doorways shall be not: less
than the reQuired width of the stair and the width of a single
doorway shall not be less tnan three feet eight inches nor mc~e than
five feet. A landing shall be provided between the doors and the
first riser. having a width not less than the swing of the largest
door but not less than four feet. Thr doors may be provided with
panic bolts. The stairs shall be vented by means of fixed opening or
a vertical or horizontal duct. to the outer air, having a minimum
cross sectional area of at least two square feet. The stairs shall
Tun separately and independently to the street or to an open court
leading to the street. (As amended by local Law 115 of 1953 in effect
June 12, 1953.

(12.10.3). § C26-732.0 Balcony exits and stairs.--a. Except as otherwise
provided in section C26-735.0, at least two separate and independent
stairways, in addition to the emergency stairways required by subdivision e of
section C26-731.0 shall be provided for each tier above the auditorium floor.
Such stairways shall be located on opposite sides of the auditorium and may
connect with the tier which they serve, by means of mezzanines or other
intermediate floors. Where balcony stairs open directly into the auditorium,
the exit facilities from the auditorium shall provide for the number of
persons using such balcony stairs. The width .of balcony stairs whicn open
directly upon the street. court or passageway may be deducted from the
required width of matn entrance except that the width of main entrance doors
shall not be less than ten feet. Required stairways shall connect with only

. one tier. except when one of the tiers is a part of a stadium theatre and the
aisles 1n that tier are continuous with those in the orchestra floor, and
except that reQ~ired stairways in any type of theatre may open on more than
one tier, provided that such required stairways are increased to the width
required for a fifty per cent increase in the number Of occupants of the lower
tier. and this increase shall apply to each tier upon which the stairs open.
but 1n no case need the total width of the stairs exceed that required to
accommodate the total number of occupants to be served by these stairways.
Required stairways shall be enclosed in the tiers through which they pass by
materials at assemblies haVing a fire resistive rating of at least three
hours. but enclosures shall not be reqUired at the upper and lower terminals
of balcony stairs. It shall be unlawful to permit any door to open directly on
a stairway; a landing at least as wide as the door shall be provided between
the door opening and the stairs. (Subd. a. as amended by Local Law 116 of 1953
in effect Ju~e 12. 1953.> .

b. The doors on street fronts may be untreated wood. but all other
doors on exit passageways and stairs shall comply with the requirements of
article eleven of this title.

c. The maximum height of risers on any balcony statrs shall be
seven and one-half inches and the maximum depth of treads in straight balcony
stairs shall be ten inches exclusive of nosings. It shall be unlawful to
provide circular or winding stairs for the use of the public. When straight
stairs return directly on themselves, a landing without steps, the full ~1dth

of both flights, shall be provided. The outer line of landings Shall be curbed
to a radius of at least two feet. Stairs turning at an angle shall have a
proper landing. without winders, introduced at ea~h turn.
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It shall be unlawful to introduce winders in stairs vhen two side flights
connect w1 th one rna in fll ght; the '11 dth of the mai n flight sha11 be at 1ea.st
equal to the aggregate width of the side flights. All stairs shall have proper
landings 1ntroduced at vertical intervals of twelve feet or less. The minimum
number of steps in a flight between landings shall be three. Such landings
shall be at least four feet in depth. (As amended by local Law 131 of 1939 in
effect August 1. 1939.)

d. Hhere the stadium type of design is employed. all portions of
the auditorium behind the first perpendicular riser shall be treated as a
balcony when the highest row Df seats 1s more than fifteen feet above the
lowest point of the crossover in front of the first perpendicular riser. Where
the distance between the lowest point of the crossover in front of the first
perpendicular riser and the highest level of the stadium floor is between
f1fteen and twenty feet. an inside stairway shall be provided. Where such
distance 1s over tventy feet such stadium section shall be treated as a
balcony. and If the house already has a balcony the stadium section above
fifteen feft sh~11 be treated as another balcony.

I. The minimum width for balcony stairs shall be four feet. When
the numbtr of persons to be accommodated on any tier exceeds two hundred. the
Width of la'" stltr shall be increased in the proportion of three inches for
every ant hundred persons or fraction thereof in excess of two hundred
persons. The -all.um width of any statr shall be eight feet. When the
occupant} of Iny tier exceeds eighteen hundred persons. additional stairs
shall be d,.tOtO 'nto SUbstantially equal units. so that the width of the
narr~'t Stltr shall be at least two-thirds that of the widest stair.
HandraIls saal1 be provided in such stairways and may project a maximum of
three and~lf tnches into the required width of statrs on each side.

f. arna-ental stairways may be constructed "under the following
tend U'on, :

1. SuCh stairways shall be so placed as to leave unobstructed the
funct'Ofttnt and use of the required means of egress. "

2. Such ornamental stairways shall be separate from such required
.ans of I;rtn.

3. Suth stAirways shall meet the requirements of subdivision 1 of
sectton C26-292.0.vith respect to handrails. "

t. Stairways serving theatres placed above the curb level as
pra.tOtd 1n SUbdivision e of section C26-730.0 may lead directly to
tht stT'ftS. courts or passageways or terminate in the lobby in the
r••r of the orchestra. Where a stairway term1nates in the lobby. the
lObby Shill be connected wtth the street. courts or passageways by
..ans cf ooors or passageways having a minimum width of flve feet.
(Subd. t. added by Local law 116 of 1953 1n effect June 12. 1953.)

(12.10 .•• 1). § C26-733.0 Crossovers.--a. Crossovers in tiers above
the orchestra fl~.--Crossovers shall be prov'ded \n eath tier above the
orchestra floor IS follows:

1. The ftrst crossover shall be seven rows of seats or less from
the front of the tier.

2. Additional crossovers shall be provided. each fourteen rows of
seats or les$ from the next lower crossover. except that. if the last
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crossover is placed at the rear of the tier there may be sixteen rows of seats
between the highest crossover and the next lower crossover. Such crossovers
shall be at least four feet wide in the clear and shall be separated from the
seating spaces with railings. When but one crossover is required~ both·
emergency exits shall be located at the ends of the crossover. When more than
one crossover is required, an emergency exit shall be located at each end of
each crossover. When the difference tn level between adjacent crossovers is in
excess of nlne feet, the emergency passageway shall be carried level and
independently from each exit to the emergency stairs. Passageways leading to
any stairway connecting with .any exit shall be at least four feet in width at
every poi nt.

b. Crossovers on orchestra floor.--Crossovers shall be provided 1n
the orchestra tier when there are more than four ban~s of seats~ under
conditions as follows:

1. The first crossover shall be located apprOXimately one-third of
the distance from the last row of seats to the first row of seats~

but not less than eighteen rows from the first row of seats~ except
that where there are not more than twenty-seven rows of seats and not
MOre than four ban~s of seats~ no crossover shall be required. The
first row of seats shall be that row.of seats nearest to the stage,
platform or projection screen.
2. Additional crossovers shall be provided, eighteen rows of seats

or less intervening between each such crossover and the next lower
crossover. For the purposes of this paragraph a cross-aisle or clear
space of four feet or more in width and extending from one si de wa 11
to the opposite side wall shill be considered a crossover.

3. Where there are five ban~s of seats the crossovers shall be
formed by spacing the bacts of two consecutive rows of seats at least
sixty-six inches apart or by providing a clear~ unobstructed
cross-aisle of at least four feet.

4. Where "there are more than five banks of seats the crossovers
shall be formed by spacing the baCKS of tva consecutive rows of seats
at least seventy-eight inches apart or by providing a clear,
unobstructed cross-aisle of at least five feet in width.

5. The superintendent may, in his discretion, permit crossovers
where crossovers are not required by this article. (Subd. b. as
amended by Local Law 100 of 1953 in effect June 12, 1953.)

(12.10.5). § C26-734.0 Vomitories.--a. The term "vomitoryA shall mean an
exit from a balcony communicating with a stairway by way of an intermedlate
·floor. At least two vomitories shall be provided for the first one thousand
seats or less in a balcony and one for each additional five hundred seats or
fraction thereof over one thousand seats. Vomitories shall be located·
laterally twenty-eight feet or less from the s~de walls and ninety feet or
less apart at the same crossover level~ except that vomitories may be located
more than ninety feet apart ~hen the width of the crossovers 1s increased one
inch for each foot of separation i-n excess of n1 nety fee'=; vomi tori es sha11 be.
located on the level of the lowest crossover and where more than two
vomitories and two crossovers are required, the vomitories shall be located on
the level of the lowest crossover and at alternate crossovers thereafter. When
a single vomitory is reQuired at an alternate crossover it shall be centrally
located.

b. The difference in level. between a crossover and a vomitory
passageway serving such crossover. shall be seven feet or less. Such
difference in level may be made up by steps in the vomitory, provided the
width of the crossover at the vomitory is increased at least two feet. <Subd.
b. as amended by local law 101 of 1953 in effect June 12. 1953.>
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e. Stairs may be located at the rear of the balcony in place of an
equal number of vom1tories. provided the top stair landings are connected by a
crossover.

c. Each vomitory shall have a ~idth of at least five fe~t.
d. Vomitories may be omitted when the required aisles connect

directly with a promenade or open space at the rear of the balcony provi.ded
such balconies are less than twenty-four rows deep and there 1s a difference
of twelve feet or less in level bet~een the front row of seats and the
promenade.

~ ,

§ C26-73S.0 Small balconies.--Balconies having a maximum capac,ty of one
hundred fifty seats and also any single balcony in a church used exclusively
as a place of worship. shall be exempted from the emergency exit requirements. '
but two stairways each not less than four feet in width or one such 'stairway
and an emergency exit constructed as per section C26-730.0 shall be provided.
The emergency exit shall be not less than four feet in width and shall not be
required to be more than 11 feet in width. The interior stairways shall '
terminate at the rear of the seats of the tier below or may lead to the street,
and shall be provided With handrails on both sides. If an emergeny exit
constructed as per section C26-730.0 sha'll be provided. The emergency exit
shall be not less than four feet in width and Shall not be required to be more

·than 11 feet in width. The interior stairways shall terminate at the rear of
the seats of the tier below or may lead to the street and shall be provided
with handrails on both sides. If an emergency exit door is provided, such door
shall be of at least one hour fire resistive rating and open outwardly upon a
street, passageway or court conforming to the provisions of subdivision i of
section C2.6-731.0. Exterior platforms in courts serving emergency exits 'shall
be at least forty-eight inches 'in width and fifty-four inches in length.
Exterior emergency stairways not less than forty inches in width extending to
the court level or to the street shall be prOVided from the platforms.
Construction of emergency-stairways and platforms shall conform to the
requirements of section C26-74l.0. (As amended by local Law 117 of 1953 in
effect June 12, 1953.) -

(12.10.7). § C26-736.0 Boxes.--The term "box" shall mean an enclosure having
one fixed or movable seat to each six square feet of floor space, with a
maximum of t~elve seats. ,When boxes are at the balcony levels they shall be
accessible from the aisles or from the crossovers. The minimum width of a box
entrance shall be three feet. When boxes are located at the sides of the
proscenium no other means of egress need be provided. Boxes located at the
Sides of the proscenium shall"be within forty feet of the proscenium wall. The
stairs for such boxes shall have a minimum width of two and one-half feet and
shall lead to the nearest balcony or tier of seats below such boxes.

§ C26-737.0 Diagram of exits.--A diagram of plan of each tier in the
auditorium showing clearly and distinctly all a1s1es, exits and total number'
of seats on each tier, shall be posted in the office of the premises or
printed in blac~ lines on any program of the performance. occupying a space on
the program of ten sQuare inches or more. (As amended by Local Law 102 of 1953
in effect June 12. 1953.)
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Sub-Art; c1e 11

Als1es

(12.11). § C26-738.0 Aisles.--Aisles shall begin at least three feet wide
and shall be increased in width toward the exits in the ratio of one and
one-half inches to five running feet. Where exits. corridors. passages or
crossover aisles are provided at both ends of any aisle. the aisle may be
uniform in width; such uniform width shall be at least three feet plus
three-quarters of an lnch for each five running feet in such aisle. Whenever
an aisle borders on a means of entrance the aisle shall have a width of four
feet or more for the space required for such entrance doors.

Sub-Article 12

Foyers. Lobbies. Vestibules and
Corridors in Special Occupancy Structures

§ C26-739.0 Foyers. lobbies. vestibules and corridors in special.'"occupancy
structures.--The aggregate of the foyers. lobbies. vestibules and corridors
intended for the use of the audience. exclUding toilet rooms. lounges and
other simi'lar spaces or a15le space between seats. shall have one hundred
fifty feet of space on each tier for every h~ndred persons occupying such
tier. Such foyers. lobbies, vestibules and corridors shall be separated from
the toilet rooms. lounges and other adjoining spaces by partitions having a
fire resistive rating of at least two hours. The floor space in any mezzanine
or intermediate floor connected to any tier by vomitories may be included in
computing the reQuired floor space for that tier. Refreshment stands shall be
constructed of incombustible materials and shall not obstruct any exits.
aisles. foyers. lobbies or vestibules. The term refreshment stand shall also
include vending machines. Beverages may be heated 1n refreshment stands.
provided the heating is done by electricity only and no gas or other heating
materials are used. (As amended by Local Law 118 of 1953 in effect June 12.
1952. )

SUb-Article 13
Ramps in Special Occupancy Structures

(12.13). § C26-740.0 Ramps in special occupancy structures.--Ramps or
inclined planes shall be employed instead of steps to overcome slight "
differences of level in or between aisles. "corrldors and passages. Where the
total difference in level will cause the gradient of the ramp to be more than
one in twelve the excess may be made up by using steps. except in als1es on
the orchestra floor. The maximum gradient ln als1es on the orchestra floor
shall be one in six for the-first. second and third rows of seats from the
rear; one in seven for the fourth. fifth and sixth rows; one 1n eight for the
seventh. e\ghth and ninth rows; and one in ten for the remaining rows.
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aisles.

,SUb-Article 14
Exterior Platform for Emergency Exits in

Special Occupancy Structures

§ C26-741.0 Exterior platform for emergency exits in special occupaney
structures.--a. Where the emergency exits open on exterior platforms, such
platform shall have an area of at least thirty square feet for such required
emergency exit opening thereon and shall be at least as wide as the required
width of the stairway serving that exit in accordance with section C26-731.0
and no stairway shall start less than two feet from the jamb of the door
,opening onto it. Stairways enclosed in partitions having a fire resistive
rating of at least three hours. extending to the ground level or floor level
of the side cour or passageway shall be provided from these platforms, except
that open stairways protected by a roof of incombustible material may be used
in place of these enclosed stairways when serving only one tier and when
having a maximum height of one tier or fifteen 'feet above the level of the
floor a passageway located at the orchestra level. Such open stairways shall
be protected throughout to a height of five feet with wire netting or rigid
guards as provided in paragraph two. subdiVision j of section C26-292.0. The
maximum height of risers in stairs shall be eight inches and the minimum depth
of tread, exclusive of the nosing, shall be nine inches. Platforms and stairs
shall be made of incombustible material and shall have solid risers. treads
and platforms. Platforms shall be covered with a metal hood or awning. (As
amended by Local Law 107 of 1953 in effect June 12, 1953.)

Sub-Article lS

Guard and Hand Rails in
Special Occupancy Structures

(12.1S). § C26-742.0 Guard and handrails in special occupancy
structures.--a. Stairways and platform exits shall be provided on the open
side with a guard railing at least four feet high measured vertically from the
r1ser face and with a handrail upon both sides.

b. Handrails shall be provided on the wall side of balcony wall

Sub-Article 16
LIghting of Special Occupancy Structures

(12.16.1). § C26-743.0 Adequacy of lighting 1n specIal occupancy
structures.--Every portion of any special occupancy structure devoted to the
use or accommodation of the public. inclUding all means of exit leading to the
streets and all courts. corridors, and passageways. shall be properly lighted
during every performance and shall remain lighted until the entire audience
has left the premises.
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§ C26-744.0 Control of lights for corridors and passageways in special
occupancy structutes.--lights in the halls. courts. passageways and· in the
stairways. corridors, lobby or other part of the structure used by the

. audience, except the aUditorium. shall be on separate circuit and shall :be
controlled by a. separate switch located in the box office or in the lobby. and
vhen located in the lobby shall be enclosed tn a.box with a locked cover and .
such light shall be controlled only from such location. lighting throughout
the passageways shall average not less than 5-foot candles. (As amended by
Local Law 108 of 1953 in effect June 12. 1953.>

§ C26-745.0 Illuminated exit signs in special occupancy structures.--Exit
and entr~nce doors shall be marked with illuminated signs containing the word
"Exit ll in red letters at least eight inches high. Such signs shall be Kept
lighted during the performance and at all times when the aUdience 1s ~n the
th9atre. (As amended by Local Law 103 of 1953 in effect June 12. 1953.>

Sub-Art; cle 17
fire-Extinguishing Appliances 1n

Special Occupancy Structures

02.1'>' § C26-146.0 General.-Every structure sUbj.ect to the requfrements
of this,articl, Sbll'. txcept as otherwise provided in this section, be
equipped with tM follow\ng fire fighting apparatus.:

(12.t1.1). 1. Spr1n~ler systems in special occupancy structures.-­
(a) Aut~t'c sprinklers complying with article sixteen of this .title

shall be plac'd under tht roof Of the stage. under the gridiron. under all fly
gall.ri,s and brid9lS and over the stage at such intervals as will protect
@very squar, foot of stage surface when sprinklers are 1n operation. An
additional 'tnt of sprtnkler heads shall be placed on the stage side of the
prost.n1ua QOen'ftg. Auta-atic sprinklers shalt also be placed in the dressing
TClOmS and uftder tM stag. and in all wort:. rooms. store rooms and property
rooms. St-tntl,r syst~ shall 1n all other respects comply with article'
sixteen c j th1s tttl,. (Sub-paragraph (a) as amended by Local law 119 of 1953
in 'fftct JUM 12. 1953.. )

Cb> Nhtr, t-o or three theatres under the same ownership or
manag'lItnt art bun t contiguously, one ten thousand gallon tank. may be erected
1n ~latt of St~lratt tank for each theatre.

(12.17.2) 2. Standpipe systems in special occupancy structures.--
(a> Standp'Pt ris,rs shall be provided. except as provided in section

C26-720.0 on I verl fl~ and tier. with hose attachments as follows: one on
each side of the &ud\t~'ua 1n each tier, one jn each mezzanine, one on each
side of the st~9' 1" tACh tier of dressing rooms. one in the property room,
a.nd one tn eat:·, tOrt rae:. 1.n4 store room, except vhen the property room. store
room, or work toea's within fifty feet of a standpipe hose outlet. Such
standpipes shall bt kept unobstructed. They shall be supplied by a separate
gravity tanK except that a single gravity tank. or standpipe tank. is permitted
for adjoining theatres under the same ownerShip, or by a pressure tank. loca.ted
abov~ the roof and by a fire pump of two hundred fifty gallons per minute
cap~:\ty. except as provided in para.graph one of section C26-746.0. Standpipe
tank.s shall be Kept constantly filled with water by means of an automatic
filling pump capable of delhering at leaststxty-five gallons per minute into
the tank.. (SUb-paragraph 2. (a) as amended by Local Law 119 in 1953 in effect
June 12. 1953.)
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(b) The fire pump shall be autoniatic in operation and shall be
supplied from the street main and be ready for immediate use at all times
during any performance in the structure. except that theatres, used
exclusively for the exhibition of motion, audible or sound or television .
pictures which are without stage or platform in excess of ten feet in depth.
dressing rooms or scenery, shall not be required to have a fire pump.
(Sub-paragraph 2. (b> as amended by Local Law 119 of 1953 in effect June 12,
1953. )

(c) The standpipe system shall otherwise comply with article
seventeen of this title.

(12.17.3). 3. Hose in special occu~ancy structures.--There shall always be
~ept attached to each hose.outlet valve, in accordance with this article. a
proper and sufficient quantity of hose fitted with regulation fire department
type couplings, with a nozzle attached thereto, and a hose spanner at each
outlet.

(12.17.1'. C. Hand fire-extinguishing equipment in s~c1a' occupancy
structurts.--Ai least four caSKS, of approximately fifty gallons capacity,
full of water, and two buc~ets for each cask. shall be kept in readiness for
immedlat. us. on the stage. Such caSKs and buckets shall be painted red and
marked ,,'ttl tftt tIIOrd -fIRE" 1n letters of contrasting color, at least four
lnches h1fh. Mind pumps or other ·portable fire-extinguishing fire apparatus
and It 1.lst f~ casks and two twenty-five foot hOOKS, two fifteen foot hOOKS
and t-o t~ foot books shall be provided on each tier or floor of the stage.
At tach rtovtr.d standpipe hose outlet a two and one-half gallon hand
ext'ngu's~r. on rtgulation fire axe and two six foot· hOOKS shall be provided.
Two two-.n~~·hllf gallon hand extinguishers may be substituted for each
reQu'r.d CISl aft4 'ts buckets and, if provided, shall be recharged annually
and ''''~'ltI11 after any use.

. .
§ C26-1.'.o--Elt~ted structureS.--I. Special occupancy structures one-story

'n heIght shill not be reQuired to provide a standpipe system.
b. A stadium structure may be deemed to be a one-story structure,

prO¥'6Id tht ,.ats are so arranged that the floor level of highest row shall
bt .ith'n ,tft.tft feet above the level of the crossover immediately in front
of tht ftrst r's,r tn the auditorium.

C~ A tbe.atre having a stage and dressing rooms and having a seating
capacity of s'. hundred or less shall be exempted from all of the requirements
of se~tton C26-7_6.0 .xcept subdivision 1, sprtn~ler systems, and subdivision
four. hand f'r, 'It1n9u'shing eQuipment. (As amended by Local Law 106 of 1953
\n efftct Junt 12. 1953.)

(12.17.6). § C26-748.0 Separate systems for structures above
auditor'u-s.--Mh,rt l structure requiring a standpipe system is erected above
the audttor\ua of I speclal.occupancy structure it shall be provided with a
standpipe SISt.. entirely separate from that provided for the special
occupancy structur•.
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SUb-Article 18

Heating and Cooling Plants and Ventilation in Special Occupancy Structures
(Title amended by Local law 104 of 1953 in effect June 12. 1953.'

§ C26-749.0 Heating and coo11ng plants and ventilation in special occupancy
structures.--a. It shall be unlawful to locate any steam boiler under any
stage or auditorium. Every steam boiler operating at a pressure of ten or more
pounds and used for any purpose shall be located outside of that portion of a
structure used for special occupancy purposes. The boiler room space shall be
enclosed by masonry having a combined fire resistive rating of at least four
hours. and doorways to the boiler room shall be protected with an automat',
and self-closing door assembly having a fire resistive rating of two hours.
The self-closing door shall be hung at the outer side of the opening and shall
open outwardly. It shall be unlawful to place coils or radiators within seven
feet of the floor in any hall or passageway used for exit unless such "coils or
radiators are placed in recesses covered with grilles. Supply~ return or
exhaust pipes shall be properly encased and protected where passing through
floors or near woodwor~ and shall be so protected on the stage by means of
guards as to prevent scenery from coming in contact with the pipes.

b. Air cooling and air conditioning systems shall be installed in
accordance with the rules of the board. Refrigeration systems shall also
comply with the applicable provisions of title C of chapter nineteen of the
code.

c. Ventilation shall be supplied at the rate of not less than five
:ubic feet per minute of fresh air per occupant. based on the total occupancy
for which the special occupancy structure is designed. (As amended by local
Law 104 of 1953 in effect June 12. 1953.) "

Sub-Artlcle19

Jurisdiction of the Fire Commissioner
Over Special Occupancy Structures

(12.19). § C26-750.0 Jurisdiction of the fire commissioner over
special occupancy structures.--The fire commissioner shall enforce all of the
provisions of this article. relating to protection against fire and panic.
obstruction of aisles. passageways and means of egress. standees~ fire
prevention and fire-extinguishing appliances. excluding provisions relating to
structural conditions.

Sub-Article 20
Existing Special Occupancy Structures

(12.20).§ C26-75l.0 Saving clause relating to existing special
occupancy structures.--Any theatre. opera house. or structure intended to be
used for theatrical or operat\c purposes. legally constructed and approved for
such purposes prior to January first. nineteen hundred thirty-eight. and the
Town Hall. located at one hundred thirteen to one hundred twenty-three West
Forty-third street. Borough of Manhattan. so long as the revenue received for
use of such Town Hall shall continue to be applied to public. charitable.
soc\al. educational or literary purposes. and provided that the premises of
such Town Hall are not used for theatrical or operatic purposes. and any
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public dance hall approved by the then superintendent or the commissioner
having jurisdiction and licensed as a pUblic dance hall prior to January
first. nlneteen hundred thirty-eight. shall be ex~mpt from the requirements of
this arti cle.

Sub-Article 21

Booths for Motion Picture Projecting Machines and films
(Title amended and Sections C26-752.0 through C26-759.0 repealed by Local

105 of 1953 in effect June 12. 1953.)

(12.21.4.1). § C26-760.0 Booths required for motion picture
machines and films.--It shall be unlawful to use. in any structure. place of
public assembly or entertainment. any cinematograph or other apparatus for­
projecting motion pictures which uses inflammable films more than ten inches
in length. unless such projecting apparatus is enclosed in a booth constructed
of incombustible materials as required by section C26-761.0. or section
C26-764.0. and the certificate required by section C26-763.0. or section
C26-766.0. shall have been issued to the owner or lessee of the premises where
the booth is located.

02.21.4.2>.§ C26-76l.0 Plans. specifications and construction of
rotton picture machint booths.-The booths required by sectten CZ6-760.0 shall
be constructed accordtng to plans and specifications approved by the
superintendent. Plans and specifications for such booths shall be approved by
the superintendent only vhfn they provide substantially for the following
requirements:

{12.2.4.21.1'. 1. Dimensions of motion picture machine
booths.--Such booths Sball be at least seven feet in height. If one machine is
to be .operated in such booth the floor space shall be at least seven and
one-half by ten feet. If .ere than one machine is to be operated therein.
twenty-four additional sQuare feet shall be provided for each additional
machine.

(12.21.4.2.2). 2. General specifications for motion picture machine
booths. (a) Permanent booths shall be constructed of incombustible material
having a fire resist' •• rating of at least three hours.

(b) If temporary booths are constructed of incombustible materials
other than masonry or hard asbestos. such booths shall be constructed with
angle frameworK of apprO¥ld incombustible material. The angles shall be at
least one and one-Quart,r by one and one-Quarter by three-sixteenths inches
and the adjacent members Shall be jo\ned f1rmly with metal angle plates. The
maximum distance between Ingle members of the sramework shall be four feet on
the sides and three flft on the front. rear and top of the booth. The sheets
of hard asbestos board or other approved incombustible material shall be at
least one-Quarter inCh thtck and shall be securely fastened to the framework
with metal bolts or rty,ts. The incombustible material shall completely cover
the sides. top and all jo1nts of the booth. The floor space occupied by the
booth shall be cover,d with incombust\ble material at least three-eighths of
an inch thiCK.
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(c) Booths shall be insulated so as not to conduct electricity to any
other part of the structure. Booths shall be provided With two means of exit
which shall consist of passageways. stairs or ladders and located one at each
end of the booth. One of these means of exit shall be through a door at ~east

twenty-four inches wide and seventy inches high. All such doors shall be
self-closing and shall open in the direction of egress.

(d) One operating window shall be provided for each machine and one
for each operator. Such windows shall be as small as will permit the necessary
service. and shutters of approved incombustible material shall be provided for
each window. The shutters shall be so arranged as to close the window openings
automatically. in the event of fire, by the operation of approved fusible and
manual releasing devices.

(e) Where a booth is built against the exterior wall of a structure.
a Window or windows shall be permitted in such wall for the comfort of the
operator. Booths shall contain an approved box of incombustible material for
the storage of films not being used on the projecting machine. Films shall be
stored. kept and handled only in projection booths. rewinding rooms or special
storage rooms complying with 'the requirements of title C of chapter nineteen
of the code. .

<f) films may be repaired either in the boot~ or in some other
enclosure made of incombustible materials. but the room in Which motion
picture machtnes are operated shall be separated from the rewinding and other
'accessory rooms by fireproof partitions provided with self-closing fireproof

, doors. Booths in which projecting mach'ines are operated shall be provided with
a separate opening or vent flue in the roof. or upper part of the side wall •
.leading to the outer air from the rewinding room and from the machine room.
Such flues shall be'at least seventy-eight square inches in cross-section and
made of incombustible materials. When booths are in use a current of air at
the minimum rate of at least fifty cubic feet per minute shall be maintained
through the booth to the outer air. which current shall be sufficient to
furnish a complete change of air every ten minutes.

(12.21.4.3). § C26-762.0 Application to existing motion picture machine
booths.--Booths legally installed and approved before January first. nineteen
hundred thirty-eight. shall be exempted from any other requirement of sectton
C26-760.0 through C26-770.0, provided they are constructed of rlgid
incombustible material so insulated as not to conduct electricity to any other
part of the structure. so separated from any adjacent combustible material as
to prevent the communication of fire through intense heat in case of
combustion within a booth. and comply with the requirements of paragraph two
of section C26-761.0 in respect to dimensions. vent flues. windows and doors.
and boxes for storage of film.

(lZ.21.4.4). § C26-763.0 Inspection and cert1fication for peTmanent motton
picture machine booths.--After the construction of a booth has been completed
the superintendent shall. wtthin three days after receipt of written notice of
that fact, cause such booth to be inspected. If the provisions of section
C26-760.0. and section C236-762.0, have been complied with. the ,superintendent
shall issue to the owner or lessee of the premises on which the booth is
located a certificate stating that such provisions have been complied with.
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(12.21.4.5). § C26-764.0 Portable motion picture machine booths for
temPorary exhib1tions.--Hhere motion pictures are eXhibited at most three'
times a week. or as often as daily for one month or less. in educationa' or
religious institutions or in bonafide social. scientific. political or .
athletic clubs. a portable booth may be SUbstituted for the booth required by
sections C26-760.0 and C26-761.0. Such porta.b1e booths shall be at least six
feet high and at least twenty square feet 1n area. and shall be constructed of
hard asbestos board. sheet steel of at least NO.4 U.S. gage. or of other
approved incombustible material. Such portable booths shall comply with the
requirements of section C26-76l.0. with reference to windows and doors. Such
booths are exempted from the requirements for vent flues. The floors of such
booths shall be l1fted at least one-half 1nch above the permanent ·support on
which they are placed and such greater distance as may be necessary to allow
the passage of air between the floor of such booths and the platform on which
they rest. Such floors Shall be so insulated as to prevent the conduct-ton of
electricity to any other portion of the building.

(12.21.4.6). § C26-765.0 Exemptions and requirements for miniature
cinematograph machtnes.--Miniature motion picture machines. in which the
maximum electric current used for the light is three hundred fifty watts. are
exempted from the requirements of sections CZ6-760.0 through C26-764.0. Such
miniature machines shall be operated in an approved box of incombustible
material constructed with a fusible lin~ or other approved releasing device
that will close instantaneously and completely in case of combustion within
the box. The light in such miniature machines shall be completely enclosed in
a metal lantern box covered with non-removable roof. Miniature motion picture
apparatus. which uses only an enclosed incandescent electric lamp and approved
acetate of cellulose or slow burning films and is of such construction that
films ordinarily used on full sized commercial picture apparatus cannot be
used. is also exe~pted from the requirements of the above named sections •.

(12.21.4.7). § C26-766.0 Inspection and certification of portable motion
picture machine booths and miniature cinematograph machines.--Sefore moving
pictures are exhibited with a portable booth under the requirements of section
C26-764.0. and before miniature machines without booths are used as permltted
under sectlon C26-765.0. a certificate of approval shall be obtained from the
superintendent.

(ll.21.4.S). § C26-767.0 Motion plcture machine booths in theaters.--Booths
in theatres 'shall be subject to the same requirements as booths in motion
picture theatres.

(12.21.4.9). § C26-76S.0 lighting of motion picture theaters.--The lighting
of motion picture theatres snall comply with the reQuirements of sections
C26-743.0 through C26-745.0.

177

.":J'



(12.21.4.10) § C26-769.0 Application to existing motion picture
theatres.~Motion picture theatres, legally constructed and operated on
January first, nineteen hundred thirty-eight. shall comply with the.
requirements of this article for motion picture theatres, only to the e~tent

ordered by the superintendent unless the seating capacity is increased. Any
motion picture theatre in a hotel located at a summer, resort, where the
seating capacity does not exceed one thousand persons, and in Which there is
no stage or scenery, and to which no admission fee 1s charged or exacted, and
which 1s located on the ground floor of such building, and is legally
constructed and operated·on January first, nineteen hundred thirty-eight.
shall comply with the requirements of this article, only to the extent ordered
by the superintendent unless the seating capacity is increased. If the seating
capacity'of any such motion picture theatre. constructed before January first,
nlneteen hundred thirty-eight, is increased, such t~eatre shall comply with
all t~p. requirements for such theatres.

(1;',:.:.4.11>' § C26-770.0 Open air motion picture theatres.-The seating
capac(~y of each OPtn Air motion picture theatre as defined in secti9n
B3Z-Z2.0of tht cod'. shall be such as is prescribed by the superintendent.
Such theatres shall comply with the follOWing requirements.

(12.21.4.11.1). 1. A'sles.--The number and width of all aisles shall be as
prescribed by tbt suoertntendent. but aisles shall be at least four feet wide.

(12.21.4.11.2). 2. EkttS.--At least two separate exits remote from each
other shall ·bt pra.td.d. and every exit shall be at least five feet wide. For
,very two hundr.e ','t, persons to be accommodated in excess of three hundred
persons. the total .'0th of exits shall be increased one foot. Exits shall be
indicated by st9ft' aftd red lights. Doors shall open outwardly for their full
. ~ ..,.

. ,2.21.•. 11.3>. 3·. Slats-Seats shall be stationary, separated thirty-two
inches fro- biCk'to back. and so arranged that the maximum number of seats
intervtnlng btt...n &fty seat and an aisle shall be seven. Chairs shall be
securely flst,n.d to I wood or concrete floor, or all cha1rs ln a r~ shall be
fastened togtthtr Ind at least four rows shall be securely fastened to one
frame. Where r,frts~nts are served, tables and unattaChed chairs or benches
used with th~. Sha't be perm'~ted.

(12.21.4.11.4>. c. Fl~s shall be constructed either of concrete or wood
with slfe""~s. Ind sh.ll .Itend at least fhe feet from the seats on all
s'des. pr Oed thAt ln th, discretion of the superintendent a gravel floor
may be sUL~~'tut'd f~ wood or concrete.

5. A~d\t1onal r'Qu'rt..nts for open air moti~n picture theatres.--Open air
motion picture thtltres shill also·comply with the reQuirements of sections
C26-760.0 through C26-770.0. ~Subd. 5. amended by Local Law 46 of 1960 in
effect July 28. 1960.)
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Sub-Article 22
Television Studios

(Sub-Article 2.2 added by Local Law 106 of 1952 in effedt September 8. 1952.>

§ C26-770.1 Requirements for television studios.*--l. Definitions. a.
Television studio means any place in a building from which television
broadcasts are made and which contains television equipment. scenery or other
paraphernalia or properties. fixtures or other special equipment used for
production of television broadcasts in which the use of motion picture film
may be an integral part and with or without seating area for an audience. A
television studio may include. but shall not be limited to. front and rear
screen projection. film recording. k'nescope recording. cutting and editing
room. developing, screening and viewing rooms. storage room and teleeine
rooms. The televising of special events, such as news, sports. conventions or
spec~al events of generally similar nature in any place or bUilding shall not
constitute such place or building a television studio.

b. Front or rear screen projection \n a television studio means
projection of an image either moving or still by film or otherWise on a screen
either from the front or rear 1n conjunction with the production of television:
broadcasts. '

c. Telecine room means an area which is equipped with projection
machines, television camera chains and associated equipment whereby images
either moving or still,.or by film, are transmitted into the television
camera. (Subd. lao lb and le as added by Local Law 106 of 1952 in effect
September 8. 1952.'

d. A conventional stage is any stage or floor area used for the
production of a show. play or act. where scenery, drops or sets are located
within the area or room where the production ts made and where there are
arrangements to accommodate an audience of more than three hundred persons if
the scenery is flown or more than five hundred persons if scenery is not flown
except that where the entire studio-is spr1nklered by a two source automatic
wet pipe system of sprinklers the stage of floor area shall not be a
conventional stage unless there are arrangements to accommodate an audience of
more than six hundred persons if the scenery is flown, or'more than one
thousand persons if scenery 1s not flown. However, 1n spaces 1n the studio
designed to contain technical electronic equipment, such as control rooms,
telec1ne rooms and broadcast equipmen rooms. where a two source automatic wet
pipe system of sprinklers would be required a 002 automatic system may be
used in lieu of such wet pipe system. (Subd. d. added by Local Law 106 of 1952
and amended by Local Law 35 of 1954 in effect June 17, 1954.)
sprinklers would be required a COz automatic system may be usad in lieu of
such wet pipe system. (Subd. d. added by local law 106 of 1952 and amended by
loca1 ,Law 35 of 1954 , n effect June 17. 1954.)

2. General provisions. a. Television studios shall be exempt from
the provisions of article thirteen. sub-articles one to twenty...cne, inclusive
of thts title. except that the provisions of sub-division d of section C26-7Z2
shall apply. (As added by Local Law 106 of 1952 1n effect September 8. 1952.)

b. Every structure used or arranged to be used as a television
studio for the accommodation of an aud'ence of less than five hundred persons
and 1n which scenery 1s not being flown but with provision for scenery or
dressing rooms or other studio accessories shall be exempt from the
requirements of this article, provided that:
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(1) Exit facilities. seats and aisles shall comply with all of the
requirements for means of egress prescribed In article seven of this title.

(2) Dressing rooms shall be protected by a sprinkler system
supplied from either the house water supply system or a separate source:of
supply which. 1n either case. will give the required volume at a pressure of
at least fifteen pounds per square inch at the h~9hest line of sprinklers.

(3) Scenery 1s of incombustible material or flameproofed in
accordance with the requirements of the fire commissioner or shall be treated
so as neither to ignite nor actively support combustion.

c. Every structure intended to be used or arranged to be used in
Whole or in part for television studios where any single television
studio is used for the accommodation of an audience of more. than five
hundred persons or for an aUdience of more than three hundred persons
with scenery that is being flown. shall be a class one. fireproof
structure. except as other~ise specifically provided in this ar~icle.

and in addition shall comply with the following requirements:
(1) Exit facilities shall comply With all of the requirements for

means of egress prescribed in article seven of this title and 1n addition.
fixed seats shall comply with the provisions of section C26-729.0 and aisles
shall comply with the provisions of section C26-738.0. except that th~re also
may be one hundred and fifty portable temporary seats' in the production area
as part of a production.

(2) Where there 1s I conventional stage, it shall be enclosed on
both sides and rear with part1tions having a fire resistive rating of at least
four hours. openings in thesl partitions shall be protected by means of
self-closing or automatic protlcttve assemblies having a fire resistive rating
of at least one hour. and th, proscenium opening shall be equipped w1th an
approved curtain conforming to the provisions of Section C26-725.0.

(3)· Scenery. drops and valances shall be of incombustible material
or flam~p~oofed 1n accordanct with the requirements of the fire commissioner·
or shall be treated so as nt1t~T to ignite nor actively support combustion.

(4) A complete Sy1t.. of automatic sprinklers shall be installed 1n
dress1ng rooms. property ree-1. W&rdrobe rooms and under the stage roof lf
any. Where there is a convent'onal stage a 11ne of automatic sprinklers shall
be provided over the ~roscen'ua aptning on the stage s1de of the asbestos
curtain; and where a two sourc, sprinkler system is not required. the
sprinkler system may be suppl'td from either the house water supply system or
a separate source of supply. wh'ch. in either ease. shal1 g1ve the required
volume at a pressure of at l,ast fifteen pounds per square inch at the highest
line of sprinklers.
. (5) Telecine r~. dressing rooms. wardrobe rooms. property rooms.

workrooms, and any carpenter shop shall be located outside of the fire
resistive partitions enclosing the stage; these rooms shall be enclosed 1n
partitions having a fire res1st1ve rating of at least three hours and openings
in such partitions shall be eQuipped with self-closing or automatic protective
assemblies having a fire -res1stive rating of at least one hour.
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(6) Where there is a conventional stage. an automatic skylight. of
not less than five per cent of the area of the stage between the enclosing
partitions and the asbestos curtain line. shall be installed in the roof over
the stage. or in place of such skylight. a vent duct. or ducts. of equar area
shall be extended from the top of the stage to a point above the roof. If
ducts are installed. they may be either open or provided with plain glass
dampers held closed by means of fusible links. and having three-Quarter inch
or smaller mesh wire screens immediately below as approved by the
superintendent. These vent du~ts shall be enclosed and constructed as' reqUired
for medium temperature chimneys in section C26-710.0. No other flues or ducts
shall be connected to the vent ducts from the stage.

(7) Portable fire appliances in any room where film is handled,
stored or used, shall be as prescribed by the fire commissioner.

(8) All members of the audience shall be furnished with seats.
(9) N0 seats. chairs.• stools, or other movable furniture shall b&

placed in any aisle or passageway leading to a means of egress.
(10) Dry foliage. flowers and branches shall be used as stage

setting or scenery only when so treated as to neither ignite nor support
combustion.

d. Premises used exclUsively for the display of televisi6n pictures
with an audience capacity of six hundred persons or less and without a stage
or platform exceeding five feet 1n depth and without scenery. or with a
platform which complies with subdivision d of section C26-722.0 of the
administrative code. shall be rated as a television studiO and entitled to the
exceptions from the gen,r.' requirements of article 13 of "this title and the
exceptions set forth in sub-article twenty-one thereof. but shall be subject
to the exit provisions contained 1n sections C26-754.0 to 759.0, inclusive.
(Subds. 2b., 2c. and 2d. added by Local Law 106 of 1952. amended by Local Law
35 of 1954 1n effect Jvne 17, 1954.>

e. Before an1 pr'.ises are converted to. or any structure or part
of a structure is used or ,rected for a television stUdio. plans drawn to
scale specified by th, suptrtntendent shall be filed with the department of
housing and buildings. Such plans shall show compliance with the
administrative code for ttl,vision studios and shall further show requiremer.~.

of the administrative COdt with respect to structural matters. plumbing.
heating. ventilating. a1r conditioning and use and storage of film. The
approval of the depar~nt of housing and buildings will authorize the use of
said premises for such ttl,vision purposes. The certification by certificate
of compliance as set forth In section C26-770.2 or certificates of occupancy
of the department of houstn; and buildings shall be binding upon all licensing
authorities for the issu.nce of licenses and permits. (Subd. 2e. as added by
Local Law 106 of 1952 1n ,ffect September 8. 1952.)

f. Anything In Article thirteen of this title to the contrary
notwithstanding. a structure erected to accommodate an audience of more than
three hundred persons. but approved for accommodation of an audience of 1e5$
than three hundred persons wnder the authority of a certificate of compliance
as defined in section C26-770.2. shatl be exempt from the provisions of said
article thirteen except IS provided in paragraph b. of subdivision two hereof.
(Subd. f. added by Local La. 106 of 1952. amended by Local Law 35 of 1954 in
~ffect June t7. 1954.)
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g. Tel,v1sion studios shall comply with the reqUirements for
lighting specified in sections CZ6-743.0 and C26-745.0. and lighting during
all productions shall not be less than that specified in section C26-l44l.0.

h. Ramps in television studios shall comply with section C26-740.0
(Subd. g. and h. as added by local law 106 of 1952 in effect September 8.
1952.>

§ C26.770.2 Certificate of compliance.*--Where a theatre or motion picture
theatre exists in a structure and a certificate of occupancy has been
tS5uedfor such use. the theater or motion picture theatre may be converted to
a television studio without the issuance of a new certificate of occupancy. In
such case the superintendent may issue a certificate of compliance for the
television studio certifying that the television studio conforms to the
applicable laws enforced by the department of housing and buildings. and a
certification in writing' by the fire depar~nt in the same manner as required
for a certificate of occupancy. Upon termination of the use as a television
studio ,the premises shall be permitted to revert to the former use of theatre
or motion picture theatre provided that the arrangement of the theatre. '
especially 1n relation to exits. seats. atsles and stage. ts sUbstantially the
same as the arrangement existing at the time the certificate of occupancy was
issued. (As added by local Law 106 of 1952 1n effect September 8. 1952.)

·Sectton 2. of Local Law 106 of 1952. which added'Sub-Article 22 to Article
13 (comprised of sections C26-770.l and C26-770.2) reads as follows:

Sertlon l, SaVing clause. If any clause. sentence. paragraph. section or
part ~f ~h1s 1rt1cle shall be adjudged by any court of competent jur1sdiction
to lM '."1' JU. such judgment shall not. affect. impair or invalidate the
rema\n~er thereof. but shalT be confined in its operation to the clause.
sentence. paragraph. section. or part thereof directly involved in the
controversy 1n which such judgment shall have been rendered.
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